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Nella  Braddy  Henney  Collection,  Box  3 

Series  1:  Original  Correspondence 
Box  3:  Folder  1-5:  Correspondence  to  NBH,  1950-1954 


Correspondence  with  and  about  Helen  Keller  and  Anne  Sullivan.  Henney  was  Sullivan’s 
biographer  and  a  close  friend  of  Keller  and  Sullivan  for  many  years. 


Visit:  http://w  w  w  .perkinsarehivcs.org/nbh.htinl  for  complete  finding  aid 


TITLE:  Nella  Braddy  Henney  Collection  Finding  Aid 
CREATOR:  Nella  Braddy  Henney;  Keith  Henney 
DATE  RANGE:  1903-1976 
CALL  NUMBER:  AG151 

PROVENANCE:  Donated  by  Keith  Henney.  Nella  Braddy  Henney's  spouse,  circa  1975. 

SCOPE  AND  CONTENT: 

The  Nella  Braddy  Henney  Collection  is  comprised  of  correspondence,  notes,  photographs,  articles, 
clippings,  publications,  and  other  materials  related  to  Helen  Keller,  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  Polly  Thomson, 
and  Nella  Braddy  Henney.  The  correspondence  spans  the  years  of  1927  to  1969,  and  is  to  and  from  Helen 
Keller,  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  Polly  Thomson,  and  Nella  Braddy  Henney  between  themselves  and  others. 
The  notes,  photographs,  articles,  clippings,  publications  and  other  materials  relate  to  the  lives  of  Helen 
Keller,  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  Polly  Thomson  and  Nella  Braddy  Henney,  and  are  interspersed  throughout  the 
collection,  as  well  as  within  their  respective  series. 

The  extensive  correspondence  collection  contains  letters,  memos,  and  notes  in  relation  to  Braddy  Henney's 
work  for  Helen  Keller  during  Keller’s  lifetime,  and  on  research  for  Braddy  Henney’s  book,  Anne  Sullivan 
Macy:  The  story  behind  Helen  Keller  (1933).  Keller’s  correspondence  includes  letters  with  others,  such  as 
Samuel  Clemens  (Mark  Twain;  copies),  Perkins  Directors  Edward  E.  Allen  and  Gabriel  Farrell,  Charles  F. 
F.  Campbell,  actress  Katherine  Cornell,  and  other  notable  people.  These  letters  were  forwarded  to  Nella 
Braddy  Henney  for  use  while  working  on  her  book. 

Nella  Braddy  Henney’s  personal  journal  entries  are  included  in  this  collection,  and  supplement  the 
correspondence.  These  journal  entries  span  the  years  of  1938  and  1962. 

The  photograph  collection  includes  portraits,  publicity  photographs  with  prominent  individuals,  materials 
related  to  film  projects  in  Hollywood,  advocacy  for  blinded  veterans,  many  casual  images  from  visits  to 
Helen  Keller’s  Arcan  Ridge  and  Forest  Hills  homes,  and  trips  to  Martha’s  Vineyard  with  Eleanor 
Roosevelt.  Many  of  the  photographical  items  can  be  attributed  to  the  work  of  Keith  Henney. 

RELATED  MATERIALS: 

Helen  Keller  Photograph  Collection  (AG62) 

Helen  Keller  Photograph  Collection  on 

Flickr:  http://www.flickr.com/photos/perkinsarchive/collections/72 1 576273 1011 7390/ 

PHYSICAL  DESCRIPTION:  About  15  linear  feet. 

LANGUAGE:  English 

PROCESSING  NOTE:  Legacy  finding  aid  by  Ken  Stuckey,  ca.  1975,  updated  by  Emily  Carta.  2015. 
updated  by  Molly  Stothert-Maurer,  2013,  2015. 

BIOGRAPHICAL  NOTE: 

Nella  Braddy  Henney  (1894-1973)  first  met  Anne  Sullivan.  Helen  Keller,  and  Polly  Thomson  in  1924. 
when  she  came  to  the  Sullivan-Keller- Thomson  household  to  write  Sullivan’s  biography  Anne  Sullivan 
Macy:  I  he  story  behind  Helen  Keller  ( 1933).  Quickly  mastering  the  manual  finger  language,  she  kept 


Keller  in  touch  with  the  political,  literary,  and  scientific  world  around  her.  She  remained  in  Keller's  life,  as 
a  friend,  and  also  as  Keller’s  power  of  attorney,  acting  agent  for  all  Keller’s  literary  matters,  until  1963. 
She  was  married  to  Keith  Henney,  also  a  writer  and  editor,  as  well  as  a  photographer  who  took  many 
photographs  of  Helen  Keller.  She  died  in  1973. 

RESTRICTIONS: 

None 

COPYRIGHT: 

It  is  the  responsibility  of  the  user  to  obtain  permission  to  publish  from  the  owner  of  the  copyright  (the 
institution,  the  creator  of  the  record,  the  author  or  his/her  transferees,  heirs,  legates,  or  literary  executors). 
The  user  agrees  to  indemnify  and  hold  harmless  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind,  its  officers,  employees,  and 
agents  from  and  against  all  claims  made  by  any  person  asserting  that  he  or  she  is  an  owner  of  copyright. 

CREDIT  LINE/CITATION: 

Helen  Keller  Photo  Collection.  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind. 

SUBJECT  HEADINGS: 

Keller,  Helen,  1880-1968. 

Macy,  Anne  Sullivan,  1866-1936 
Henney,  Nella  Braddy,  1 894- 
Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 
Thomson,  Polly 
ARRANGEMENT: 

4  series,  one  appendix,  20  boxes  and  36  binders.  Note:  Nella  Braddy  Henney  is  abbreviated  NBH 

Series  1 :  Original  Correspondence 

Series  2:  Photocopies  of  Correspondence 

Series  3:  Photograph  Collection 

Series  4:  Publications 

CONTAINER  LIST: 

Series  1:  Original  Correspondence 

B3:  FI:  NBH  Correspondence:  to  NBH  1950-1951 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  February  24,  1950 
Letter  from  Dick  Whittington,  February  24,  1 950 
Letter  to  Takeo,  February  27,  1 950  (4  pages) 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  February  27,  1950 
Letter  from  Flerbert  Haas,  March  17,  1950 


Letter  from  Polly  Thomson  &  Helen  Keller,  March  1 7,  1 950 
Letter  from  Florence  Davidson,  June  20,  1950 
Letter  from  Herbert  Haas,  May  4,  1950 
Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  May  4,  1950 

Letter  from  Jo  Davidson,  Florence  Davidson.  &  Polly  Thomson,  1950 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  April  15,  1950 

Letter  from  Herbert  Haas.  June  27,  1950 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson.  July  21,  1950 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  July  25.  1950 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  August  11,  1950 

Letter  from  Florence  Davidson,  September  17,  1950 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  September  23,  1950 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson.  September  25.  1950 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  October  8,  1950 

Letter  from  Dick  Whittington.  September  29,  1950 

Letter  from  Florence  Davidson.  October  1 1,  1950 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson.  October  28,  1950 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson.  October  26,  1950 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  October  31.  1950 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson.  December  29,  1950 

Letter  from  Mr.  C.M.  McCrady,  January  15,  1951 

Memo  from  Polly  Thomson 

Newspaper  clipping  of  beach  house  purchase  by  Joseph  Lewis 

Letter  from  Joseph  Lewis,  January  23,  1951 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  February  2,  1951 

Radiogram  from  Polly  Thomson  &  Helen  Keller,  March  3,  1951 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson.  March  4,  1951 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson.  March  14,  1951 

Letter  from  Elsa  May,  March  27,  1951 

Letter  on  postcards  from  Polly  Thomson.  April  7,  1951 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  April  27,  1951 

Telegram.  April  22,  1951 

Note:  to  Helen  Keller  on  requesting  permission  to  publish  article  "World  Through  Three  Senses’ 
Telegram,  May  2,  1951 

Note:  Permission  granted  for  request  in  previous  telegram 

Letter  from  Lenore  Smith,  May  5,  1951 

Postcard  from  Polly  Thomson,  May  16,  1951 

Postcard  from  Polly  Thomson,  May  25,  1951 

Letter  from  Della  Dunham,  June  18.  1951 

Letter  from  Sidney  B.  Smith,  June  19,  1951 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson  &  Helen  Keller,  June  23,  1951 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  July  7,  1951 

Letter  from  Eric  Sperry 

Letter  from  Elsa  Loges 

B3:F2:  NBH  Correspondence:  to  NBH,  1951-1952 

Postcard  from  Van  Wyck  Brooks,  July  8,  1951 
Note:  addressed  to  Helen  Keller  &  Polly  Thomson 
Postcard  from  Janice  Duncan 
Note:  addressed  to  Helen  Keller  &  Polly  Thomson 
Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  August  15,  1951 


Letter  from  Dick  Whittington,  September  14,  1951 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  July  17,  1951 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  July  21,  1951 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson  &  Helen  Keller,  September  10,  1951 

Letter  from  Dick  Whittington,  September  23,  1951 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  September  23,  1951 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  October  19,  1951 

Letter  from  Ruth  Mandalian,  November  9,  1951 

Note:  With  translation  of  biography  of  Louis  Braille 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  November  28,  1 95 1 

Letter  from  Lenore  Smith,  December  6,  1951 

Letter  from  Nancy  Hamilton,  December  11,  1951 

Letter  from  John  T.  Sargent,  January  16,  1952 

Letter  from  John  T.  Sargent,  January  18,  1952 

Letter  from  Florence  Davidson,  January  24,  1952 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson.  February  17,  1952 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  March  22,  1952 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  March  18,  1952 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  March  3,  1952 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  March  17,  1952 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson  &  Helen  Keller,  13  April  1952 

Letter  from  Helga  Lende.  April  14.  1952 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson.  April  18.  1952 

Letter  from  Lenore  Smith,  April  21,  1952 

Letter  from  A.W.  Blaxall,  April  24,1952 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  April  25,  1952 

Schedule  of  Helen  Keller’s  Visit  to  Lebanon,  1952 

Postcard  from  Polly  Thomson  &  Helen  Keller,  1952 

Postcard  from  Polly  Thomson  &  Helen  Keller,  1952 

Letter  from  John  T.  Sargent,  April  28,  1952 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  May  4,  1952 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  May  12,  1952 

Letter  from  A.W.  Blaxall,  May  14,  1952 

Letter  from  Evelyn  Davidson,  May  29,  1952 

Letter,  June  2,  1 952 

Letter  from  Polly  Pollard,  May  28,  1952 

Letter  from  Evelyn.  Davidson,  June  4,  1952 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  June  5,  1952 

Letter  from  Dick  Whittington,  June  6,  1952 

Postcard  from  Polly  Thomson,  June  8,  1952 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson  &  Helen  Keller.  June  9,  1952 

Schedule  of  Ceremonies  for  Centenary  of  the  Death  of  Louis  Braille,  June  15-22,  1952 
Letter  from  Florence  Davidson,  June  9,  1952 

B3:F3:  NBH  Correspondence:  to  NBH  1952-1953 

Letter  from  Evelyn  Davidson.  June  25,  1952 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  July  18,  1952 

Memo  from  Polly  Thomson,  1952 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  July  1952 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson  &  Helen  Keller.  July  30,  1952 

Letter  from  Nancy  Hamilton,  August  30,  1952 


Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  September  3,  1952 
Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  1952 
Letter  from  Polly  Thomson.  September  16,  1952 
Letter  from  Gail  Rodkinson,  September  18,  1952 
Letter  from  Gail  Rodkinson.  September  29,  1952 
Letter  from  Polly  Thomson.  1952 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson  &  Helen  Keller,  October  5,  1952 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  October  20,  1952 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson.  1 952 

Newspaper  clipping  "Midstream  Lincoln  the  President” 

Letter  from  Lenore  Smith,  1952 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  January  1,  1953 

Letter  from  Harold  Strauss.  January  12,  1953 

Note:  about  ‘The  Story  of  Esther  Costello”  by  Nicholas  Monsarrat 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson.  January  19,  1953 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson.  January  23,  1953 

Letter  from  Harold  Strauss,  February  2,  1953 

Note:  about  "The  Story  of  Esther  Costello”  by  Nicholas  Monsarrat.  Comes  with  a  manuscript  except  of  the 
story’s  basic  outline 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson.  February  22,  1953 

Letter,  February  27,  1953 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  March  14,  1943 

Letter  from  Gail  Rodkinson.  March  27,  1953 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  March  29,  1953 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  March  31.1 953 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  April  3,  1953 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson  &  Helen  Keller,  April  2,  1953 

Letter  from  Gail  Rodkinson,  April  10,  1953 

Interoffice  Memorandum  for  McGraw-Hill  Companies 

Letter  from  Nancy  Hamilton,  April  15,  1953 

Letter  from  Van  Wyck  Brooks,  April  22,  1953 

Letter  from  Van  Wyck  Brooks,  April  22,  1953 

Letter  from  W.  McG.  Eagar,  April  23,  1953 

Note:  On  the  subject  of  "The  Story  of  Esther  Costello”  by  Nicholas  Monsarrat 

Letter  from  Joseph  Marks,  April  24,  1953 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  April  24.  1953 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  1953 

Letter  from  Evelyn  Davidson,  May  1,  1953 

Letter  from  Eric  Boulter,  May  8.  1953 

Note:  On  the  subjects  of  "The  Story  of  Esther  Costello”  by  Nicholas  Monsarrat 

Letter  from  Evelyn  Davidson,  May  21,  1953 

Letter  from  Lenore  Smith,  May  22,  1953 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  May  21,  1953,  Chile 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson  &  Helen  Keller,  May  22,  1953 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson  &  Helen  Keller,  May  22.  1953 

Letter,  May  26,  2953 

Telegram  from  Jo  Simkins.  May  26,  1953 

Note:  addressed  to  Helen  Keller 

Letter  from  Eric  Boulter,  May  27.  1953 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson  &  Helen  Keller,  May  31.  1953 

Letter  from  Verner  Clapp,  June  3,  1953 


B3:F4:  NBH  Correspondence:  to  NBH  1953-1954 

Letter  from  Nelson  B.  Neff,  June  8,  1953 

Letter  from  Evelyn  Davidson.  June  11,  1953 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson  &  Helen  Keller,  June  29,  1953 

Letter  from  Jennings  Wood,  June  29,  1953 

Letter  from  Ellen  Leavy,  July  1,  1953 

Letter  from  Nelson  Neff.  July  2,  1 953 

Document  entitled  “Corrections” 

Letter  from  Nancy  Hamilton,  July  4,  1953 
Copy  of  letter  from  S.T.  Dajani.  July  6,  1953 
Note:  addressed  to  Eric  Boulter 
Copy  of  letter  from  Robert  L.  Johnson,  8  July  1953 
Note:  addressed  to  Helen  Keller 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson  &  Helen  Keller,  July  13,  1953 

Letter  from  Mary  Blankenhom,  July  13,  1953 

Letter  from  Ellen  Leavy,  July  15,  1953 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  July  22,  1953 

Letter  from  Rudolph  Fahl.  July  28,  1953 

Letter  from  “Polly”  Pollard,  July  28.  1953 

Letter  from  EDM,  August  9,  1 953 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson.  August  13,  1953 

Letter  from  Rudolph  Fahl,  August  14,  1953 

Newspaper  clipping  “Blind?”,  August  16.  1953 

Newspaper  clipping  “Hall  of  History  Criticized” 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  August  17.  1953 
Letter  from  Nelson  Neff,  August  20,  1953 
Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  August  22,  1953 
Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  August  28,  1953 
Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  September  2,  1953 
Letter  from  Nelson  Neff.  September  15,  1953 
Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  1953 

Documents  with  handwritten  note,  addressed  to  “For  the  Connecticut  State  Bar  Association' 

Letter  from  Nelson  Neff,  October  8,  1953 

Memo  from  Polly  Thomson 

Memo  from  Polly  Thomson 

Memo  from  Polly  Thomson,  October  27,  1953 

Memo  from  Polly  Thomson,  October  31,  1953, 

Memo  from  Polly  Thomson,  October  1953 

Card  from  Jo  Davidson  and  Florence  Davidson,  Dec  1953 

Card  from  Nancy  Hamilton,  1953 

Card  from  Polly  Thomson  &  Helen  Keller,  December  1953 

Letter  from  Elizabeth  K.,  January  10,  1954 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  January  12,  1954 

Letter  from  Elsa  Loges,  January  12,  1954 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  January  22,  1 954 

Memo  from  Polly  Thomson,  January  22,  1954 

Memo  from  Polly  Thomson,  January  22,  1 954 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson  &  Helen  Keller,  January  30,  1954 

Letter  from  Margaret  Thomson,  January  31,  1954 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  February  4,  1 954 

Typed  Thank  you  note  from  Helen  Keller 


Memo  from  Polly  Thomson,  February  15,  1954 
Letter  from  Nancy  Hamilton,  March  1954 
Letter  from  Nelson  Neff,  March  11,1 954 
Letter  from  Ken  McCormick.  March  19,  1954 
Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  April  9,  1954 
Letter  from  Ken  McCormick.  April  5,  1954 
Memo  from  Polly  Thomson.  Easter  1 954 
Memo  from  Polly  Thomson,  April  17.  1954 
Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  April  23,  1954 
Letter  from  Polly  Thomson.  April  25.  1954 

B3:F5:  NBH  Correspondence:  to  NB11  1954-1954 

Letter  from  Mrs.  Wyndham  Blanton,  April  27,  1954  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick.  May  5,  1954 
Letter  from  Nancy  Hamilton.  May  6,  1954  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Nancy  Hamilton.  May  7,  1954 

Letter  from  Nancy  Hamilton.  May  11,  1954  (4  pages) 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  May  22,  1954  (2  page) 

Post  card  from  Van  Wyck  Brooks.  May  22,  1954 

Invitation  to  world  premiere  of  "The  Unconquered  Helen  Keller  in  Her  Story”,  1954 

Letter  from  Eric  Boulter,  May  26,  1954 

Letter  from  Nancy  Hamilton.  June  9,  1954 

Letter  from  Floria  Lasky,  June  2.  1954 

Letter  from  Nancy  Hamilton,  June  4,  1 954 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  June  8.  1954 

Letter  from  John  F.  Schwieters,  June  9,  1954 

Letter  from  Mrs.  Wyndham  Blanton.  June  15,  1954  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  John  F.  Schwieters,  June  16,  1954 
Letter  from  Elsa  Loges,  June  18,  1954  (2  page) 

Letter  from  Marguerite  Kimball.  June  8,  1953 
Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  July  15,  1954 
Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  July  16,  1954  (2  pages) 

Memo  from  Polly  Thomson,  July  17.  1954 
Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  July  22,  1954 
Memo  from  Polly  Thomson,  July  23,  1954 
Memo  from  Polly  Thomson.  July  23,  1954 
Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  July  24,  1954 
Letter  from  Nelson  Neff,  July  26.  1954 
Letter  from  Evelyn  Davidson  Seide,  August  3,  1954 
Post  card  from  Polly  Thomson,  August  3,  1954 
Memo  from  Polly  Thomson,  August  3,  1954 
Memo  from  Polly  Thomson,  August  3,  1954 
Memo  from  Polly  Thomson,  August  5.  1954 
Letter  from  Polly  Thomson.  August  8.  1954  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  August  11,  1954  (2  pages) 

Memo  from  Polly  Thomson,  August  18,  1954 
Letter  from  Nancy  Hamilton.  August  15,  1954 
Memo  from  Polly  Thomson,  August  25,  1954 
Memo  from  Polly  Thomson.  August  25,  1954 
Memo  from  Polly  Thomson,  August  29,  1954 
Letter  from  Mrs.  Wyndham  Blanton,  August  30.  1954 


Memo  from  Polly  Thomson,  September  1 954 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  September  9,  1954  (2  page) 

Post  card  from  Van  Wyck  Brooks,  September  18,  1954 
Letter  from  Gunnar  Horn,  September  1 9,  1 954 
Letter  from  Nancy  Hamilton,  September  24,  1954 
Memo  from  Nancy  Hamilton,  September  23,  1954  (2  pages) 

Note:  About  the  distribution  of  the  film  “The  Unconquered  -  Helen  Keller  In  Her  Story” 

Letter  from  Van  Wyck  Brooks,  September  24,  1954 

Letter  from  Van  Wyck  Brooks,  September  24,  1954 

Letter  from  Van  Wyck  Brooks,  September  29,  1954 

Letter  from  Evelyn  Davidson  Seide,  September  1954 

Note:  attached  to  the  following  letter  and  carbon  copy 

Letter  from  Dr.  and  Mrs.  L.R.  Wheeler,  September  30,  1954 

Carbon  copy  of  "Three  Days  to  See”  from  the  Atlantic  Monthly  January  1933  (2  pages) 
Letter  from  Dr.  Claude  Dixon,  September  30,  1954  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Mildred  Keller  Tyson,  October  1954 
Letter  from  William  Ziegler,  October  1,  1954 
Postcard  from  Evelyn  Davidson  Seide,  October  4,  1 954 
Letter  from  Polly  Thomson.  October  7,  1954 
Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  October  7,  1954  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Helen  Pfeiffer.  October  7,  1954 

Letter  from  Shinzo,  October  9,  1954 

Letter  from  Reverend  Robert  Thomson.  October  9.  1 954 

Letter  from  Elizabeth.  October  10,  1954 

Letter  from  Elsa  Loges,  October  1 1,  1954 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  October  12,  1954 

Letter  from  Phillip  Keller,  October  13,  1954 

Letter  from  Amelia,  October  13,  1954 

Letter  from  Evelyn  Davidson,  October  14,  1954  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Eric  Herford,  October  15,  1954 
Letter  from  S.  Doris  H.  Fellows,  October  18.  1954 
Memo  from  Polly  Thomson,  1954 
Memo  from  Polly  Thomson,  October  22,  1954 
Brochure  titled  “Helen  Keller  Brochure”  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Amelia,  October  22,  1954 
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HELEN  A.  KELLER,  L.H.D.,  LLD. 

Counselor,  Bureau  of  National  and  International  Relations 

February  24,  1950 


Dear  Mrs .  Henney : 

Thank  you  for  your  very  nice  note  and  enclosure.  Thank  you,  also,  for  the 
drinks.  I  hope  it  will  be  my  pleasure  to  return  the  compliment . soon. 


Enclosed  with  your  check  is  a  very  stuffy  note  which  the  accounting  department 
insisted  had  to  be  written. . .with  a  copy  to  the  accounting  department  as  a 
supporting  paper  for  payment.  Auditors,  you  know. 

So  far  no  word,  good  or  bad,  has  been  uttered  by  Mr.  Flaherty.  Not  to  me, 
anyway.  However,  I  have  not  been  content  to  let  the  matter  lie.  A  friend 
of  Bill  Barbour,  my  associate  in  the  Talking  Book  Department,  is  also  a 
friend  of  Mr.  Tom  Orchard,  affiliated  with  Louis  De  Rocliemont.  De  Rochemont 
originated  the  MARCH  OF  TIME  and,  to  my  mind,  his  greatest  achievement  to 
date  is  LOST  BOUNDARIES.  Mr.  Orchard  contacted  me  and  I  told  him  that  before 
we  discussed  the  matter  I  would  prefer  that  he  send  me  a  letter  stating 
an  estimated  cost.  My  th:ught  was  to  get  off  on  a  firmer  footing  with  his 
organization,  since  I  had  sensed  that  some  fraction  of  Flaherty's  hesitation 
might  be  attributed  to  financial  arrangements.  I  also  pointed  out  to  Mr. 
Orchard  that  what  we  wanted  was  a  study  of  Helen  Keller  of  today  —  a  pictorial 
record  for  those  future,  unfortunate  generations  unable  to  see  Miss  Keller 
in  action.  In  his  letter  Mr.  Orchard  reports  that  he  has  called  Mr.  De  R. , 
presently  on  the  coast,  and  that  De  R.  is  interested. 

My  wife  and  I  are  both  e&ger  to  (I  would  like  to  blame  this  on  the  typewriter, 
but  it  is  in  perfect  working  order)  take  you  up  on  your  invitation.  Jerry  (by 
some  stretch  of  somebody's  imagination  short  for  Genevieve)  because  she  has 
not  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  you  -  I  because  I  have. 

I  did  purchase  a  replacement  for  my  carelessly  overlooked  chapeau,  but  it  is 
my  considered  opinion  that  I  look  much  more  "Hollywood"  with  than  without. 

But  it  was  bought  not  for  my  vanity  but  for  my  sanity  -  I  felt,  ^during  our 
first  cold  spell  without  it,  very  much  as  if  the  top  of  my  head  was"  coming 
off. 

I  hope  you  will  find  time  to  come  jjy-the  Foundation  to  listen  to  our  recording 
of  Helen  Keller.  For  two  reasons:  I  think  you  would  like  to  hear  it,  and 
there  are  a  couple  of  words  in  it  we  can  not  make  out9  Miss  Thomson  was  so 
thrilled  with  the  results  I  did  not  have  the  heart  to  tell  her  it  was  not 
as  completely  intelligible  as  she  insisted.  At  that  time  I  would  like  to 
talk  over  with  you  my  plans  for  the  Keller  Birthday  broadcast. 

Thanks  again  for  being  you.  I  always  think  of  it  as  the  Keller-Thomson-Braddy 
family. 


Sincerely  yours 


f  *>'■ 


Please  see  reverse  side 
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Blind 


Westport,  Conn.,  February  27,  1950. 

Dear  Takeo, 

There  are  some  things  I  wish  to  say  to  you  before  you  leave  this 
country.  Deeply  I  regret  the  pain  they  may  cause  you,  but  truth  bet¬ 
ween  two  human  beings  is  surely  the  highest  compact  that  can  be  at¬ 
tained. 

In  the  first  place,  it  was  I,  not  the  American  Foundation  for 
the  Blind,  who  invited  you  over  to  America.  Since  you  asked  for  the 
opportunity,  I  wanted  to  help  you  in  every  way  possible  to  extend  your 
work  for  the  blind  of  the  Orient.  Therefore  I  wrote  to  General 
MacArthur  and  Brigadier-General  Sams  as  to  the  feasibility  of  your 
trip.  At  first  they  hoped  that  they  might  arrange  a  free  passage  to 
America  for  you  and  Keo.  Then  I  approached  Mr.  Migel  on  the  subject 
'of  your  visit,  and  told  him  what  I  wanted  to  bring  to  pass.  He  said 
he  would  do  all  in  his  power  to  fulfil  my  desire  for  the  blind  of  the 
Far  East.  I  undertook  to  raise  money  for  the  expenses  of  your  trip 
to  the  United  States.  That  was  not  easy.  We  raised  G4*iy  thirty-two 

tied 

hundred  dollars  .  The  Society  of  Friends  hoped  to  contribute  one 

A 

thousand,  but  they  could  not  manage  more  than  seven  hundred  .  The 
Army  failed  to  get  the  free  passage,  and  the  cost  of  it  had  to  come 
out  of  the  little  I  had  raised  .  We  did  not  know  how  we  were  to  pay 
the  travel  and  hotel  expenses  for  you  and  Keo.  I  spoke  to  Mr.  Mi- 
gel  on  that  matter,  and  he  was  most  kind,  saying  that  he  would  do  what 
he  could.  He  engaged  Miss  Harper  to  arrange  your  trip  and  your  budget 
also.  It  was  impossible  for  us  to  do  this  ourselves,  as  we  were  con¬ 
stantly  occupied  with  our  own  work.  Consequently  it  was  not  until  the 


end  that  we  learned  the  financial  situation.  It  distressed  us  to 
hear  that  you  had  been  running  up  personal  purchases  and  charging, 

l  x  k  Ov  'w'  '  : 

them  to  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind^  And  when  you  tol  f  bti £)U^ 
that  you  would  like  to  take  back  with  youto  Japan  a  silver  tea-set. 


it  staggered  us.  Ve  got  in  touch  with  Mrs.  Bond  to  find^out  exactly 
at  h 

(W 


IU,  UUU  bXy 

cJ  Go  5  o 

what  had , happened.  She  had  refrained  from  telling  us  about  the 

dAtCJiti 

you  had  bought' fangy  w»«e e-irf  because  she  did  not  want  to  worry  us,  and 
besides,  she  was  sure  we  knew  nothing  about  the  matter.  . 

Now,  Tek°o,  i5y^TTrre~p^rpose  in  bringing  yoiyovex;  to  America  vJqp 
to  enable  yoy^to  gather  kn  \  ige  and  1  .  coj-ljict  material  unat  would 
increase  /bur  po  .ar  of  servictevto  the  blind  riot  oply  oA  Japan  bu  + 
throughout  the  Orient.  That  isV.-hat  I  promised  uer.=iT.l  ffeeArthui 
and  Brigadier-Funeral  Sams  that  I  'bojALd^efideavor  to  do. 


</> 

c 


(After  "knew  nothing  about  the  matter. 


After  you  had  left  Friday  Mrs.  Bond  told  us  that  you  had  charged 
a  Escii  telephone  call  to  Japan  which  amounted  to  fifty  dollars  ! 

And  that  after  all  the  Foundation  had  made  it  possible  for  you  to  take 
back  to  Nippon. 

Now,  Takeo,  my  one  purpose  in  bringing  you  over  to  America  was  to 
enable  you  to  gather  knowledge  and  collect  material  that  would  increase 
your  power  to  serve  the  blind  not  only  of  Japan  but  also  throughout 
the  Orient.  That  is  what  I  promised  General  MacArthur  and  General 
Sams  that  I  would  endeavor  to  do.  Try  to  imagine  what  an  embarrassing 
position  you  have  placed  me  in  by  imposing  upon  the  American  Founda¬ 
tion  your  personal  purchases.  Naturally  I  am  wounded  in  my  soul  by 
you  who  have  often  said  that  spiritual  possessions  are  what  count  far 
more  than  material  resources.  We  who  have  looked  to  you  as  a  Gandhi 

in  spirit  seeking  to  establish  the  Kingdom  of  God  on  earth  are  disil- 
CasJ  ‘  Ctfucy,  ^  Tfyx-  eg 

lusioned.  YqH^eem^not-^to-be/a  true  son  of  the  East  from  which  the 

“'■uju  d Cf  fe  CACi 

Light  that  never  fails  has  shined  through  earth's  darknesses,  and^e^sSe- 
asly^u  needed,  .the  lamp  which  I  have  tried  to  hold  on  high  is 

extinguished. 

Sorrowfully  bidding  you  farewell,  I  am, 

Sincerely  yours. 


HELEN  KELLER 
ARCAN  RIDGE 
WESTPDRT,  CONNECTICUT 
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September  29,  1950 


Mrs.  Nella  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

I  am  looking  forward  to  your  telling  me  the  full,  long  story  of  your 
project  and  hope  the  enclosed  braille  cards  will  contribute  in  some 
small  way  to  the  success  of  your  plan.  Only  to  you  can  I  admit  that 
the  pictured  manual  alphabet  which  the  Foundation  has  been  distribut¬ 
ing  for  a  couple  of  years  contains  no  fewer  than  ten  mistakes.  The 
last  time  Helen  and  Polly  were  in,  Helen  posed  for  the  corrections, 
but  that  brochure  has  not  been  delivered  yet.  I  will  send  some  just 
as  soon  as  the  Deaf-Blind  Department  notifies  me  that  they  are 
available. 

Mr.  Barnett  and  I  both  feel  that  we  do  have  a  good,  harmonious  relation¬ 
ship  with  Helen  and  Polly,  and  you  can  rest  assured  we  will  do  our 
utmost  to  maintain  it. 

I  now  have  an  excellent  secretary,  which  will  mean  that  I  will  have 
more  time  to  concentrate  on  raising  the  necessary  funds  for  the 
documentary,  and  de  Rochemont  is  still  interested. 

This  is  a  bit  of  semi-confidential  information,  but  Mr.  Barnett  is 
bringing  into  his  office  a  person  who  will  be  known  internally  as  the 
second  assistant  in  Mr.  Barnett's  outer  office,  but  who  will,  in  reality, 
be  Polly  Thomson's  secretary.  All  Keller  mail  will  come  now  to  one  desk 
for  handling.  I  thought  you  would  want  to  know  this  since  you  do  so 
much  correspondence  for  them. 

I  hope  you  will  let  me  know  when  you  get  in  in  November  and  maybe  you 
will  have  a  chance  to  come  down  and  give  me  any  ideas  you  might  have 
regarding  the  documentary. 


Yours  very  truly, 


CHW:ls 


C.  H.  Whittington 
Assistant  Director 
Technical  Services 
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THIS  ATTRACTIVE  WATERFRONT  RESIDENCE,  located  at  4444  Prairie  ave.,  Miami 


Beach,  has  been  purchased  by  Joseph  Lewis,  widely-known  author,  historian  and  lecturer. 
The  home  has  three  bedrooms  and  den,  and  includes  maid's  quarters  and  two-car 
garage.  Tax  stamps  on  the  deed  indicate  a  price  of  approximately  $40,000.  Broker  jn 
the  transaction  was  David  Fenton,  Miami  Beach  Realtor. 
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ur  Questions 

your  letter  appears  to  be  from 
a  Jatropha  curcas,  known  also 
as  physic  nut. 

★  ★  ★ 

QUESTION — I’ve  been  having 
a  lot  of  trouble  with  my  fig 
tree.  There  are  brown  spots  On 

strVi aro  enrMrtlno'. 


county  winter  farming  section 
ever  felt  the  icy  fingers  of  Jack 
Frost. 

This  marl  glade  land,  covering 
more  than  30,000  acres,  is  one 
of  the  richest  winter  vegetable 
producing  areas  in  the  world. 
A  great  portion  of  it  is  nearly 
frost-free,  and  growers  are  able 
to  bring  in  tender  crops  at  a 
time  when  winter  farming  is 
hazardous  in  most  parts  of  the 
nation. 

In  a  normal  year  Dade 
county  growers  harvest  15,000 
acres  of  tomatoes,  6,500  acres 
of  potatoes,  4,000  acres  of  pole 
beans  and  more  than  5,000 
acres  of  mixed  crops. 

Most  of  the  stuff  goes  to 
Northern  markets.  The  rpajority 
of  the  tomato  crop  is  sold  at 
auction  at  the  Florida  City  state 
farmer’s  market.  Produce  moves 
out  in  refrigerated  cars  by  the 


to  see  tomato  fields  ew 

miles  south  of  Mian  jad 

goes  through  the  middle  of  a 
big  tomato  field  just  south  of 
P°rrine.  But  most  of  the  winter 
crops  will  be  seen  along  Alla- 
pattah  rd.  and  along  Mowry  dr. 
to  Homestead. 

By  going  north  on  Krome 
rd.  you  soon  find  yourself  in 
the  Redland  district,  in  the 
midst  of  avocado,  lime  and 
mango  groves.  Some  of  the 
mangoes  are  likely  to  he  in 
bloom,  and  in  some  of  the 
avocado  groves  quite  a  lot  of 
late  frnit  will  still  be  hanging. 

Although  Dade  county  pro¬ 
duces  more  Persian  limes  than 
any  other  place  in  Florida,  it 
produces  only  a  small  percent¬ 
age  of  the  state's  oranges,  grape¬ 
fruit  and  tangerines.  These 
crops  are  grown  mostly  In  the 
central  part  of  the  state  and 
on  the  east  coast,  along  the 
Indian  river. 
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Check  the  class  of  service  desired ; 
otherwise  this  message  will  be 
sent  as  a  full  rate  telegram 

Wb5  1  BK-fN  - 

C heck  the  class  of  service  desired ; 
otherwise  this  message  will  ho 
sent  at  the  full  rate 

FULL  RATE  ] 
TELEGRAM 

^  SERIAL 

UN  ION 

W  P.  MARSHALL.  PRESIDENT 

FULL 

RATE 

DEFERRED 

DAY 

^LETTER 

NIGHT 

LETTER 

r 

^CODE 

NIGHT 

LETTER 

r 

NO.  WOS.-CL.  OF  SVC. 

PD.  OR  COLL. 

CASH  NO. 

CHARGE  TO  THE  ACCOUNT  OF 

TIME  FILED 

PAID 

AKi  .  ICAIi  FOUNDATION  FUR  Til  .  B LUO,  INC 

Send  the  following  message,  subject  to  the  terms  on  back  hereof, ,  which  are  hereby  agreed  to 


HH.  JOHN  JACOBS 
PUBLICATIONS  BRANCH 
U.  3.  DEPART  MT  GT  STATE 
250  WEST  57TH  STREET 
NEW  YORK,  NEW  YORK 


HAY  2,  1951 

one  iOAson  4-?<Mo 

Ser.  Htn 


PiJUOSSION  GRANTED  TO  PUBLISH  ART1CI£  "WORLD  THROUGH  THREE  SENSES"  IN  ARABIC 
LANGUAGE,  U.  3.  GOVERNMENT  MAGAZINE.  ALSO  TO  MAB  NECESSARY  CONDENSATION. 


BELLA  BRADD1'  HENNEY 
ATTORNEY  FOR  HELEN  KELLER 


rln  <5r^Cofi-S  <X  J2JW  VaV 

-  Ow^'^VLUC.(?  a _fttr i  Q-t^ 


^lu_ 


usw  _ 


ALL  MESSAGES  TAKEN  BY  THIS  COMPANY  ARE  SUBJECT  TO  THE  FOLLOWING  TERMS: 


To  guard  acaln«t  mistake*  or  delay1*,  the  sender  of  n  should  order  It  repented,  that  Is.  tclemraphed  bach  to  the  orlfrlnatlr.tr  odlre  for  comparison.  For  till?,  one-h-df  th© 

onwrea'.vi  r.  -r.  '  1  <  <  ...  e.l  I  i  .nil*.  i.  \  :  ■»  other*  lac  Indicated  on  lid  face,  this  la  an  unrcpcated  metaage  and  p;dd  for  os  such,  In  cou  ;ldcraUu:i  w  hereof  It  Ltagrecd  betwteu 

Che  sender  of  toe  Uicss.ijc  and  Uila  Company  aa  follows: 

1.  Th  -*  Company  shall  not  be  liable  for  rnl**»al.«'q  or  delays  In  the  transmission  o-  delivery,  or  for  nondelivery,  of  any  m^ngo  received  for  t  ransmlssfon  at  thounrenentefT-mevay© 
raU*  V*  onl  rv  ...» »-f  »;•.  .*  !.-  «  I  .  :  i.  r  f  r  t... :  <-r  «:•  :  •.>.*  I  »  t  o  t  ml  '.on  if.  i.r  (  r  i.  »-«.c..v« . of  r...y  ‘n’t. ...if  rtrao.:;:  .:  :t  at  too  repeated* 

mi  asago  rule  beyond  the  sum  of  U\  e  thousand  dollars,  unlc.vj  specially  valued ;  nor  la  uny  case  for  delays  urLsing  from  unavoidable  Interruption  In  mo  working  of  Its  lines. 

?  Tn  anv  event  the  Company  shall  not  be  liable  for  damnres  for  mistakes  or  delays  In  the  transmission  or  delivery,  or  for  the  non-dcHvei  y.  of  any  mn^oee.  whether  mused  by 
-n  ri*  r-.rsor* ....  l..  <>:-d  the  u<  .  .  :  l<>  •  t -eeing  i:»  r  . .  it  t.\*?  sum  of  live  thousand  dollar.*,  at  will'  h  amount  t.ie  r < t  «*..  n.  :  ;  •  n  -nts  i:n.t 

tiir  i  ■  .•  v  !uc»l.  unie  »nr  .r\  :o  t.i  tdaP-d  In  writing  by  tho  sender  tin  roof  at  t.-.e  f  :mo  t  e  cirnapo  Hi  ndcr-  d  for  trinsmiMlnn.  n::d  »;:■ :  i  t.,e  repcated-mewage  rate  la  paid  oT 

agreed  to  be  iedd,  and  an  additional  charge  equal  to  ouc-icuih  of  one  per  cent  of  mo  amount  by  which  euch  valuation  shall  exceed  five  inousund  dollars. 

3.  The  Company  13  hereby  made  tho  agent  of  the  sender,  without  liability,  to  forward  this  message  over  the  lines  of  any  other  company  when  nee  s-tary  to  reach  Its  destlnatlon. 

4.  r*cept  as  otherr1.se  hid  leatefl  la  connection  with  the  listing  of  Individual  nlarm  In  the  Plod  tariffs  of  the  Company,  the  amount  paid  for  tho  fan;  •  •  1  m  <  f  •«  domestic  telegram 

. 

td..|  tan..-»  «.f  tiio  com  pa-,  v.  1 .  i.  »t  *  ■  •  :•*•  1  tuna  tae  agency  of  a  rail  rood  company.  v  ;h?:»  t-.»  mi!*  s  cf  any  open  main  or  I. ranch  oCko  ot  •.  (.;>•.•  :  :  •  ;  •  .  ■  •  r  towns  of  5.000  or 

m.  to  Inhabitants  v  •  rv.  r  ■<  fh  •  at.-:  f.l*  I  t  ri.  -  *.f  the  »  mpatty.  the  telegraph  *  rvi-o  u  perfonne  .1  through  the  agency  of n  railroad  co  up.;*.  .  .  •  of  the  tel*  graph  ottlco; 

to  1  it.-  -  or  towns  of  than  5.0  id  Inhabitants  la  v.  hh-b  an  other  of  tho  Company  1 » locate.!,  v.  r  l:In  one-half  m  !c  of  tho  telegraph  one*.  I  •  >n*l  t*  -c  I . --:t*  '  :.■•*■■.  •  *peciQed  tho  for  1  pan y 
do  .  not  lira  1 :  -take  to  mi  he  drlive-v.  I  it  util  codes  •■•*  r  to  arrange  f>  r  delivery  a  ;  the  agent  i.fr-c.  ■*>»!'  r.  with  tbeundi-stnurtlm:  that  tho  a  ••  or-  -  •  .-Mon  ot  any  additional 

rharse from  1  c  addre-^ge and  ar-r  -s  t  *  nay  •»  n  !•:  tlonni  chart*© If  lc  M  n-'t  po*icc»ea  from  tao  addressee,  lucro  will  be  no  additional  charge  l^r  deliver.*  4 1.»  e  by  ulepbono  uithln 
the  curporatc  limits  of  any  city  or  towu  in  which  an  odlce  of  the  Company  Is  located. 

f».  Vo  refponfdblllty  rrt.i<-’.r-i  to  t*  Lt  Company  ronrcrnlne  mes-snees  »*ntll  the  same  arc  accepted  at  one  of  Its  transmitting  offices:  and  If  a  message  i  it  to  tmeh  office  by  one  of 
the  Company's  messengers,  he  acts  for  that  purpv-c  an  the  agent  of  ;uo  sender. 

r..  Tlu*  Company  rrinnot  Iw^llahf  for  damages  or  statutory  penalties  In  the  rare  of  any  message  except  an  Intrastate  message  in  Texas  where  the  claim  l<  no!  presented  In  writing 
to  the  fomti:  *•  ithln  -hty  <ir.  <  n'r.r  iti**  m<-  *  •  1  :  I*  I  with  the «  oinouny  for  transmission,  and  in  the  Case  of  an  tutra-latn  nuswagetn  TfX.ut  the  tonijemv  will  ti**|  b**IUIile  for  damage* 

»•  •  .  ■  "tial*.  .*  s  wii*  re  t  lie  ri  1 1*  *t  |e  *eati*«|  la  \r*i  ing  t.»  fio  1  on.  puny  within  ninety-live  days. ifter  the  cause  of  action.  If  any.  shallbaveai  "Ui-d ;  provided,  however,  that  ncit  her 

of  these  votMUtlonsbhall  apply  (oil-unt*  for  damages  or  overehargi  s  within  the  purview  of  Section  415  of  tho  Coiuruuuieations  Act  of  1931. 

7.  It  Is  screed  that  in  anv  ar*lnn  by  the  Company  to  recover  tho  tolls  for  any  message  or  mewagee  tho  prompt  and  corroot  transmission  and  delivery  Fn-reof  sluill  be  presumed. 
Subject  to  rebuttal  by  compcumt  tvl.iei;  . 

8.  Special  terms  governing  the  tr-.uisrulrxlon  of  measages  according  to  their  classes,  as  enumerated  below,  shall  apply  to  messages  In  each  of  such  respective  classes  In  addltloo 
to  all  the  foregoing  terms. 

9.  No  employee  of  the  Company  Is  authorized  to  vary  tho  foregoing. 
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CLASSES  OF  SERVICE 


CABLE  SERVICES 


DOMESTIC  SERVICES 


FULL  RATE  CABLES 


FULL  RATE  TELEGRAMS 

A  full  rate  expedited  service. 


The  standard  fast  service  nt  full  rates.  May  be  written  In  any  language  that  can  be 
expressed  In  Roman  letters  or  In  cipher. 


PAY  LETTERS 

A  deferred  service  at  lower  than  t-o  full  rato 


CODE  (CPE) 


A  fast  messtugn  nervine  consisting  of  words  formed  without  condition  or  restriction, 
counted  at  5  clinracters  per  word.  Mlnimuni  charge  ol  5  words  applies. 


SERIALS 

Me-  nges  sent  In  seetlona  during  the  same  day. 


Plain  language  memogc*.  subject  to  being  deferred  In  favor  of  full  rate  aad  CDE 

messages. 


DEFERREDS  (LC) 


NIGHT  LETTERS 


Ace«*pteil  up  to  2  A.M.  for  delivery  not  earlier  than  tho  following  morning  at  rates 
sub-t  1  nt  lolly  lower  than  the  full  rate  telegram  or  day  letter  rates. 


r’IC.HT  LETTERS  (NL^) 

Overnight  plain-language  inMUgcm.  Minimum  charge  of  Co  wepl*  applies 


[^^*7  *  |  /  f  iTjJ 

3249  Newark  Street 
Washington  8.  D.C. 


^y-z=>  ~~J** -  ^2*C_ 


■A—zsS'- 


— Xj^-^  /^°~ 

V  ^  ✓X  „  .  / 


A-  X-^3 


x. 


£XXXs-v  '  ^ 

S  £^U#A  "70  XCt# 

j>x~  -^f-  ^  >^>x~  c^- 


X  /«*- 


£ 


'^"{~xey,  ^7  sf 


s/-y 


SUUrXFRIKX 


JLtllcc(i<yi  - C?c  ju,  ^ /Um. 

Ut  OV  CLu,<  ClUyO  ja.V'it  s~i  3 
u  S cuu  Ccmt^ 
C^PUaUjuO^.  fUUC\L&Uj  toa 

g ? .Tff# ^ 

°C^  H$  -/  S  utt cJJt-^ Ira*  ■ 
p_pXo  Oca  s(_tD  H <  ?  -  «U 

CQSi-i.  A'  ^UcUl  1  ^  0<  C  ■SCa  S  cas‘ 

2^a1  ■  f.  t  ^\A&^, y;  'tS' 

^-.JO _ &U.  V,:^G>_;y  ''■§-. 

£\ 


^  O0^uo  u kx  ^^Lua lu/> $fi 

Pv-S^l  ,-Vc_£^  i5  ItT, 

<\>CIALUJ\_  ICfW  Uci  l© 


yviuov  rc^  Uct  i» 

?bS '  c  °&‘a  ^ 

i\^->  iLuJ-Ot  CO  O-P't  iCVu.  *3  £ 

--tf  Mij'er*C/'a''  '  a 

•A  t  J^OOUX ,  ->  Itf-j.  ;  ff.  i  GO  OtU/  i 

•*  f  r  u<a<.  V  P«.  y.  OtfUVvO.  tXy  t€f 

■^Rf'^CcU^  U>-^  (P  i/1,1  uy»  0>C/ iXl"'-' ’ 

I  bau  I^W^sUtaLuLcC^ 

r  Cu.cz  ,/v  Aa  *•£.,.  \/uw^ — - 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  VERMONT 
AND  STATE  AGRICULTURAL  COLLEGE 

BURLINGTON,  VERMONT 


The  University  Libraries 
Office  of  Director 


/f/ff/ 

P/L  jU  /enJP 

■  Au£t  a^mCT 

t (a/uA  ~/<f  •AaA'  (dAAL^Ai. £ 


fib,  PzA  /y  clUjS 

jLxrW  ay  (Lu^ji —  . 

ir  xv/t 't'  . 

QaJl  AUvJlI  6o  Av  /  A 

rj.  ^Ay  JsA  $ jj^  /U^A  //■ 

AjL£<XAlA-^'  ■  s 

Lthu  Usui?  /(Ux  (U>-x«^u^jl 

cyj-  czlQ.  Sj^> 

W4"  $*<*4.  Py 


it 

(/fax) 


(AaJi 


yyzlt  M 


J.l 


V  - 


UJU 


^ux.p/,1  ij  tr  Ux-  lxc. 


'iS^Ry 

cuRh  l  ^  u  —  t  ^  h 


U<(U‘C^  Cl*C?>< 

&LUX.  fe  CJu  Ito  Ua.  - 

(WRuiP  ^  j^CY£ 

t^iCclc^UPci  cl/' c* 
'CcM  u.U(cZ__^ 

■  jJch 


M.  C.  MIGEL,  Chairman,  Board  of  Trustees 


WILLIAM  ZIEGLER,  JR.,  President 


STETSON  K,  RYAN,  Vice-President 


GABRIEL  FARRELL,  D.D.,  Secretary 


JANSEN  NOYES,  JR.,  Treasurer 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  Inc. 


1  5  WEST  16TH  STREET  •  NEW  YORK  11,  N.  Y.  •  WATKINS  4-0420 
CABLE  ADDRESS:  FOUNDATION,  NEW  YORK 


HON.  HARRY  S.  TRUMAN,  Ho  norary  President 


•M.  ROBERT  BARNETT 
Executive  Director 


•HELEN  A.  KELLER,  L.H.D.,  LL.D. 
Counselor,  Bureau  of  National  and  International  Relations 


June  18,  1951 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Your  note  came,  last  week,  while  Mi3s  Keller  and  Miss  Thomson 
were  here  at  the  Foundation,  so  I  glanced  through  it  very 
hurriedly  and  passed  it  along  to  them.  1  do  hope  that  Mr. 
Henney  is  feeling  much  better  and  able  to  enjoy  Snowville. 

Miss  teller  and  Miss  Thomson  both  looked  very  well  -  thanks, 
only,  to  their  restful  eighteen  days  on  the  ocean.  While 
here  in  the  city,  they  were,  as  usual,  very  busy  but  we  were 
fortunate  in  seeing  them  several  times.  Mr.  Whittington 
and  I  saw  them  safely  on  board  the  train  to  Alabama  on 
Thursday  night,  although  I'm  sure  Miss  Thomson  wished  she  were 
on  her  way  to  Westport.  However,  it  won't  be  too  long  before 
they  will  be  back. 

Because  we  are  not  in  a  position  to  answer  it,  I'm  enclosing 
a  letter  received  today,  from  Appleton-Century-Crofts,  Inc. 
Everything  else  seems  to  be  going  along  fairly  well.  Every¬ 
one  was  very  much  pleased  with  the  new  Helen  Keller  Room  and 
it  certainly  is  all  that  it  should  be.  It  will  have  to  be 
one  of  your  first  stops  this  fall! 


Sincerely, 


Enclosure 


•Blind 


Please  see  reverse  side 


BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 


•Col.  E.  A.  BAKER,  MC  ,  O  B  E. 

Manag-ns  Director,  Canadian  Na- 
t  il  Institute  hr  the  Blind, 
Toronto,  Onttno,  Crnrda 


MASON  H  BIGELOW 

the  Prevention  ol  Blindness, 


WALTER  O.  BRIGGS 
HAROLD  T.  CLARK,  HH  D 


GABRIEL  FARRELL,  D.D. 

Director,  Perkins  Institution  end 
Mm? -husetts  School  for  the 
Blind,  Watertown,  Matt. 


•WINTHROP  K.  HCWE,  JR. 

Member.  New  York  State  Commission 
lor  the  Hhnd,  Rochester,  New  York 


HOWARD  M  LIECHTY 

Managing  Editor,  The  Matilda 
Z'rgl rt  Magazine  lor  the 
Blind,  Monte  r.  New  York 


GEORGE  MCDONALD 

New  York,  N.  V 


CHAUNCEY  McCORMlCK 

Director,  The  Illinois  Society  for 
the  Prevention  of  Blindness, 
Chicago,  III. 

GARFIELD  D  MERNER 

San  Francisco,  California 

•GEORGE  f  MEYER 

Executive  Director,  New  Jersey 
Newark,  M.  J 


M  (  MIGEL 

Ex- Chairman,  New  York  State 
Commission  for  the  Blind. 


RICHARD  H.  MIGEL 
RICHARD  L.  MORRIS 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

JANSEN  NOYES,  JR 

New  York,  N  Y. 

G  A.  PFEIFFER 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

ROBERT  M.  PROUTY 

Massachusetts  Association  lor 
Promoting  the  Interests  of  the 


STETSON  K  RYAN 

Executive  Secretary  3oa'd  of 

•PETER  J.  SALMON 


WILLIAM  ZIEGLER,  IR 


lx/*  -t-H'U 

Luk\-vLi.(c.u^ 


Susij  \j^JLA* 

U  •  t"f- 


f  U-u  f  .  _ 

tC,  --  ii/u  tv,  >tc  ( {<->  ini  t  u 

"  3h  Cp^  [P\ 


h-«^  vrfr  a^._ 

p  C  V.  v  t  oV 


-  i  I  . 


M.  C.  MIGEL,  Chairman,  Board  of  Trustees  WILLIAM  ZIEGLER,  JR.,  President  FRANKLIN  F.  HOPPER,  Vice-President 

GABRIEL  FARRELL,  D.D.,  Secretary  RICHARD  L.  MORRIS,  Treasurer 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  Inc. 

15  WEST  16TH  STREET  •  NEW  YORK  1 1 ,  N.  Y.  •  CHELSEA  3-2820 


ROBERT  B.  IRWIN,  LL.D. 

Executive  Director 


HELEN  A.  KELLER,  L.H.D.,  LL.D. 

Counselor,  Bureau  of  National  and  International  Relations 


1  v  S7 


cm  ducy  u  d  0<u"'  , 

lr^=,  l  fad-  IwS  af<Lt  ^ 

rUlS  Oo  i-i-  w  -;A 

Cui2<  u—f 


/I 


SA  , 

1  iA 


fLQLiTuCL  db  (M"* 

/-n  Ax-v  ts/  I  i  A  (jL-bL, 


^  Cadi 

Cum  aA/us(ra.<r^^^,fc7j  u  f  /• 

^  tAu-.tee.i-  £ 

R  EsulG/cJiA,'  (&i:  ^  Cj-dLs— 

[tc  ^uaSia.  rt  CJaloCx  fuatC  'Jf •  /\ 

U*:--u  %(-  -  C  A 

ja  rtCf-cfacei'  ‘FA  0  ' 


/e-tfft?  fevers e  side 


Cu(\  C U  QlUu*  X  /GC-  k 


■ft- 


C  /c 


/  LnO'-C/U.  vt'T/u L— 

^  ^  It  CCA  1C  u<Xn  feuru 

k.  I-  HxU  I W-  ^ h 

''  ~i  '  /*  /  j  r.  A  4"  (f^*  (j^ 

K-1'  Vt elf  t’  M«a^ Sfu 

bf  CcwV, 

a£_  »  FuJc,  ttiu-2fa  C  *-  . 

CCi'  /Cw  c  u.!Q(^>.  LUCC 

JiK.  tw 

LcCluoJTlCS  L,1C-  V 

■Ji  taj-  VL&etunt,  TuiuCfts  VA  b 

lc^Ce-  «X(  uC  LUc^-i  ^ctiuJ-U - 
cu  Tics  ^uo(.  u^iV  &  u#7iw‘  vS 

cirif  T  Wox,  6‘lf  Tfo.  »  iy 
re  U.p.r;  ic«fj\  LU~  \Lp.t  ^  dr  X-%  T 

Vaa*  ** 


X.,. 


!  Preii,  Inc  .  New 


ELL  'WINTHROP  K.  HOWE,  JR 

Smefi.  Member,  New  York  Slate  Comm  1 
York,  for  the  Blind,  Rochester,  New  ' 


lion  and 
lor  the 


MISS  MARY  V.  HUN 

Albany,  N.  V 


GEORGE  MacDON/ 


IAUNCEY  McCORM 

•rector.  The  lll.no.*  Sort* 
the  Prevent. on  of  31, r 


M.  C.  MIGEL,  Chairman,  Board  of  Trustees  WILLIAM 

GABRIEL  FARRELL,  D.D.,  Secretary 


ZIEGLER,  JR.,  President 


RICHARD  L.  MORRIS,  Treasurer 


FRANKLIN  F.  HOPPER,  Vice-P,«i<W 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  Inc. 

15  WEST  16TH  STREET  •  NEW  YORK  11,  N.  Y,  •  CHELSEA  3-2820 


ROBERT  B.  IRWIN,  LL.D. 
Executive  Director 


HELEN  A.  KELLER,  L.H.D.,  LL.D. 

Counselor,  Bureau  of  National  and  International  Relation: 
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Please  see  reverse  side 
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PALACIO  DE  BELLAS  ARIES 

(TEATRO  N ACION AL  DE  MEXICO) 
MEXICO,  D.  F. 


VISITADE  CORTES  A  MOCTEZUMA. —  Juan 
Ortega.  Con  toda  la  majestad  de  su  investidura,  con 
el  alma  transida  de  dolor,  el  emperador  Moctezu- 
ma  recibe  en  supalacio  la  visita  de  Cortez  y  su  se- 
quito,  en  el  que  figuran  como  interpretes  dona  Ma¬ 
rina  y  Quetzalcoatl. 


With  all  his  splendor,  but  with  his  face  full  of  pain 
and  grief,  the  emperor  Moctezuma  receives  in  his 
palace  Cortes  and  his  staff,  Marina  (Malinche)  and 
the  priest  Quetzalcoatl  doing  the  interpreting. 
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•M.  ROBERT  BARNETT 
Executive  Director 
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September  14,  1951 


Mrs,  Keith  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 

My  dear  Nella: 

I  am  eagerly  looking  forward  to  that  time  in  November  when  you 
"migrate  south"  and  I  can  hear  about  your  summer  and  then  tell 
you  about  mine. 

You  know  by  now  that  Miss  Dunham  i3  practically  on  her  way  to 
Saudi  Arabia  and  you  will  be  among  the  first  to  hear  of  her  new 
experiences  when  she  arrives. 

Consistent  with  our  arrangement  that  you  handle  the  literary 
affairs  of  Miss  Keller  I  am  sending  on  some  material,  the  disposition 
of  which  you  can  determine  better  than  anyone  else. 

It  will  be  my  pleasure  to  be  a  guest  at  Westport  this  weekend  and 
it  would  be  wonderful  if  it  turned  out  that  you  were  going  to  be 
there  too  but  I  imagine  it  is  a  long  treck  from  Snowville  to 
Westport  for  weekends  so  I  will  wait  until  you  return. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


C.  H.  Whittington 
Executive  Assistant 
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September  23,  1951 


My  dearest  fr  lends , 


I  can  think  of  no  other  instance  in  my  life  when  I  have  been  rendered 
inarticulate.  Nor  have  I  ever  been  so  complimented. 

My  first,  enthusiastic  reaction  to  your  wonderful  proposal  was,  naturally, 
affirmative.  Upon  reflection,  however,  my  reasoning  has  been  tempered  by  such 
questions  ass  What  are  coumuting  facilities  from  Westport  to  the  Foundation! 
What  portion  of  my  day  would  be  spent  in  such  commuting?  Can  T  be  of  real 
service  to  Helen  and  Polly  in  helping  to  run  the  house,  or  would  they  want 
such  a  contribution?  Would  pursuit  of  personal  pleasure  confliot  too  often 
with  occasions  when  my  presence  could  be  an  adjunct  to  plans  which  Helen  and 
Polly  might  make? 

So  many  questions  come  to  mind l 

I  am  by  nature  the  "family  type."  I  am  not  at  all  sure  that  I  will  not 
endeavor  to  find  some  girl  foolish  enough  to  become  my  wife  in  the  not  too 
distant  future.  The  three  of  us  could,  I  am  convinced,  live  as  one  family. 

My  getting  married  would  make  of  us,  immediately,  two  families.... and  that 
would  not  work  under  one  roof. 

Still,  my  whole  response  to  the  matter  is,  yes,  definitely,  T  would  like 
to  make  my  home  at  Arcan  Ridge.  How  thoroughly  delightful  that  would  be. 

Would  it  be  possible  for  us  to  enter  upon  a  trial  basis?  Could  we  go 
into  this  arrangement  with  the  understanding  that  at  the  end  of  a  specified 
time  we  would  honestly  review  our  opinions  of  how  each  of  us  feels  about 
the  set-up.... and  act  accordingly?  And  remain  friends  if  the  verdict  were 
against  a  continuation  of  the  coalition? 

May  we  talk  about  it. ...... .soon? 


Gratefully, 


'Blind 
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MASSACHUSETTS  INSTITUTE  OF  TECHNOLOGY 

CAMBRIDGE  39,  MASS 


DEPARTM  ENT  OF 


MODERN  LANGUAGES 


November  9,  19 Si 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Snowville 

Poss  Mountain,  N .  H. 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

The  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  has  asked  me  to  send 
you  the  translation  I  am  doing  of  a  biography  of  Louis  Braille, 
so  that  you  can  make  a  resume  of  it  for  Helen  Keller's  use. 

It  is  herewith  enclosed,  or  as  much  of  it  as  I  have  done  so 
far  and  had  typed  up.  The  rest  will  be  sent  along  to  you  as 
soon  as  it  gets  done.  I  am  hoping  to  have  it  finished  by  the 
end  of  next  week. 

I  must  apologize  for  any  inaccuracies  or  typographical  errors 
you  will  find,  and  I  know  there  are  some  from  just  a  hurried 
glance  at  the  pages;  but  I  will  not  be  able  to  proofread  the 
manuscript  until  it  is  finished.  It  has  to  be  checked  for 
dates  and  inconsistencies  of  translation.  Unfortunately,  since 
the  Foundation  is  eager  to  get  the  translation  as  soon  as 
possible,  I  have  had  to  have  it  typed  as  I  went  along--  not  the 
best  way  to  do  things. 

Since  the  final  draft  has  not  been  checked,  please  send  it 
back  to  me  when  you  have  finished  with  it.  after  I  have  gone 
over  it,  I  will  it  back  to  you  (either  the  original  copy  or 
the  carbon  copy,  whichever  you  prefer)  together  with  the 
French  original,  and  you  can  then  send  them  both  on  to  the 
Foundation.  I  will  send  the  other  copy  directly  to  the 
Foundation  myself. 


it 


When  you  return  the  translation  to  me,  please  send^to  me  here 
at  the  Department  of  Modern  Languages  at  M.I.T.  by  riegistered 
First  Class  mail. 

as  you  will  see,  the  biography  is  ratheriy  highly  fictionalized, 
but  I  hope  it  will  be  of  use  to  you. 


Sincerely  yours. 


Ruth  Mandalian 
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DOUBLEDAY  &  COMPANY,  INC., 


( £T  575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  HILL  S-5300 


January  16,  1952 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  L.I.,  N.Y. 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

We  have  received  a  request  for 
information  on  the  possibility  of  doing 
a  television  adaotation  of  your  book 
Anna  Sullivan  Macy. 


We  wonder  if  you  would  like  us 
to  try  and  negotiate  such  a  sale  for  you. 
TV  rights  are  not  specified  in  our  present 
contract,  but  we  would  be  glad  to  handle 
this  matter  for  the  usual  10‘S  commission. 
We  would  appreciate  your  reply  at  your 
earliest  convenience. 


Sincerely  yours, 

John  T.  Sargent 


DOUBLEDAY  &  COMPANY,  INC., 


<^75  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


•January  13,  195>2 


Mrs .  Nella  Braddy  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Thank  you  for  your  note  and 
your  permission  to  try  and  arrange  for 
a  television  presentation  of  your  book. 
You  are  right  in  assuming  that  it  would 
be  for  one  use  only  and  if  r/e  are 
successful  in  our  negotiations,  we  will 
certainly  advise  you  as  to  when  the 
performance  will  occur. 


Sincerely  yours. 


John  T.  Sargent 


JTS:lc 


Jo  Davidson 


6.  RUE  LECONTE  DE  LI8LE 


PARIS  XV  I  *  _  TEL  .  AUTEU  I  L  55-2G 


January  24,  1952 


Dear  Nella: 

I  am  not  going  to  attempt  to  write  much  of  a 
letter.  As  the  days  go  by  it  seems  to  take  me 
more  and  more  courage  to  keep  my  chin  up,  so  I 
just  want  to  tell  you  what  it  meant  to  me  to  get 
your  letter  and  I  know  that  I  have  you  for  such  a 
warm  friend.  I  have  so  much  I  would  like  to  tell 
you  about  Jo.  His  Israel  story  is  something  by 
itself.  He  literally  burnt  himself  up  in  his 
enthusiasm.  My  plans  at  present  are  to  go  to 
Israel  the  end  of  February  and  to  carry  on  some 
of  his  ideas  there,  in  which  I  have  the  backing 
of  the  Israeli  government.  I  may  be  coming  over 
to  America  in  the  spring. 

I  wrote  to  dear  Helen  and  Polly  almost  at 
once.  They  are  so  close  to  me.  Jo  loved  them  so 
tenderly,  so  much.  1  told  then  that  while  we  were 
in  Israel  there  wasn't  a  day  that  he  didn't  talk 
about  his  Helen. 

This  is  all  I  want  to  write  now,  dear  We 11a. 

My  love  to  you  and  Keith. 


As  ever ,  u 


wo aar-’Afl  ol» 


fijBu  "o  btkOOU  aun  o 
Oti  ?e  itUSU'A  -*«VX  aiHX^ 


[  »  J  /:  Ui 


:sJIe  if:  '  . 


lo  -  i  ui  e.'d±*r.  d  dc  tedde  .nlc  don 
os  tojfid  od  e’xeoB  dl  xd\:  os  s^ab  end  eA  .leddel 
I  oe  tqw  nli  ■■>  c  >o:  od  e  btjj oo  etc  ;  .  e  or 

di  j  od  <  od  dr  di  d.v  *  x/o  ,  .  d  d  d  de  f, 

-  boa  leddel  uxo^ 

do;  I  •  . 

vfj  ^nixidemoE  el  ode  lea'iel  e±H  .  oL  drrode  r/oi£ 
;■  ./  h  d  --  d  ..  •  .1  •  • 

od  03  od  sia  dneasiq  da  eaalq  .fflaaleXHldn® 
e".:c  no  Y^rieo  od  bx:.:  ,‘t  nd  lo  ;  orld  le/s'isl 

'  o  d  :  •  J  .  ;  '  .  ,  >  i  •:  1 

“levo  snlooo  pcf  '{an  I  .dnmm'rxevcs  Heeiel  arid  lo 


da  d8C  rls  rllol  bn  a  nr  •  se  od  sdoT  I 

op.  .  t&rid  bevol  oL  .e  od  ofoIo  oo  r-'ia  *,;erir  .oo: 
t-:  ft./  sXJtr:-.  dflxld  xierid  olod  .C  .  ■  or  tvlfielned 

jilad  d’nblb  erf  darid  ^ab  a  d'neew  •  d  leaiel  nl 


rials  eld  dxrodo 


•  allew  -icab  ,won  edliw  od  dnmv  I  IIb  eJt  elxi T 


;  dis  ,  boss  no\,  od  av.  I 


vj^4» 


neve  eA 


Helen  Keller 


IT,  I^SfS^jf 


Sa^otc 


Westport,  Connecticut 


QttcAtsL  Udic.  _  , 

1  Ctu-o  Cu  i;*u  &mA Ll 

ClC  V  U  it  TTU  •  TtJVj  O/m,  ^oo  (iU/> . 

£  "  WldLu  H-f  iw  tea  ^  caj — 

,  'vju.oi  Cc^ 

,  0  / 

/fcosrj.t'it  ^<w  Ufuj^Lfi 

l /)  C-ftr^Cuti.  i-/'  T’liy 

-tc^  reacts  a  a.o/ adifSLc/  fu*-- 
ut<u,  c  (?<^cluKs  d  d/wa  ^ . 
Lid.  c  lola  tr-tidu-  c^a_ 

Llj.  lauCi-  ijjJ-  ■  GUc^j  ^ 

uv-  *-  CLcs^r, 

U'VJiA.  Cl^iA  d,AJ"' 


e;fjffu.u _ .,huEL~*>»L 

I  lkJ*VL~-~  0t*«_^££jC 

l_t&^dUz  _ 


CtcCt  UTU  ttttu.  CLflt  sY  ^ 'IJ 

'  iu  T  ,A 


c a*A  we^hl-  & 
tfhcJIxt  H[.kd^h 


t 

It 


p__  It  fi-u  Uvx.1- — 

^  Udto\  UuJ—  -  ^La 


S<4 

t 


e) 


<j  r 

s3 

'a 


I  _j_n  cO_  a.  «■ 

u£ u El i 


C^U  Cl^-^n 

n  i  Til  s.  Uj-'N  y 


-  UL  .  ,  y\  n  . _ “ 

t/cvjaJK  ^  (3  — 


3° 

_  6j? 


Q  (a  !  ClllJ  \  C  . 


CiA 

o3-k» —  Co 

'iuu  ad ^ 


>jja 

id- 

msnrtr*' 

V  {dUSto  ^  ^  ^ 
flilOrfU  UJLr-  TT 

fd  (aJ1)  ~  fojjif 

1  dot  c 

cJ/  Lu-f  6t0  d 

bt‘;S^W7' 

Ctuo  1£U  Aa 

(XC  M  ,  ^(Xxo  Iuj 
^-CaSI;  'IoKju^  ^twf 


a.E/uffcL  f\u(f  ^ 

cCl  V£^ 

3  ^bcTrHy^ 

SfM  .  / 

'Qrv  G-V-J.  U.  ^  ^  ' 

f^aSLC^  OtOUcrQ  =Y 

uic  (VVv-  -> 

j(rsa/w*Bi  »  .  , 

i  ^  Pi  i  n,  C  ^  ^  ‘  ' 
CJ-A^—  Q-fJVrL'  .  utr 

Pcli  ‘ 

ujur.t  ^  — 

fcM%  *UUU4  {1^7f777' 
f-f ( i^u-t-  C*-G* —  •  ■  ] 


/T 


1* 


mtk uncut;  ttzs- 

Sla6cTUcU/  Cst>  AteiCCU*-*- 
TU,(AL  LftuU  '  /‘  tvo/"  & 

cuftOU-fiawaui^^  ' 


&£. 


^LT'kV'^* 

TntiCA^Wi  w/co  &u  *tg- 

ff^UUL<  1  tl 

tH  *  -  *  rfibuix- 

r^itj  ^yd  <*>  5W .  <L- 
r/vti/-  ?  i  ^  1 1  ucTvx  pW  u.et-  . 
3  UiiufiAL/C^a  uit  utfa 
(V-j  &  ^  ■-  -  'P  c^cn a_ 


U«^a  frSctWOfc^ 

TfLspeee&q  ^u<- 
a^j^u  <bc  t(L  ic-i  ^ ^  - 

rr  AiuJ-acu/1'  ^  ^ 
f-^C&jNCw  k  6l  c^-v>- 

(Vryja^^ 


d 


ctua  S.uif  cuoQLsi-  (  UA4.  bp 
\$Ja  1/U<AW  f  -  lu>  Wj* 

cu  CuuiSi^-  tf*«5b^“y 

b/pcU  iAb  y  '  f  r~  /  *  /•/ / r , 
ft.  TP*iJl  loCi  L><  ^ 


U/t  />  MV«-U  ^!U'  ... 

T7.Q<wb  -rfc 

W*  ‘fe  k~  ^rtf^v 

uull(U  bJ. 


Helen  KelL 


'^'^4  UtArfo 

ft ‘U*w»  ■)-£***.  T"«<J  o.<x^U^_  Jv  J oex^^, 

i^-ru£.  1^  e-co«0  j  tefijf  fa  £Cj 

nT\f  — 


,  /  [KA«/c.3>I‘?Sa7 

Utlic  oUatii'  , 

1  tfn>  k 

f i\M  Jn  ^  c£ru  * 

:  lr  rJ .  !  o  6-  Cj  hruyvtf. 

iy  J  cu&  ^  I- 
3  £cia  c.  UUuJm  Q 

‘uilt  t 

UVJw^L  Gu~r  0^} 
OlOftjO  |e)-t^u^  ^ 


Cu^ul'  LuUS 


/  Cel/  hp  ^  ' 
oui/uno  TirWcv-?( 

'VuC^c  c  / 

G/ud^  uxtT0Ua*> 

UIU-& u^  ^  c  as<fiiS 

<lUJl  *>  lULG^  - 

cu<x  * 


w,  +■*.  cua!  * 


?R7, 


IT, 

CSicMSUUnHh'  -/ 

CCJu  i"£  C/w^tW- 
("(  t  y  OC  J&l  lkA  '  ^ 

su-  rat f  ^ 

U'- 1 C  ^  -<  ^jv/V  ^ 1 

f  (cJh 

Ua^cu-c.  7 

■QLfftW  ^  b'Jl  >  t 

f\t(T—-  /Luut  7^ 

R.s-Ou-1-  CuC/  3i  f 
tclitl'  u<  uJr C'uO- 
ifiu/- 

h.  r  cJ.aiixj  ■  Cud  U<t 


- 


olu^oviqx£<- 
CtC.^W’  ^ 

qilK  bZ/ie-b,  \S  ^T 

uaf  i  rtc/vs  " to/- 

u^ii- .  f^tM  rJ/c, 
</*’• 1  u  ■  ’'• nr-1-  “ 


C 


$&£&)&■ 
^ 6<  a  ■  ™u‘  /  V*?  ’ 

coC,  rco^. 
1/.  ir  cL^Cot 
pAtClifU  iutu^^- 1  J 

^rfTIu.  Co  cl  ?^A 


Uc ila  ClecA 


u  u  At  {^t<nJL — 
**&**- 

«\)CX-.  b^e-t  Cua-j^O-  U( 
t£c  $ccl  Ui  0  S  U 

G<C  MM 


/£. 


4o 


Uc  Du _ 1  hi  Au^  QcAt 

U  icG—-^- 

ru'fka  •>/'  °:ly  c'^ 

C=- 


(JL,sIlCU  <- 
£ 


(J  5~L/V/ 


r 


u.  rfu— ^  L>-  ^ 

cu^u'fcpx/^  Aitr 

(;(K  ^  ^  - 


v-r  Jc  i  &. 

fh  ^  c  Ccd^  Li-A  LjrAA  ' 

W(,s  Knu^-  ^A'u^h 

QJ,  ft  C  V-  b.  IU-  i  ’  / 

(Vo  ^  l"£  i,  h 


WILLIAM  ZIEGLER,  JR.,  President 


STETSON  K.  RYAN,  V.ce-President 


M.  C.  MIGEL,  Chairman,  Board  of  Trustees 

GABRIEL  FARRELL,  Secretary  JANSEN  NOYES,  JR.,  Treasurer 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  Inc. 

15  WEST  16TH  STREET  •  NEW  YORK  11,  N.  Y  •  WATKINS  4-0420 
CABLE  ADDRESS:  FOUNDATION,  NEW  YORK 


HON.  HARRY  S.  TRUMAN,  Honorary  President 


•M.  ROBERT  BARNETT 
Executive  Director 


•HELEN  A.  KELLER,  L.H.D.,  LL.D. 
Counselor,  Bureau  of  National  and  International  Relations 


April  lL,  1952 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
1111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

You  will  remember  that  some  years  ago  I  prepared  a  short  sketch 
of  Helen  Keller' s  life  to  be  used  in  answer  to  requests  for  information 
on  Miss  Keller  from  high  school  students,  club  women,  etc.  Our  supply 
of  that  pamphlet  is  now  exhausted  and  I  have  therefore  brought  the  text 
up  to  date  for  immediate  publication. 

I  am  sending  you  enclosed  a  copy  of  this  revision.  As  you  will  see, 
actually  very  few  changes  and  additions  have  been  made.  I  wonder  if  you 
would  be  good  enough  to  read  the  manuscript  and  tell  us  if  you  think  it 
will  be  all  right  with  Miss  Keller  and  Miss  Thomson.  I  should  perhaps 
add  that  both  Miss  Keller  and  Miss  Thomson  have  okayed  the  text  as  it 
appeared  in  the  old  copy.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  believe  they  were  quite 
pleased  with  it. 

With  kindest  regards,  I  am, 


hi  :1m 


Helga  Lende 
Librarian 


enc. 

P.So  I  hope  you  will  not  mind  reading  the  copy  in  the  informal  way  in 
which  I  have  pasted  it  together  and  otherwise  prepared  it. 
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BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 


•Col  E.  A  BAKER,  M  C,  0.8  E 

Managing  Director,  Canadian  N*. 
Clonal  institute  for  the  Blind, 
Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada 

MASON  H.  BIGaOW 

President,  National  Society  for 
the  Prevention  of  Blindness, 
t  lev/  vnIv,  |-J  y. 

WALTER  O  BRIGGS 


HAROLD  T  CLAW  HH.D. 


F  E  DAVIS 

President,  Amer.can  Association  of 


GABRIEL  FARRELL 

Perkm:  institution  and  Massachusetts 
School  for  the  Blind, 

Watertown,  Mass 

‘.WINTHROP  K.  HOWE,  JR. 

Member,  f  Jew  Vorlt  State  Commission 
for  the  Blind,  Rochester.  New  York 

•ROY  KUMPE 

f '  esident,  A»ner<ran  Association  ol 
Workers  ior  the  Bi  nd,  little 

HOWARD  M  LIECHTY 

Managing  Id-tor,  The  Matilda 
Ziegler  Maganne  for  the 
Blind,  Monsey,  New  York 

GEORGE  MCDONALD 


CHAUNCEY  McCORMICK 

Director,  The  Illinois  Society  for 
the  Prevention  of  Blindness, 
Chicago,  III, 

DR.  DEANE  W  MALOTT 

president,  Cornell  University, 
llhaca,  New  York 

GARFIELD  D  MERNER 

San  Francisco.  California 

•GEORGE  F  MEYER 

Executive  Director,  New  Jersey 
Commission  for  the  Blind, 
Newark,  N.  J. 

M  C  MIGa 

Ee-Cha-rnian,  New  York  State 
Comtmision  for  the  Blinci 
New  ’’ork,  N  V 


RICHARD  H  MIGa 

New  York,  N.  Y 


J  P.  MORGAN,  II 

New  York,  New  York 


RICHARD  L.  MORRIS 

New  York,  N.  V. 


JANSEN  NOYES,  JR. 

New  York,  N  V, 


G.  A.  PFEIFFER 

New  York,  N  Y. 


ROBERT  M  PROUTv 

Massachusetts  Association  for 
Promoting  the  Interest  of  the 
«  Adult  Blind  Boston,  M 

STETSON  K.  RYAN 

Ltecutive  Secretary  Bean!  of 

Executive  Director,  Industrial  Horn* 
for  the  Blind,  Brooklyn,  Nev-  *  'k 

WILLIAM  ZIEGLER  JR 


•  Blind 


luJv'  Kti  it  PfeMuet-, 


o 


it 


*?CA  QIqU 

L> 

u.  s.  a, 


n 


S, 


f&jl* f-T[  * 


t — miry  *  ? '  imiff*  J,V*i  -  'Y 


Q&?  Hotel  Edward 

^ 'Mann *  tyaraJe 
Durban 


DIRECTORS:  MARCUS  M.  SACKS  (CHAIRMAN  AND  MANAGING  DIRECTOR!  B.  KESSEL,  M,  MILSON. 

P.  HEIMANN.  E.  A.  JOSEPH.  M.  EDMUND.  ALTERNATES  V.  KUZLO.  L.  E  KAPLAN.  L.  KUPER.  D.  S.  LISTER. 


Qf<?  Hotel  Edward 

cy\/tarins  (para  c/e 
Durban 


P.O.  BOX  105 
DURBAN 

NATAL 

‘Phone  26681 


1%  K.  U  *?!. 


C  CL*. 


LUTHJE'S  LANGHAM  MOTEL.  JOHANNESBURG  DEAL’S  MOTEL,  EAST  LONDON  HOTEL  EDWARD.  CAPE  TOWN 

RIVIERA  HOTEL.  VEREENIGING  MARINE  HOTEL.  CAPE  TOWN  OATH'S  MOTEL.  OADPLAATS 


DIRECTORS  I  MARCUS  M.  SACKS  (CHAIRMAN  AND  MANAGING  DIRECTOR)  B.  KCSSCL.  M.  WILSON 
P.  HCIMANN,  E.  A.  JOSEPH.  M.  EDMUND.  ALTCRNATCS  :  V  KUZLO.  L.  C.  KAPLAN.  L.  KUPER.  O  S.  LISTER. 


uM*it.*u*iio  .ucaw  niTKi  irpi 

Qf<?  Hotel  Edward 

tyA'larino  tyaracfe 
Durban 


P.O.  BOX  105 
DURBAN 
NATAL 

‘Phone  26681 


cy\/larino  tya.ra.de  . 

Durban  •  /  / 

(Sou  fluuffij  tusi  (jt  r 
T?<Uuh  ^ 

jruv  C/u  AU  <£•  A 


^  fbo^'lTc/.  ^  Lu,‘ 


LUC 


bfer  fSL/i 


/ 

/. 


A/  - 


p  L'.'JtCi  ^ 1  ;  1  ^  1  *  Cl 

tt5e  A?  (JUC  AfM?' 
Xu U-  T'  Ac: 
LUCl  (U  foC  ^  U  'V' 

V  au5  ft/- 

Up  <yu  a 


dU  p<-{ 

U<i/c  r_ 

l3  GllHl, 

to  lo  iTL  Cl 

[W6L 
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DIRECTORS:  MARCUS  M.  SACKS  (CHAIRMAN  AND  MANAGING  OIRCCTOR)  O.  KESSEL.  M.  HILSON. 
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AMALGAMATED  AFRICAN  HOTELS  LTD..  CONTROL 
LUTMJK'S  LANGHA^HOTEL.  JOHANNCSDURG  DEAL'S  HOTEL.  CAST  LONDON  HOTEL  COWARD.  CAPE  TOWN 

RIVICRA  HOTEL.  VEREENIGING  MARINE  HOTEL.  CAPE  TOWN  OATH'S  HOTEL.  OAOPLAATS 


Directors:  Marcus  M.  Sacks  (Chairman  and  Managing  Director).  B.  Kessel,  M.  Hilson. 
P.  Hclmann,  E.  A.  Joseph,  M.  Edmund. 

Alternates:  V.  Kuzlo,  L.  E.  Kaplan,  L.  Kuper.  D.  S.  Lister. 
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Bath's  Hotel.  Badplaats  Marine  Hotel.  Cape  Town 


Directors:  Marcus  M.  Sacks  (Chairman  and  Managing  Director).  B.  Kessel,  M.  Hilson. 
P.  Heimann,  E.  A.  Joseph.  M.  Edmund. 
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AMALGAMATED  AFRICAN  HOTELS  LTD..  CONTROL  0 

Luthje’s  Lang  ham  Hotel,  Johannesburg  Deal’s  Hotel.  East  London 

Riviera  Hotel,  Vereeniging  Hotel  Edward,  Cape  Town 

Bath's  Hotel,  Badploats  Marine  Hotel,  Cape  Town 


Directors:  Marcus  M.  Sacks  (Chairman  and  Managing  Director),  E.  Kessel,  M.  Hilson, 
P.  Heimann,  E.  A,  Joseph,  M.  Edmund. 

Alternates:  V.  Kuzlo,  L.  E.  Kaplan,  L.  Kuper,  D.  S.  Lister. 
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Lulhje’s  Langham  Hotel.  Johannesburg  Deal's  Hotel,  East  London 


Riviera  Hotel,  Vereeniging 
Bath’s  Hotel,  Badplaats 


Hotel  Edward,  Cape  Town 
Marine  Hotel.  Cape  Town 


Directors:  Marcus  M.  Sacks  (Chairman  and  Managing  Director).  B.  Kessel,  M.  Hilson, 
P.  Helmann,  E.  A.  Joseph,  M.  Edmund. 

Alternates:  V.  Kuzlo,  L.  E.  Kaplan.  L.  Kuper.  D.  S.  Lister. 
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AMALGAMATED  AFRICAN  HOTELS  LTD..  CONTROL 
Luthje's  Langham  Hotel,  Johannesburg  Deal's  Hotel,  East  London 

Riviera  Hotel,  Vereeniglng  Hotel  Edward,  Cape  Town 

Bath’s  Hotel,  Badplaats  Marine  Hotel.  Cape  Town 


Directors:  Marcus  M.  Sacks  (Chairman  and  Managing  Director),  B.  Kessel,  M.  Hilson. 
P.  Heimann,  E.  A.  Joseph,  M.  Edmund. 

Alternates:  V.  Kuzlo,  L.  E.  Kaplan,  L.  Kuper,  D.  S.  Lister. 
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AMALGAMATED  AFRICAN  HOTELS  LTD.,  CONTROL 
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Riviera  Hotel,  Vereeniging  Hotel  Edward.  Cape  Town 
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24th  April,  1952. 

Miss  Nella  Braddy  Henney, 

111,  Fifth  Street, 

Harden  City, 

NEW  YORX. 


Dear  Miss  Henney, 


This  vill  acknowledge  safe  receipt  of  the  cutting,  for  which  I  as, 
grates,  pi*,,,  con,,,  to  the  friend  who  ha.  ashed  that  they  he  sent  «y  .moor. 


thanks. 


Kindly  not,  «y  only  address  now  is  a,  above,  a,  I  have  had  to  close  down 
the  Johanne  s"bmrg  hox. 


Yours  sincerely, 

A.  V.  Blaxall. 
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Miss  HELEN  KELLER'S  VISIT  TO  THE  LEBANON  1952 


SUNDAY 
27. April 


MONDAY 
28. April 


A.M.  Morning 


P»M.  EVENING 


2.30  ARRIVAL  BEIRUT 

7*00  LECTURE  at  AUB. 
Assembly  Hall 
Welcome  by  H.E.  the 
Minister  of  Education. 


9J30  VISIT  to  the  PRESIDENT'S 
HOUSE,  signature  in  the 
Golden  Book. 

10 1 00  PRESS  CONFERENCE  at 
Al-Ahlia  College 

11:00  Short  address  at  this 
College. 


6*00  Short  visit  to  the  Mi¬ 
nister  and  Mrs. MYNBRT,  Minor 
American  Legation. 

6:30  LECTURE  at  the  FRENCH 
FACULTY  of  ledicine, 
(together  with  the 
"Socidtd  d'Assietance  aur 
Aveugles  du  Lib an" ) 


TUESDAY  9*30 
29. April  10:30 


American  College  for  Women  7*00  LECTURE  at  the 
American  Community  School  MEDICAL  SCHOOL  of  the 


12:00  Luncheon  at  the  house  of 
Drwand  Mrs. Penrose. 


A.U.B, 

•  :  a  'at 
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WEDNESDAY 

30. April 


—  Rest  - 


5*00  Tea  at  the  house  of 


Dr.V  .  Stoltzfus 


THURSDAY  9; 00 

1  .May 

10:30 

11:00 


School  for  the  Blind 
B o urge -Hamm oud . 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs 

Address  to  the  American 
School  for  girls. 


4*00  Training  School  and 

School  for  the  Blind  of 
the  British  Syr.Leb. 

Mission 


FRIDAY 
2. May 


9*30  International  College.  4*15 

12:30  Luncheon  at  the  Bristol 
Hotel  given  by  the 
Y.W.C.A.  and  the  Arab 
V/ omen's  Federation.  6*00 


College  Protestant 
Franceis  (together  with 
the  "Ecole  Supdrieure 
des  Lettres") 

Tea  at  the  Bristol  Hotel, 
offered  by  H.E.  the 
Minister  of^Kducation. 


SATURDAY 
3. May 


9*30  ASHRAFIE-Church: 

Official  reception  on 
behalf  of  the  Swiss 
School  for  the  Blind. 

11*00  Visit  to  the  Museum. 
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DOUBLEDAY  &  COMPANY,  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


April  28,  195 2 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Thank  you  for  your  note  of  the  25th. 

It  certainly  is  encouraging  to  hear  of 
Katherine  Cornell's  interest  interest  in 
the  Anne  Sullivan  and  Helen  Keller  story. 

You  will  recall  that  back  in  January, 
a  Mr.  Harold  Callen  was  interested  in  doing 
some  work  on  this  script  with  a  possible  view 
of  a  television  adaptation.  I  will  get  back 
in  touch  with  Mr.  CaL len  and  see  what  progress, 
if  any,  he  has  made.  If  Mr.  Callen  has  prepared 
a  script,  it  might  be  worth  having  your  friends 
look  at  it  to  see  if  it  might  be  considered 
for  Miss  Cornell. 

Sincerely  yours. 


John  T.  Sargent 
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NAAM  EN  ADRES  VAN  AFSENDER 
SENDERS  NAME  AND  ADDRESS 


P.O.Box  Si 


Boodepoort  Tvl., 

South  Africa  May  lUth  1952 


Miss  Nella  B.Henny 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City 
New  York  U.  S.A. 

Dear  Miss  Henny, 

Thank  you  for  your  note  and  for  your  kindness  in  carrying  out  Polly* s 
request,  I  really  appreciate  it.  I  wonder  if  you  can  he  so  good  as  to  secure 
me  a  copy  of  the  current  issue  of  Time  (  or  it  may  he  last  week  )  which  contains 
an  article  on  this  country  with  a  cover  photo  of  Dr.  Malan*  I  saw  the  issue  in 

an  American  friend’s  house  hut  it  is  not  on  sale  at  the  hook-shops  so  far  as 

I  can  ascertain.  If  you  have  any  expense  with  such  matters  do  please  let  me 
know  as  I  am  anxious  that  no  one  should  he  out  of  pocket  on  my  hehalf. 

I  wonder  if  you  have  seen  ouh  little  hook  about  the  trip  last  year,  it  is  not 

selling  very  rapidly  here  hut  people  are  strange,  they  will  horro^  a  hook  hut  few 
purchase,  howver  if  here  and  there  someone  is  moved  hy  it  to  help  the  cause  it 


will  he  worth  all  the  sweat* 

I  appreciate  how  anxious  you  must  he  until  they  get  home  again,  hut  it  a  con¬ 
solation  to  know  that  Helen  is  able  to  give  out  to  the  uttermost* 

Again  thanking  you  for  your  helpfulness. 


Yours  sincerely. 


WILLIAM  ZIEGLER,  JR.,  President 


•GEORGE  F.  MEYER,  Vice-President 


.M.  OWIGEL,  Chairman,  Board  of  Trustees 

DR.  GABRIEL  FARRELL,  Secretary 


JANSEN  NOYES,  JR.,  Treasurer 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  Inc. 

15  WEST  16TH  STREET  •  NEW  YORK  11,  N.  V.  •  WATKINS  4-0420 
CABLE  ADDRESS:  FOUNDATION,  NEW  yORK 


•M.  ROBERT  BARNETT 

Executive  Director 


•HELEN  A.  KELLER,  L.H.D.,  LLD. 
Counselor,  Bureau  of  National  and  International  Relations 


May  29,  1952 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

I  held  up  my  reply  to  your  letter  to  five  Mrs.  Campbell  a  chance  to 
see  if  she  could  locate  any  of  the  pictures  mentioned  by  Mr.  Mirlas 
in  the  Foundation's  archives.  She  reports  she  has  found  one  or  two 
but  that  is  all  so  far.  The  thought  has  occurred  to  me  that  perhaps 
he  could  use  some  of  the  old  pictures  which  we  have  of  Helen,  Polly 
and  Mrs.  Macy.  Therefore,  when  I  gather  them  together  I'll  ask  you 
to  okay  them  before  sending  to  Mr.  Mirlas. 


Had  a  card  from  Polly  reporting  that  all  is  well.  They  seem  to  be 
enjoying  their  tour  immensely.  The  time  is  going  by  quickly  and  before 
we  know  it  they'll  be  homeward  bound.  I,  for  one,  will  be  glad.  I 
honestly  miss  them  even  though  Polly  sometimes  runs  me  ragged. 

No  doubt  by  now  you  know  that  the  news  concerning  Dick  has  been  made 
official.  Did  you  know  he  was  married  to  Helen  Krueger  (a  girl  who  worked 
here  as  a  secretary  more  than  a  year  ago)  back  in  February?  I  was  really 
surprised  to  hear  that.  Of  course  I  wish  them  both  much  happiness  and  I 
hope  Dick  secures  a  good  position  very  soon. 

Sorry  to  hear  you  are  going  to  be  alone  for  a  week  or  so.  No  doubt  you 
are  used  to  the  house  and  that  part  of  the  country  and  won't  mind  it  too 
much.  I  think  I'd  die  if  I  had  to  stay  alone  in  the  country  for  any  length 
of  time.  I  am  not  cowardly  about  -very  much  but  I  remember  it  took  me  quite 
a  while  to  become  accustomed  to  staying  alone  in  my  apartment  the  nights 
my  husband  v.ras  away.  Now  it  doesn't  bother  me  at  all. 

Vfe  are  planning  a  trip  to  Connecticut  for  the  week-end.  Hope  the  weather 
stays  nice.  It  is  awfully  hot  and  humid  today. 


With  kindest  regards. 


P.S.  I  hope  you  got  rid  of  the  hives 


Sincerely  yours. 


•Blmd 


Please  see  reverse  side 


BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 


•Col.  E  A  BAKER,  M.C.O.BE. 

bA*i\4S>r\9  Director,  Canadian  Na¬ 
tional  Institute  lor  the  Blind, 
Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada 


DR  GABRIEL  FARRELL 

Perkins  Institution  and  Massachusetts 
School  for  the  Blind, 

Watertown,  Mass. 


MASON  H  BIGELOW 

President,  National  Society  for 
the  Prevention  of  Blrndneis, 
New  York,  N.  V. 

WALTER  O.  BRIGGS 

Detroit,  Mich. 


HAROLD  f  CLARK,  HH  D 


Vice- Prti- dent.  Cleveland  Society 
for  the  Blind,  Cleveland,  Ohio 


f  F  DAVIS 

Prudent.  American  Association  of 
Instructors  ol  the  Blind, 
Louisville.  Kentuclr 


•WINTHROP  K.  HOWE,  JR 

Member,  New  York  State  CosHtitsion 
lor  the  Blind,  Rochester,  New  York 

•ROY  KUMPE 

President,  American  Association  ol 
Workers  lor  the  Blind,  Little 
Rock,  Arkansas 

HOWARD  M  LIECHTY 

Managing  Editor,  The  Matilda 
Ziegler  Magaemc  for  the 
Blind,  Monser,  New  York 

GEORGE  MCDONALD 

New  York,  N  Y 


CHAUNCEY  McCORMICK 

Director  The  Illinois  Society  for 
the  Prevention  of  Blindness, 
Chicago,  III 


DEANE  W  MALOTT 

President,  Cornell  University, 
Ithaca,  New  York 


GARFIELD  D  MERNER 

San  Francisco,  California 


•GEORGE  F  MEYER 

Executive  Director,  New  Jettcr 
Commission  for  the  Blind, 
Newark,  t  J  I 


M  C  MIGa 

Ex-Chairman,  New  York  State 
Commission  lor  the  Blind, 
New  York,  N.  Y, 


RICHARD  H  MIGEL 

New  York.  N.  Y 


J  P.  MORGAN,  II 

New  York,  New  York 


JANSEN  NOYES,  JR 

New  York,  N.  V 


G  A  PFEIFFER 

Nm  Yolk.  N.  Y 


ROBERT  M  PROUTY 

Massachusetts  Association  for 
Promoting  the  Interests  of  the 
Adult  Blind,  Boston.  Mats. 

STETSON  K.  RYAN 

Executive  Secretary  Board  of 
Education  of  the  Blind,  Hart- 
lord,  Conn. 

•PETER  J  SALMON 

Executive  Director,  Industrial  Home 
lor  the  Blmd  Brooklyn,  New  York 

EUSTACE  SELIGMAN 

New  York,  N  Y 

WILLIAM  ZIEGLER.  JR 

President,  t  Matilda  Ziegler 
Foundation  for  the  Blind, 

New  Y oik,  N  v 


•Blind 


Juno  2,  1  >  T:2 


Dear  rs.  Davidson, 


Your  judge  ent  on  w-  t  pictures 
to  send  Mr.  HlrUs  i  sis  goo  Ins  '  I  sea 

no  reason  why  you  should  go  to  "the  bother  of 
allln  t  '  s.  m  3  tb  soo  -  :  ■  ■  lght  to  him. 
sms  of  the  nictures  wore  robably  returned  to 
t  e  ellor  family  and  It  la  possible  that  some 
of  them  were  burned  In  the  fire,  but  I  am  sure 
t  t  t  you  and  Mrs.  boll  will  bo  able  to  give 
him  a  goo-*  selection. 

I  ph  11  bo  interested  to  know 
w.\  t  Dick  In  going  to  do.  I  thin*  he  will  do  ’.-.’ell 
lover  it  is.  '  o  has  an  attractive  personality 
and  a  great  deal  of  ability  and  I  hope  he  has  found 
t  e  right  woman. 

Two  more  nights  alone.  I'll 
bo  gl  d  ’••‘•on  they  are  o’  or,  but  it  hasn't  been 
too  bad.  I  a  afraid  you  t ad  rain  for  your  trip 
1  o  non  oct  J  cut.  Ho  — 

better  f rom  "oily,  mailed 
in  Jerurr.leif .  7h o  really  strenuoiu  part  of  their 
tour  in  just  beginning,  but  they  both  seem  well . 

It  tires  me  just  to  think  of  wl  t.  they  are  'olng, 
but  they  enjoy  that  sort  of  thing  no  much  that 
it  i  n’t  an  h- rd  for  them  as  It  might  1  a  for  us. 


vor  sincerely  yours. 


DOUBLEDAY  &  COMPANY,  INC.,  PuMislicrs 


575  MADISON  AVENUE.  NEW  YORK  22  -  MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


May  28th  1952 


Dear  Nella: 

We  are  busy  at  the  moment  developing  motion  picture, radio 
and  television  markets  on  our  books.  At  the  moment  we  are 
having  enquiries  for  the  use  of  interesting  life  stories  of 
people  who  are  still  living  and  we  are  very  anxious  to 
develop  sales  in  this  field. 

In  the  days  when  the  contracts  for  the  books  by  Helen 
Keller, listed  below, were  made  there  was  no  such  thing  as  radio, 
television  or  motion  picture  rights  in  our  contracts.  We 
are  very  anxious  to  have  these  rights  in 


THE  STORY  OF  MY  LIFE 
HELEN  KELLER'S  JOURNAL 
LET  US  HAVE  FAITH 
MIDSTREAM:  My  Later  Life 
OUT  OF  THE  DARK 


and  wonder  if  you  know  whether  any  of  her  books  were  ever  sold 
to  the  movies  or  to  radio.  Not  having  those  rights  ourselvest  our 
records  do  not  show  any  sales. 

Would  it  be  possible  for  us  to  have  these  rights  granted  us 
in  Helen  Keller's  books? 

On  motion  picture,  radio  and  television  rights  we  would 
take  1C$  of  the  proceeds  on  ail  the  sales  made,  paying  to  Miss 
Keller  90$. 

If  you  would  like  to  have  me  put  this  in  a  formal  letter, 
which  she  will  sign  in  duplicate,  I  will  be  glad  to  do  so,  but 
I  thought  I  would  write  you  about  it  first. 

I  hope  both  you  and  Keith  are  well. 


Sincerely  yours  , 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City 
Long  Island,  New  York. 


Permissions  Department 


CAP: us 


M.  C.  MIGEL,  Chairman,  Board  of  Trustees  WILLIAM  ZIEGLER,  JR.,  President  ’GEORGE  F.  MEYER,  Vice-President 

DR.  GABRIEL  FARRELL,  Secretary  JANSEN  NOYES,  JR.,  Treasurer 

AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  Inc. 

15  WEST  16TH  STREET  •  NEW  YORK  11,  N.  Y.  •  WATKINS  4-0420 
CABLE  ADDRESS:  FOUNDATION,  NEW  YORK 


■M.  ROBERT  BARNETT 

Executive  Director 


•HELEN  A.  KELLER,  L.H.D.,  LL.D. 
Counselor,  Bureau  of  National  and  International  Relations 


June  4,  1952 


Dear  Mrs,  Henney: 

Dick  asked  me  to  forward  the  enclosed  to  you. 

I  don't  believe  he  has  a  definite  job  to  go  to  when  he  leaves 
here  but  I  hope  that  something  will  materialize  before  long. 

From  outward  appearances,  he  does  not  seem  the  least  bit  worried. 

His  wife  is  a  lovely  girl  and  I  do  hope  they  v/ill  be  happy  in  their 
marriage. 

Had  an  interesting  letter  from  Polly  and  a  cable  arrived  this  morning 
stating  they  had  arrived  in  Paris  and  were  at  the  home  of  Florence 
Davidson.  Although  this  part  of  their  trip  will  be  strenuous,  I'm 
quite  sure  they  will  enjoy  it. 

My  husband  and  I  started  for  Connecticut  over  the  last  week-end  but 
decided  to  go  on  to  Boston  where  the  weather  was  somewhat  better. 

We  drove  back  to  N.Y.  via  Cape  Cod  where  we  had  one  sunny  day.  Coming 
back  to  N.Y.  on  Sunday  night  was  terrific  on  account  of  traffic,  rain, 
and  washouts  along  the  parkways.  However,  we  arrived  home  about  12 
midnight  which  wasn't  too  bad. 

The  weather  has  been  delightful  these  past  two  days.  Just  hope  it 
continues  this  way. 

I  shall  take  care  of  sending  the  pictures  to  Mr.  Mirlas  as  soon 
as  Mrs.  Campbell  is  able  to  get  hold  of  them. 

Hope  your  husband  got  back  okay. 

Best  regards. 


Sincerely, 


"Blind 


Please  see  reverse  side 
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M.  C.  MIGEL,  Chairman,  Board  of  Trustees 


WILLIAM  ZIEGLER,  JR.,  President 


STETSON  K.  RYAN,  Vice-President 


GABRIEL  FARRELL,  Secretary 


JANSEN  NOYES,  JR.,  Treasurer 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  Inc. 


15  WEST  16TH  STREET  •  NEW  YORK  1 1 ,  N.  Y.  •  WATKINS  4  0420 
CABLE  ADDRESS:  FOUNDATION,  NEW  YORK 


HON  HARRY  S.  TRUMAN,  Honorary  President 


*M.  ROBERT  BARNETT 
Executive  Director 


•HELEN  A.  KELLER,  L.H.D.,  LL.D. 
Counselor,  Bureau  of  National  and  International  Relations 


June  6,  1952 


Mrs.  J.  K.  Henney 

Snowville 

New  Hampshire 

My  very  dear  Nella, 

There  has  been  not  one  day  since  your  letter  came  that  I  haven't  been  itching 
to  reply.  However,  the  Foundation  has  had  me  in  the  middle  of  budget  prepara¬ 
tion  end  there  has  been  nothing  to  do  but  let  the  bite  persist.  I  do  so  want 
all  the  words  in  this  to  be  the  right  ones,  because  I  feel  you  have  probably 
done  the  greatest  thing  for  me  anyone  could  do.  That  is,  to  show  me  that  even 
in  public  as  on  the  air  it  is  better  to  stick  to  the  prepared  script  than  to 
adlib  freely.  Apparently  I  express  myself  often  but  not  always  well. 

The  best  example  of  that  came  to  me  while  I  was  still  at  Westport  and  I  should 
have  taken  a  lesson  at  that  time.  I  thought  I  was  being  discreet  at  all  times 
in  answering  the  inevitable  questions  put  to  people  who  are  even  remotely  con¬ 
nected  with  Helen  Keller.  This  time,  though,  the  tpxestion  had  to  do  with  her 
reaction  to  color.  I  replied  that  whereas  we,  the  sighted,  describe  color  by 
looking  at  it.  Miss  Keller  tells  color  by  feeling.  Meaning,  of  course,  that 
she  thinks  of  red  as  warmth,  blue  as  icy,  eta.  Shortly  after  that  I  learned 
that  I  had  endowed  Miss  Keller  the  the  magical  ability  of  feeling  something 
and  being  able  to  tell  its  color'. 

In  our  own  conversations  about  ciiebfities,  again  I  did  not  say  the  right  thing. 
I  have  mentioned  to  you  subsequently  that  Polly  seems  to  be  shutting  herself 
(and,  therefore,  Helen)  off  from  all  contact  except  with  those  persons  who»  are 
considered  celebrities.  I  did  not  for  one  moment  mean  to  suggest  that  she  was 
seeking  them  out.  I  know  the  converse  is  true-  And  I  know  it  is  mpch  easier 
on  Polly  when  she  is  surrounded  by  people  who  are  not  gawking  at  Helen  the 
Celebrity. . .which,  certainly,  those  mentally  equipped  do  not  do.  I  hope  that 
is  not  the  wrong  thing  to  say  again,  because  Polly  has  been  selfless  and  tire¬ 
less  always  and  it  is  about  time  she  did  consider  herself  a  little.  You  know 
I  regard  Polly  as  one  of  the  greatest  women  it  has  ever  been  my  privilege  to 
meet,  and  that  high  regard  emboldens  me  to  say  that  I  have  heard  her  be  down¬ 
right  rude  to  people  she  considers  not  worth  wasting  the  time  of  Helen  Keller 
on.  And  the  evaluation  has  been  her  own  and  not  Helen's.  I  see,  too,  that 
her  responsibility  does  extend  to  eonserving  Helen' s  strength,  also,  but 
people  can  be  put  off  nicely.  I  would  make  this  criticism  only  to  you. 

As  for  Mrs.  Smith  (and  you  are  so  rightl)  that  must  wait  for  your  verandah,  but 
I  don't  know  when  that  will  be.  I  do  so  much  want  to  talk  to  you  because  I 
think  this  thing  which  I  consider  a  personal  failure  has  taken  away  some  of 

my  self-confidence,  which  I  will  need,  sorely,  when  I  walk  out  of  here  on 


(over) 


'Blind 


Please  see  reverse  side 


July  1,  to  start  Job  hunting.  I'm  so  damned  conscientious  I  won't  even  use 
Foundation  time  to  secure  my  future.  But  when  I  do  go  out,  I  think  your 
wonderful  words  will  have  Jostled  me  into  discreet  eagerness. 

Thanks,  Nella,  sincerely, 


Home  address: 

127  Vest  15th  Street 
NYC 


BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 


'<  hr  .he  Blind, 


GABRIEL  FARRELL 

PeHrmt  Institution  end  Massachusetts 
Gthool  for  the  Blind, 


•WINTHROP  1C  HOWE,  JR. 

far  the  Blind,  Rochester,  New  York 


CHAUNCEY  McCORMICK 

Director.  The  Illinois  Ccdetv  for 
the  Prevention  of  Blinane**, 
Chic ipo.  III 

DR  DEANE  W  MALOTT 

President,  Cornell  Universe, 
Ithaca,  New  York 


•ROY  KIJMPE 


Blind,  Montcv  I  Jew 


GARFIELD  D  MERNER 

Sen  Frenctico,  California 

GEORGE  F  MEYER 

f  'rcutive  Director,  New  Jersey 
commission  lo«  the  Blind 

ComrnlM  .r  for  the  Hind 


RICHARD  H.  MIGEL 

New  York,  N  V 


J  P  MORGAN,  II 

New  Yorl  ’  Jew  York 


RICHARD  L  MORRIS 


JANSEN  NOYES  JR 

New  York,  N  Y 


ROBERT  M  PROUTY 

h  oting  the  Jnteresti  of  the 


STETSON  1C.  RYAN 

Education  of  the  Blind,  Hart¬ 
ford.  Conn 

ffr  the  Blind  Brook!)  New  York 
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CENTENARY  OF  THE  DEATH  OF  LOUIS  BRAILLE 


Sunday,  June  15 
10  a.m. 

Monday,  June  16 
*  10  a.m. 


Tuesday,  June  17 
*  10  a,.m. 


*  2.30  p.m. 


Wednesday,  June  1 
*  10  a.m. 


*  3  p.m. 


*  6  p.m. 


* 


SCHEDULE  OF  CEREMONIES 


June  15  to  22,  1952. 


Holy  Mass  broadcast  from  the  National  Institute  for  the  Young- 
Blind,  56  Bd.  des  Invalides,  Baris  7. 


Visit  to  the  Darnel  Foundation,  Professional  Rehabilitation 
Center  for  Stenography  and  Typewriting,  French  Association  of 
Assistance  to  Civilian  Blind,  at  the  Salle  des  Societes  Savantes, 
28  rue  Serpcnte,  Paris  6. 


Visit  to  the  General  Union  of  Crippled  Civilian  Blind  of  France 
and  the  French  Colonies,  Palais  de  la  Mutuality,  24  rue  St.  Victor, 
Paris  5. 


Ceremony  in  honor  of  Louis  Braille  at  the  Musee  de  la  Franco 
d'Cutre-ivI^r,  P01  te  Doree,  Paris  12,  organized  by  the  Department 
of  the  Seine  and  the  Departmental  Institute  for  the  Blind  of 
St.  Mande. 


Official  inauguration  of  the  Centenary  Exhibition  at  the 
Departmental  Institute  for  the  Blind  of  the  Seine,  7  rue  Mongenot 
Saint-Mande. 

(The  Exhibition  will  be  open  from  June  18th  to  24th.) 


Reception  organized  at  the  Lycee  Janson  de  Saiilv,  106  rue  de 
la  Pompe,  Paris  16,  by  the  «  Association  for  the  Blind,  Light 
through  Books.  »  Visit  to  Exposition  of  «  Fraternal  Aid  to  the 
Blind.  » 


Visit  to  the  Union  of  Blind  Masseurs,  99  Bd.  Haussmann, 
Paris  8. 


Concert  at  the  National  Institute  for  the  Young  Blind,  56 
Bd.  des  Invalides,  Paris  7. 


9  P-m. 


Thursday,  June  19 

1 1  a.m. 

Religious  Service  at  the  Cathedral  of  Nolre-Dame  dc  Paris. 
Allocution  by  His  Excellence  Monseigneur  Feltin,  Archbishop  of 
Paris. 

*  2.30  -  4.30  p.m. 

Visit  to  the  Union  of  the  War  Blind,  49  rue  Blanche,  Paris. 

*  5  P-m. 

Reception  at  the  City  Hall  (Hotel  de  Ville),  offered  by  the 
Municipal  Council  of  Paris  and  by  the  General  Council  of  the 
Seine. 

Friday,  June  20 
*  10  'a,m. 

Visit  to  the  Association  Valentin  Haiiy,  7  rue  Duroc  Paris  7. 

*  3  p.m. 

Reception  of  the  President  of  the  French  Republic,  followed 
by  a  concert,  at  the  National  Institute  for  the  Young  Blind. 

*  5-3°  P-m- 

Visit  to  the  Federation  of  the  Civilian  Blind  of  France  and  the 
French  Union,  58  av.  Bosquet,  Paris  7. 

Saturday,  June  21 
9.30  a.m. 

Holy  Mass  at  Coupvray.  Seine-et-Marne,  under  the  presidency 
of  Monseigneur  Debray,  B'shnp  of  Mean X . 

11  a.m. 

Homage  of  the  Department  of  Seine-et-Marne  to  Louis  Braille 
at  Coupvray. 

4  p.m. 

Official  Ceremony  of  national  and  international  homage  to 
Louis  Braille  tit  the  Sorbonne,  under  the  presidency  of  the  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  French  Republic. 

Beginning  at  10  p.m. 

Funeral  watch  at  the  National  Institute  for  the  Young  Blind. 

Sunday,  June  22 

Transfer  of  the  Remains  of  Louis  Braille  to  the  Pantheon. 

10  a.m. 

Departure  of  procession  from  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Young  Blind. 

11  a.m. 

Ceremony  at  the  Panthdon. 

*  Only  the  bearers  of  a  special  invitation  card  will  be  granted  entrance 
to  the  ceremonies  marked  with  an  asterisk. 
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M.  C.  MIGEL,  Chairman,  Board  of  Trustees 


WILLIAM  ZIEGLER,  JR.,  President 


•GEORGE  F.  MEYER,  Vice-President 


DR.  GABRIEL  FARRELL,  Secretary 


JANSEN  NOYES,  JR.,  Treasurer 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  Inc 


15  WEST  16TH  STREET  •  NEW  YORK  1 1 ,  N.  y.  •  WATKINS  4-0420 
CABLE  ADDRESS:  FOUNDATION,  NEW  YORK 


•M.  ROBERT  BARNETT 
Executive  Director 


•HELEN  A.  KELLER,  L.H.D.,  LL.D. 
Counselor,  Bureau  of  National  and  International  Relations 


June  25,  1952 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Thank  you  for  sending  me  the  newspaper  items  about  Helen.  Y/hat 
wonderful  publicity  she  has  had  throughout  her  tour.  As  Polly 
stated,  it  has  been  a  succession  of  triumphs  for  Helen  all  along 
the  way.  Yes,  it  would  have  been  nice  if  you  and  I  could  have 
been  along.  Anyway,  I'm  delighted  that  Mr.  Migel  was  on  hand  in 


Paris. 


Had  a  letter  from  Polly  this  morning.  She  said  they  were  returning 
to  Mrs.  Davidson's  country  home  where  they  would  stay  until  their 
return  to  Paris  on  July  1st  and  then  they  would  start  packing  for 
their  trip  home.  I'll  bet  that  in  spite  of  everything  they  will 
both  be  glad  to  set  their  feet  on  good  old  Connecticut  terra  firma 
once  again. 

I'm  so  glad  to  hear  the  weather  is  delightful  in  Snowville.  Wish 
we  could  say  the  same  about  the  Vfeather  here.  We  have  had  plenty 
of  rain.  Hovrever,  today  is  clear,  but  hot  and  humid.  Since  I  have 
a  lot  of  correspondence  I'm  trying  not  to  think  too  much  about  the 
heat. 

Had  a  talk  with  Dick  yesterday.  He  told  me  he  was  leaving  the  Foundation 
on  Friday  and  that  Helen  and  he  were  going  on  a  trip  to  Buffalo  and  then 
perhaps  later  they  would  visit  you.  Since  my  son  has  just  bought  a  new 
home  on  the  Buffalo  Rd.,  between  Rochester  and  Buffalo,  I  gave  him  their 
telephone  no.  and  address  and  told  him  to  stop  off.  I  know  the  kids  will 
be  glad  to  see  anyone  from  "back  home".  Dick  does  not  have  a  job  as  yet 
but  he  thought  that  after  a  vacation  he  will  be  in  a  better  position  to 
go  out  and  find  one . 

Kindest  personal  regards. 


Sincerely  yours. 


’Blind 


Please  see  reverse  side 


•Col.  E  A  BAKER,  M.C.,  O.B.E. 

Managing  Director,  Canadian  Na- 
•tonal  Institute  lor  the  6l<nd, 
Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada 

MASON  H  BIGaOW 

President,  National  Society  for 
the  Prevention  of  Blindness, 
New  York.  N  / 

WALTER  O.  BRIGGS 

HAROLD  T  CLARK,  HH  D 

Vire  President,  Cleveland  Society 
for  the  Blind,  Cleveland,  Ohio 

Pi'i  denl,  American  Association  of 
Instructor*  <A  the  Blind, 

Louisville,  Kentucky 


DR  GABRIEL  FARRELL 

Perkins  Institution  and  Massachusetts 
School  lor  the  Blind, 

Watertown,  Mass. 

•WINTHROP  K.  HOWE,  JR 

Member,  New  York  Slate  Commission 
lor  the  Blind,  Rochester,  New  York 

•ROY  KUMPE 

President,  American  Association  ol 
Workers  for  the  Blind,  l  ittle 
Rock,  Arkansas 

HOWARD  M  LIECHTY 

Managing  Editor,  The  Matilda 
Ziegler  Magarme  fo»  the 
Blind,  Monsey,  New  York 

GEORGE  MjcDONAID 

New  Yolk,  N  v 


BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 
CHAUNCEV  McCORMICK 

Director.  The  Illinois  Society  for 
the  Prevention  of  Blindness, 
Chicago,  III. 


DEANE  W  MALOTT 

President,  Cornell  University, 
Ithaca,  New  York 


GARFIELD  D.  MERNER 

San  Francisco,  California 


•GEORGE  F  MEYER 

Executive  Director,  New  Jersey 
Commission  for  the  Blind. 
Newark,  N.  J. 


M  C  MIGEL 

Ex-Chairman,  New  York  State 
Commission  lor  the  Blind, 
New  York,  N  V. 


RICHARD  H  MIGEL 

New  York,  N  V 


J  P.  MORGAN.  II 

New  York,  New  York 


JANSEN  NOYES,  JR 

New  Vork,  N.  V. 


G  A  PFEIFFER 

New  York.  N  Y. 


ROBERT  M.  PROUTY 

Massachusetts  Association  for 
Promoting  the  Interests  ol  the 
Adult  Blind,  Boston,  Mass 

STETSON  K  RYAN 

Executive  Secretary,  Board  of 
Education  of  the  Blind,  Hart¬ 
ford,  Conn. 

•PETER  J  SALMON 

Executive  Director.  Industrial  Home 
for  the  Blind,  Brooklyn,  New  York 

EUSTACE  SELIGMAN 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

WILLIAM  ZIEGLER  JR. 

President.  E  Mat’lda  Z*Cflcr 
foundation  fo«  the  Blind 
New  York,  N  V 
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Vineyard  Haven 
Massachusetts 
August  30,  1952 


Dearest  Nella, 

It  was  good  to  hear  from  you,  but  made  me  doubly  ashamed  that  I  hadn't 
written  jio  you  long  ere  this,  for  I  have  been  meaning  to  tell  you  how 
absolutely  thrilled  Kit  and  Martha  Graham  and  I  all  were  when  we  saw 
the  Paris  films.  They  are  magnificent  in  every  way,  photographically- 
photogenically  and  from  the  point  of  view  of  audience  appeal.  In  writihg 
to  Jimmy  Shute  in  Rome  to  thank  him  for  recommending  the  man  who  took 
the  shots,  I  asked  him  about  a  New  York  cameraman  to  take  the  ones  at 
Arcanridge,  and  also  some  in  New  ^ork,  a  nd  he  has  recommended  one  whom 
I'm  writing  today  to  see  if  we  can  arrange  to  have  the  rest  of  the 
documentary  shots  done  in  late  September  and  October.  T0  my  joy,  Shute 
also  says  he  is  planning  to  come  back  to  America  for  a  couple  of  months 
late  this  autumn,  and  as  he  is  the  best  documentary  film  writer  in  the 
field,  I  know  he's  the  one  to  put  the  final  writing  touches  to  it,  and 
I  know  he  will.  As  I  may  have  told  you.  Bit  and  I  each  put  up  two  hund¬ 
red  and  fifty  dollars  to  have  the  films  made  in  Paris-very  inexpensive 
by  the  way,  and  we  probably  wont  get  any  such  bargain  here  in  America, 
however,  rether  than  confuse  the  issue  aljrthis  point,  I  am  prepared  and 
so  is  Kit,  and  so  is  Mrs.  David  Levy(  heiress  of  part  of  the  §ears 
Roebuck  fortune  and  a  fine  v/oman)  to  put  up  the  rest  of  the  money 
necessary  for  the  shots,  out  of  private  cash  of  our  own,  so  that  w  e 
can  all  have  complete  control  of  the  use  and  dispensation  of  said  film. 

A s  I'm  sure  I  outlined  to  you,  the  plan  at  present  is  so  fc  construct 
it  that  it  can  be  shown  as  an  entity  by  itself  (both  in  commercial 
movie  houses  and  in  schools,  hospitals,  clubs,  institutions  etc  and 
on  television,  commercial  and  otherwise)  a  -nd/or  that  it  can  also  be 
shown  as  a  part  of  the  film  about  Annie  Sullivan,  which  we  hope  to 
work  out  as  a  film  that  can  be  sho7m  as  a  regular  movie  commercially, 
as  a  commercial  television  series  and  as  an  educational  film  in  instit¬ 
utions.  With  this  ambitious  hope  in  view,  we  again  believe  we  should 
ounselves  finance  the  purchase  of  an  option  on  the  film  and  television 
rights  for  whatever  length  of  time  (a  year  or  eighteen  months)  that  you 
and  Doubleday  feel  is  fair.  I  am  going  to  write  to  Doubleday  over  this 
weekend  an^faslpiss  xtodkinson  to  talk  with  you  and  the  powers  that  be 
about  the  price  that  should  be  paid  for  this  option,  and  Kit  and  I  and 
Mrs.  Levy  (we  hope)  will  be  the  holders  of  the  option  for  as  long  as 
you  and  Doubleday  deem  equitofc4la_,  In  thi  all  of  us-you  and  Helen 

and  Holly  particularly-will  be  able  to  maintain  a  voice  in  the  shaping 
of  the  scenario,  and  when  that  is  done  to  our  mutual  satisfaction,  we 
can  decide  among  us,  and  with  sound  outside  advice,  where  we  can  most 
successfully  market  it-both  from  the  financial  and  the  spiritual  point 
of  view.  I  hope  it  needs  no  saying,  but  I  will  say  anyway,  that  much  as 
I  would  love  to  participate  in  the  shaping  and  writing  of  the  scenario, 
and  hope  that  I  not  only  may  but  can  do  so,  my  only  present  desire,  in 
being  one  of  the  option  holders, -is  to  insure  the  fact  that  the  project 
getf  started  in  the  way  that  we  all  agree  is  right,  and  from  there  on 
the  script  must  be  completed  by  the  person  or  persons  that  we  '■‘11  believe 
will  bring  the  film  to  its  highest  fulfillment.  A  s  I  know  this  is  your 
desire,  too,  I  hope  you'll  ask  Miss  Rodkinson  to  give  CMWf  possible 
consideration  to  my  letter,  and  discuss  with  her  as  soon  sfe  possible 
how  much  we  should  pay  for  such  an  option,  as  I  will  be  discussing  the 
same  with  Mrs.  * uncjf y fc — aemwl evy  tomorrow. 


Since  this  is  an  official  letter  of  sorts  (despite  the  excruciating 
typing)  I  will  here  tepeat  that  if  all  agree  Kit's  voice  as  the  narrator 
of  the  documentary  and/or  Kit's  name  in  connection  with  the  marketing 
of  the  documentary,  are  the  right  voice  and  name,  she  is  most  eager  to 
have  said  voice  and  name  so  used,  and  further,  if  it  is  deemed  right 
by  all,  and  if  the  scenario  can  be  so  constructed,  she  is  eager  to  play 
the  part  of  Annie  Sullivan  in  that  film,  but  only  if  it  will  be  best  for 
the  film. 

I  plan  to  stay  here  until  around  the  21st  of  September  when  I  will  return 
to  New  fork  and  get  on  with  these  various  projects  ±i  all  can  be  happily 
arranged.  With  much  love  to  you,  1 

As  ever  devotedly, 
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DOUBLEDAY  &  COMPANY,  INC.,  Publishers 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22  -  MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


.TF.  .Tell.'  3r-  lly  TTenney 
G;  rde  l  City,  TT,  Y. 

Dear  lire,  Yenney: 

Your  letter 

■•ent  on  vocation,  but  I  1  not  yet  r  fron  !:•  nc  7-  liter., 
r  o  I  vt  it p  :  tv  r--  ly. 

tior  'or  ei  -hteen  nontlv-  or  two  ye- re  or  th;  .' ■••  tic 
rights  (Inclu-ir  ioti->n  :ictvre,  rn  io  r-r.v  telaviri  i)  ' 

. 

u  o rnissi on  to  h*  Tie  nil  these  risbt-  on  -our  look,  but 
'lei  c  -  -Teller  boo’-:?.  On  IFT  r”  "A  IT'7,  the  co.otr  at  rives 

'i  . .  j  t  --  •  -  Later  Life  i  ad  £  rr  I 

' 

Doubled-;  -  Before  we  dircu~c  ar-  rrri  esients  -It’  is. 

Ms  nil  tor.,  I  t'-i: vc  v-  -It  to  hav  so.  <  ritten  utkorizntion 
fro  i  you  to  handle  dr,- :  tic,  notion  picture,  radio  and  tele- 

I 

you  ill  be  i  ’  1<  to  let  h- --e  such  ,-  out  •••in  tion  • 

. 

Foliar'  Is  .  t  June  sayir  that  it  would  he  "nuc  -  tore  busir-.  3- 
li‘  ■->  and  much  better  all  around  for  Doubled.' y  to  nr.  :1c  t 
motion  picture,  radio  and  television  rights  on  Helen  Keller* s 
books,"  but  at  that  tine  you  wanted  to  '.old  nvti  Miss 
Kell  nr  r-  tnraH  *'rom  Europe. 

Would  you  like  to  iv  me  6one  ide 
c  tion  •*•*-  ent  you  would  find  atfee  table?  Two  y 

*•• t  certain  radio  on ’7 or  television  sale:  night  be  1oct  Lurin:; 
*.  'j ,  •  f  i1 .  -  *  ir.  1  i c  t.e d • 


ur^ , 
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Kalla  Eraddy  Henrey 
.si..  mountain 

villa,  New  Hampshire 

Derr  kiss  .iaaney: 

Thai  you  for  your  letter  1  spte  .her  34th  as  si  aiug  to  Doubled  7  &  Coi  \  7 

motion  picture,  dramatic,  ratio  and  television  right!  to  yor  t  ok  ;J305  3ULLIV.C.'  LUCY 
and  to  the  following  Helen  Eeller  books: 

THE  3 TORY  Off  .  Y  LITE 
?iRL- ,. .  KELLER'..  JOURNAL 
LE.  UO  ..  .0  El-JETH 

:  1*7  Lauer  T  .1  f  e 

out  ii.'  xi...  dark 

I  t  ink  it  is  ..tirely  reasonable  for  Oancy  Hamilton  -,nd  hath  fine  lor  .ell 
t  have  a  two-year  option  on  the  a  books  ith  a  vie.,  to  dramatization  "or  stare  and 
motion  pictures.  Since  the  payment  of  an  option  fee  doe.,  net  seem  to  be  of  primary 
ii  oh. .nee  to  you,  1  would  like  to  make  the  following  suggestion: 

«e  would  grant  a  two-year  option  starting  October  1,  1952,  covering  motion 
picture  and  dramatic  rights  only,  for  which  we  would  require  no  option  fee;  however, 
we  would  like  to  retain  control  of  the  live  television  and  radio  rights  and  sell  them 
if  opportunities  should  arise  on  a  10$  agency  commission  basis. 

There  is  no  evidence  that  t_  rad  ',0  broadcast  on  this  material  could  .  .  .:My 
diminish  its  value  for  st.&~e  or  motion  picture  presentation.  On  the  contrary,  it 
ip  t  very  .  11  enhance  it.  The  effect  of  live  tel : viol on  use  is  perhaps  deb  table 
or  it  has  l.,-e;  on:-  .  .o  ri.  j-  that  a  ood  present  ,tir  cn  live  television  voll  in 
a  nee  of  any  po  uible  sto -  r  motion  picture  -hewing  increase  r  h  r  than  ii  l nisi  e 
t  in  a  property.  ..e  -would  be  willing  to  consult  Lis.  Hamilton  before  ;  akii.  any 

tclevisi*  ,i  rights  >n  :ay:  nt  f  a  >unt  jus  1.  to  that  offered  by  the  latere  ted 
television  .  reducer. 

ivi  -  the  uired  option  to  Li.  Hamilton. 


Sine,  -e 
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Abraham  Lincoln  at  the  height  of  his  powers 
in  the  year  of  his  greatest  glory 

Midstream  \ 

LINCOLN  THE  PRESIDENT 


By  ].  G.  RANDALL.  Here  is  a  full,  detailed  biography  of  Lincoln  in  1863  —  the 
year  of  the  Emancipation  Proclamation,  of  the  first  national  draft,  of  the  bat¬ 
tles  around  Chattanooga,  of  challenging  and  dramatic  problems  on  the  home 
and  foreign  fronts.  A  magnificent  work  of  scholarship,  it  is  also  a  vividly  human 
and  intimate  portrait  of  Lincoln  the  man.  It  settles  many  controversies— among 
them  that  of  the  Lincolns’  married  life,  reveals  the  part  that  Lincoln’s  humor 
played  in  his  family  and  official  life,  is  filled  with  brilliant  descriptions  and 
evaluations  of  personalities  and  events.  A  fresh,  new,  major  book  on  Lincoln, 
Midstream  is  both  complete  in  itself  and  the  new  volume  in  Mr.  Randall’s 
monumental  Lincoln  the  President.  720  pages,  with  many  photographs.  $7.50 
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The  Silver  Chalice 

“Far  and  away  the  best  novel  by  Thomas  B.  Costain.”  —  Ladies’  Home 
Journal.  A  story  of  the  Cup  of  the  Last  Supper.  Nationwide  best  seller. 

544  pages,  $3.85 
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Alfred  *  A*  KllOpf  Incorporated 


UBLISHER  OF 

Cables:  knopf  new  york 
Plume:  MURRAY  hill  8-0600 


BORZOI  BOOK 

501  Madison  Avenue 
MEW  YORK  (22),  JV.  Y. 

January  12,  1953 


S 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney, 

In  accordance  with  our  phone  conversation,  I  am  sending  you  today  the 
manuscript  of  THE  STORY  OF  ESTHER  COSTELLO,  by  Nicholas  Monsarrat.  I  hope  you 


will  let  me  know  how  you  feel  about  it  reasonably  quickly. 


Cordially, 


Harold  Strauss 
Editor-in-Chief 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  Long  Island 
New  York 
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Alfred  ’A*  KllOpf  Incorporated 


PUBLISHER  OF 


Cables:  knopf  new  york 
Phone:  MUrray  hill  8- 0600 


BORZOI  BOOKS 


501  Madison  Avenue 
NEW  YORK  (22),  N.Y. 


February  2,  1953 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney, 


I  have  been  so  concerned  with  further  steps  in  regard  to  Mr.  Monsarrat's 


novel,  THE  STORY  OF  ESTHER  COSTELLO,  that  I  see  that  I  have  neglected  to  acknowledge 
the  memorandum  about  the  manuscript.  Believe  me,  I  appreciate  the  promptness  with 
which  you  prepared  the  memo,  and  the  trouble  you  have  taken. 


I  think  I  understand  your  point  of  view,  and  the  feelings  that  prompted 


you  to  write  the  memorandum  as  you  did.  However,  you  seem  to  have  assumed  that  Mr. 
Monsarrat  intentionally  based  his  book  upon  Helen  Keller's  life,  and  that  he  would 
have  done  better  had  he  followed  the  facts  of  her  life  more  closely.  Mr.  Monsarrat 

is  a  long  way  away,  and  we  cannot  read  his  mind.  But  I  think  it  would  be  fairer  for 

the  time  being,  at  least,  to  assume  that  the  similarities,  if  any,  are  unintentional; 
and  that  the  remedies,  if  any  are  required,  lie  in  the  direction  of  removing  the  simi¬ 
larities  rather  than  augmenting  them. 

I  have  as  yet  not  the  faintest  idea  of  what  the  outcome  of  all  this  will  be, 

but  I  can  tell  you  that  it  is  our  firm  intention  to  injure  no  one. 

Cordially, 


Harold  Strauss 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  L.X.,  N.Y. 


HStel 


The  Story  of  Esther  Costello  by  Nicholas  Monsarrat 


The  story  takes  off  in  Ireland  with  a  small  rugged  child  who 
unearths  a  bomb  hidden  in  a  basement  many  years  before  by_  Sinn 
^einers.  The  explosion  kills  three  children,  but  leaves  Esther 
intact  except  that  henceforth  she  cannot  see  and  hear.  For  the  next 
few  years  she  lives  below  the  level  of  a  beast.  Then  a  Mrs.  Manisty 
(Mrs.  Macy)  comes  out  of  the  U.S.  to  visit  the  home  of  her 
ancestors;  rescues  the  child  from  filth  and  misery  and  brings  her 
to  America. 

The  doctors  take  over  with  fantastic  efforts  at  cure,  including 
every  variety  of  shock  treatment,  removing  a  piece  of  her  skull, 
giving  her  chickenpox  (on  purpose)  and  measles  (by  mistake),  decide 
to  impregnate  her  and  abort  her  at  the  end  of  three  months,  but 
conclude  that  at  14  ^  she  is  too  young;  Instead  give  her  an  induced 
orgasm  under  pentathol .  Some  years  later  we  are  asked  to  believe 
that  her  faculties  are  restored  when  she  is  raped  by  Mrs.  Manisty' s 
husband. 

Mrs.  M.  take  her  charge  to  a  "Deaf-and-Dumb  Inst."  in  Boston 
and  four  years  later  has  her  ready  for  the  public.  Esther's  beauty 
and  radiance  cause  super-emotion  in  the  audience  and  money  pours 
in  for  the  blind — control  of  it  however  is  kept  in  Mrs.  M's  hands, 
removed  to  her  husband's  after  he  reappears  in  her  life.  The 
secret  of  Esther's  success  is  based  on  trickery  —  signs  from  her 
companion,  radiance  turned  on  and  off. 

After  'Esther's  sight  and  hearing  are  restored  she  is  persuaded 

that  for  the  sake  of  the  blind  she  must  pretend  that  her  eyes  and 

ears  still  do  not  function.  Those  in  charge  consider  operations  to 
make  this  a  reality,  but,  evil  as  they  are,  balk  at  this,  and  use 
opaque  contact  lenses  and  ear  plugs, 

A  smart  reporter  in  Boston  discovers  the  fraud,  but  by  this  time 
he  is  in  love  with  Esther.  She  begs  him  to  tell  the  whole  story 
to  the  public  and  come  back  for  her  the  next  day.  While  he  is 

writing  the  story  he  learns  that  Esther  is  dead  from  an  overdose  of 

sleeping  pills,  administered  by  Mrs.  Manisty  or  taken  by  mistake 
we  do  not  know.  At  any  rate  the  cause  of  the  blind  is  left  in  the 
hands  of  Mrs.  Manisty,  the  most  evil  person  of  the  whole  unsavory 
lot. 
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Friday,  Feb.  27,53 


err 

cDumiri^ioit- 


Dear  ^ella,  thank  you  so  muuh  for  your  letter 
and  all  the  hard  labor.  I  will  send  Dr.  O'Connor 
a  modification  of  the  notes  I  made(I-call  it  that 
rather  than  script  for  of  course  it  is  not  that) 
end  ask  him  to  check  facts  and  fancies  of  my  own. 
The  only  note  of  yours  that  I  may  not  be  able  to 
follow  is  the  one  preceding  the  introduction  of 
Bob  Barnett  and  Mr.  Salmon,  which  I  think  should 
be  made,  and  I  was  trying  not  to  make  it  coldly,  /' 
I'll  think  however  around  it  and  see  if  I  cant 
say  something  else  besides  the  fact  that  they 
reflect  Helen's  excitement.  I  couth' t  agree  with  yo 
more  about  the  fact  that  the  audienee  can  se  e 
that  for  themselves,  but  they  don't  know  who  Bob 
and  Salmon  are,  ahd  I  think  that  should  be  told. 

Kit  is  pretty  tired  and  tensed  up  and  I  am  glad  I 
came  and  glad  that  we  have  decided  to  do  a  trial 
run  even  though  it  is  not  the  final  version,  for 
then  we  will  all  see  how  near  or  far  we  are  from 
what  we  want.  And  no  matter  how  polished  Shute 
makes  a  script,  it  cannot  be  the  final  thing  until 
Kit  has  had  at  least  one  go  at  it  for  us  all  to  see 
what  words  best  suit  her,  and  what  passages  are 
sufficiently  enhanced  by  her  voice  to  keep  them  in 
and  what  pas;:ges  not  even  she  can  save.  I  have 
just  talked  to  Dick,  and  he  said  he'd  had  a  plo-as— 


ant  time  with  all  of  you  and  most  instructive, 
seeing1 ^andy' ,  and  that  he'd  also  had  an  after¬ 
noon  with  you,  I  hope  you  didn't  both  decide  that 
I  was  the  next  madwoman  of  Chaillot.  I  sometimes 
feel  like  it  myself,  and  wonder  what  temerity 
seized  me  when  I  agreed  to  try  to  do  this  most 
important  and  compelling  assignmont.  But  I  hope 
you  all  know  it  is  with  a  deep  humility  that  I  am 
facing  this,  and  once  into  it,  can  only  carry  it 
out  in  the  ways  that  present  themselves  as  wisest 
and  best  to  my  experimenting  mind.  I  do  not  set 
myself  up  as  a  knowledgeable  script-writer  or  movie- 
producer,  nor  even  as  diplomat  or  tactician,  but 
I  have  tried  and  I  think  you'll  agree  successfully 
to  fill  those  needed  bills  with  experts, and  as  this 
film  needs  one  head,  wrong  or  right,  and  I  dared  to 
assume  coiamand,  then  I  am  willing  to  take  what  I 
must  take, which  is  everyone's  criticism  for  things 
which  may  or  may  not  turn  out  as  we  all  hope,  I 
guess  that  last  sentence  is  really  asking  for  a 
certain  charity  from  you  all,  but  as  you  mst  know 
I  want  no-more  eharlty  than  id  healthy  for  the 
picture. 

Kit  is  very  tired »  as  ^  told  you,  but  has  fulfilled 
the  last  of  her  commitments  here,  except  for  the 
ever-present  play,  and  I  think  by  next  week  will 
have  quoted  down  enough  to  begin  to  think  about 
our  trial  run,  if  I  can  make  it  seem  sufficiently 
easy  and  game-like  to  her.  And  l've  suggested  to  Dick 
that  he  send  out  the  movie  ahead-of  himself,  so  that 
she  can  look  at  it  without  thinking  of  what  she  is  go 
ing  to  do  in  it,  and  then  have  him  follow  ana  work 
with  me  for  three  or  four  days  pruning  away  the  real 
chaff,  and  we  will  do  a  first  recoMAsg  in  San  tranc- 


isco  the  week  of  March  the  15.  That  seems  to  be  the  earliest 
that  we  can  manage,  what  with  the  play  and  the  work  we  will 
have  to  do  ourselves.  However  it  will  &ive  time  for  a 
16  milomttre  reduction  to  reach  Shute( I  sent  him  the  script 
last  Friday,  and  he  may  have  a  chance  to  clean  some  of  it* 
up  even  before  our  first  'flyer*.  And  I  hope  to  get  your 
notes  on  the  whole  next  week,  which  will  help  immeasurably. 
I'm  delighted  to  hear  you're  going  to  have  a  vacation.  Where 
in  this  west  are  you  co&ing  to?  The  weather  has  been  glor¬ 
ious  and  I  got  a  bit  o &£.  a  burn  yesterday,  and  hope  to  sit 
by  Mr.  Aherna's  pool  on  Sunday  afternoon.  After  that  the 
prediction  is  rain  for  several  days,  which  is  just  as  well 
as  I  have  some  indoor  dork  to  do.Much  love  to  you,  and  have 
a  good  time  and  keep  me  posted  here  until  the  Friday  two 
weeks  from  now,  after  that  the  Huntington  Hot&l,  San  Fransisc< 
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DOUBLEDAY  &  COMPANY,  INC.,  Publishers 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22  -  MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


March  27,  1953 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  L.I.,  N.Y. 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

After  speaking  to  you  this  afternoon  I  tried  once 
more  to  reach  Floria  Lasky  on  the  telephone ,  and  she  has  just 
called  me  back.  She  again  pleaded  illness  and  various  other 
unavoidable  circumstances  as  a  reason  for  her  delay  in  getting 
an  agreement  into  our  hands.  In  order  to  make  one  further  effort 
to  move  along  with  our  negotiations,  I  offered  to  draft  a  proposal 
and  send  it  to  her.  She  agreed  very  readily  to  this  suggestion, 
and  I  am  placing  my  memoranda  of  our  conversations  in  the  hands 
of  our  lawyers  today.  By  some  time  next  -week  I  hope  to  have  a 
draft  of  an  option  agreement ,  which  I  will  send  along  to  Miss 
Lasky.  Perhaps  we  are  finally  on  our  way  now. 

I  thought  you  ought  to  have  this  information 
before  speaking  to  Nancy  Hamilton  but,  if  you  agree,  I  still 
think  it  would  be  useful  for  you  to  mention  the  matter  casually 
when  you  see  her. 

I  shall,  of  course,  let  you  know  what  happens  as 
soon  as  I  get  Miss  Lasky* s  reply  to  our  draft  agreement. 


Sincerely, 


1  Rodkinson 


Subsidiary  Rights  Dept. 
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DOUBLEDAY  &  COMPANY,  INC.,  Publishers 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22  -  MURRAY  mi  I  j 


April  10,  1953 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  L.I.,  N.Y. 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Our  lawyers  have  suggested  that  the  rather  informal 
assignment  in  your  letter  of  September  24,  1952,  authorizing  us 
to  handle  certain  rights  for  you  and  Helen  Keller  should  be  con¬ 
firmed  by  a  more  formal  letter  of  assignment.  I  am  enclosing 
four  copies  of  the  letter  suggested  by  them;  if  it  meets  with 
your  approval,  will  you  please  sign  and  return  two  copies  to  us? 


Our  attorneys  have  drafted  an  agreement  for 
Miss  Hamilton  and  Miss  Cornell,  which  I  am  sending  to  Floria 
Lasky  today.  I  shall  be  leaving  Doubleday  in  a  few  days  and 
if  any  questions  arise  in  connection  with  this  matter  which 
you  would  like  to  discuss  with  Doubleday,  will  you  be  good 
enough  to  take  them  up  with  Mr.  Joseph  Marks,  our  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent  in  charge  of  Subsidiary  Rights. 

With  all  good  wishes, 


Sincerely, 


1  Rodkinson 

si diary  Rights  Dept. 


GR/br 


M  c  G  R  AW-  HILL  COMPANIES 


to  Mr.  Joseph  Gerardi 

location  32nd  floor 

subject  Assignment  problem 


FROM 

LOCATION 

DATE 


Keith  Henney 
30th  floor 
April  16,  1953 


I  am  attaching  a  letter  from  Doubleday  &  Co.,  to  Mrs.  Henney 
End  an  agreement  which  they  propose. 

I  have  suggested  that  separate  agreements  be  made  by 
Doubleday's  with  Mrs.  Henney  and  Miss  Keller. 

What  bothers  me,  however,  is  the  assignment  "absolutely 
and  forever". 


Is  this  standard  practice? 


•  l  :T ,  \<\ 


Wednesday  9.30 


Dear  ^'ella,  never  was  there  quicker  mail  service-at  least 
not  in  the  last  fou  years.  Your  notes  have  Just  come.  Enclosed  are 
possible  revisions.  I  have  sent  them  along  to  Kit  as  of  an  hour  ago 
in  case  she  is  recording  Friday  and  in  case  any  of  them  will  do. 
About  the  movies-  it  really  is  poetic  license  and  I  hope  good 
for  a  Charlie  Chhplin  laugh  when  the  photo  is  revealed  that  we 


say  that  among  Hollywood* s  great  they  weip  welcomed  by  Charlie 
Chaplin.  Unless  they  have  a  fix  against  Chaplin,  which  weems 
impossible.  Am  delighted  about  the  #oi?e  about  Teacher  and  her 
unfailing  beam,  and  we  will  all  think  about  it.  Mist  of  all  you. 

If  it  could  be  worked  in  near  the  end  of  the  film  without  Jeep 
ardizlng  the  simplicity  of  the  end,  that  is  the  place  for  it.  I 
will  try  to  have  something  for  you  by  Saturday.  And  you  try 
to  have  something  for  me.  I  didn*t  understand  your  note  about  the 
end  of  the  first  paragraph  that  you  say  Shute  is  working  on.  I’m 
glad  he  is  but  Just  In  case  he  isn't,  haoii't  you  and  I  better. 

What  is  it  -bott?  Helen's  speech?  It  seems  to  follow-according  to 
your  notes-  the  part  about  Anne,  her  housekeeper  etc.  If  it  is, 

I  have  already  sent  Kit  a  corrected  paragraph  which  may  be  something 
to  think  from: - 

But  her  hand  is  her  real  link  with  the  xnrid  outer  world. ^ 

With  her  hand  she  reads  her  housekeeper's  lips.  She  answers  with 
her  voice.  Yes,  in  her  tenth  year,  though*  she  was  blind  and  deaf 
and  therfore  mute,  H'len  learned  to  spealcj  It  is  no/  wonder 
that  xhsxisx  her  speech  is  not  clear,-  the  wonder  is  that  she  learned 
to  speak  at  all.  You  must  remember  that  she  has  not  heard  a  word 
spoken  ,  nor  soon  lips  forming  one.  Desides--  But  let  Helen  tell  you. 


1 


.ax t  if  you  enter  a  rooa  she  will  know  it*  Tho  vibrations  of 
your  stop  may  even  toll  hor  who  you  are#  if  oho  knows  you* 

As  recognisable  to  “olon  as  a  voice,  is  tho  footfall  of  hor 
lorod  friend#  Polly  Thonaon*  For  thirty-nine  yoars  Polly  Thomson 
has  boon  with  <uolon  foil  or*  ifor  tho  last  seventeen  yoars#  she  has 

b  on  colon's  only  companion,— Melon's  oyos  and  oars  upon  tho 

* 

world*  Thoso  two  talk  together  freely ,  --spelling  out  words  In  a 
fineor  loncua  o#  in  which  oaoh  lottor  Is  ropros ontod  by  a  sign— 
like  this* 

2 

Two  other  senses  ro2»aln  to  her— there  is  taste  and  there  Is  smell, - 
to  help  identify  tho  things  arourvd  hor,  to  toll  hor  what  note:  lale 
they  are  nade  of— wood  or  metal#— silver  or  iron*  —Tho  scent  of 
people— their  oocupat  1  ons-t heir  trades, -the  thousand  scents  flood¬ 
ing  the  out-of-doors#  t:ll  --ol-m  ouch  that  wo  loam  with  oyos  and 
oars* 

% 

—the  oldest  child  of  Captain  Arthur  a*  Heller,  of  -visa  deooont,- 
snd  late  Ad^as  Xeller,  of  the  Adana  family  of  "asrachu ostia* 

in  1386#  Helen's  mother  read  a  travel  book  by  an  nglish 

( P.c*w)  c  C  h  ) 

Tho  author  spoke  of  a  school—Th©  Perkins  Institution  for  the 
HHn4— i whore  a  dof -blind  elrl  had  bean  taught  to  read  and  write* 

5. 

Annie  Sullivan#  -herself  nearly  blind  as  a  child#  her  vision  never 
fully  restored# -dedicated  the  experience  of  hor  own  dark  childhood 
to  the  task  of  Elen's  onllghtenmc .it*  Working.  small  patient  miraelea 
she  broke  at  last  through  the  darkness  and  alienee  of  elan's  life# 
and  led  “elen  “a  Ur  into  re-illalng  that  around  her  was  another 
world-unseen,  unlanfelRed-e  world  of  olfifrt  and  sound#  where  communi¬ 
cation  was  possible  between  hunan  beings  by  speaking  and  writing* 


6. 


Aloxander  Graham  oil ,  Inventor  of  the  telephone,  encouraged 
Annie  ;j)Llllvan  in  her  plane  for  ualon'  a  schooling. 

1919  mm  the  three  of  them  In  Hollywood,  whore  Helen  had  agreed 
to  make  a  picture.  They  were  welcomed  by  the  budding  industry's 
great,  —Charlie  Chaplin, — -souglas  "alrbanks  and  Mary  Flckford. 


8 

For  two  years  Helen,  Annie  and  i'olly  trouped  the  vaudeville 
circuit  with  tumblers,  midgets,  dance  acts  and  trained  seals. 

A  part  of  their  act  was  later  filmed  with  ound.  it  is  the  only 
existing  record  of  Annie  Sullivan’s  voice. 

4* 

■  rankljji  Delano  Boosevelt  conferred  with  her  at  Hyde  ark  and 
the  vhite  blouse, -was  her  staunch  friend  in  the  rehabilitation  of 


the  handicap?  d. 

10 

— more  nurserieo  for  blind  children,  like  the  ones  she  had 
risited  in  Detroit,——  and  in  London. 


11 

On  October  twentieth,  1935,  Helen’s  teacher,  companion  and  bel~ryod 
friend  for  nearly  fifty  years, -Anno  Sullivan  acy  died. 


12 

It  begins  this  morning  as  it  does  most  mornings.  Up,  generally, 
by  five,  Helen -alone  in  her  study-reals  the  Bible. 


—  Miramar  has 


13 


The  patch  of  herbs  that  was  hare  loot  bxjox  or  has  gone. — 
riut  the  walk  must  end,  for  it  is  nearly  seven,  and  uelen  and  Polly 
aro  busy  people.  3r«n  at  horae  they  eariy  the  respnsibllitlos 
and  obligations  of  publio  figures.  By  eight  Polly  has  attended 

to  household  tasks,  and  Selen  Joins  her  to  go  over  the  business 

* 

of  the  day. 


**■'  th,r*  “•  0nly  **  ,0U}  and  ^  14' 

Who  hop.  ta  with  th.  hop.™*.  *,«.  ^ 

oft.n  filled  With  eueetc.  Thl.  u  e  he.pltebl.  hou„  a„d  people 
like  oomlng  to  it. 


special  prer.res  print  standard  books  into  Braillo.  Volunteer 
Braille  writers  must  type  on  Braille  machines, or  punch  by  hand, 
the  loss  collod-for  books  for  th©  blind. 

16 

Helen  has  gone  to  art  ha  Graham's  dance  recitals,  but  this  is 

a* 

the  first  tine  she  has  been  to  a  company  rehearsal. 

17 

The  next  year  their  oall  come  from  the  Wear  ^aet,  -  and  Israel. 


X  f-pc rw)  t 


{ 
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April  22nd,  1953 


VAN  WYCK  BROOKS 
Bridgewater,  Connecticut 


Dear  Mrs .  Kenney , 


• 

Thi"  is  something  new  under  the  sun,  lust.  too 
mean  for  words,  but  thank  you  so  much  for  sending  me  the  proofs 
of  it.  We  saw  Helen  and  Folly  on  Monday  &  sfxESEtrss  I  can  see  what 
a  very  serious  blow  it  is  for  them.  Mow  v,-e  have  a  lawyer  friend 
who  is  coming  out  on  Saturday  &  who  knows  Helen  3  has  her  work 
at  heart.  He  may  be  able  to  suggest  something  that  we  can  do. 

I  rather  think  you  are  right  in  feeling  that  libel  action  might 
draw  more  attention  to  the  book.  But  I  also  think  that  Helen's 
real  story  -F  her  real  character  are  so  well  know  that  reviewers 
will  dismiss  this  with  contempt.  However  out  here  we'll  all  be 
thinking  hard  about  it  trying  to  find  some  way  for  us  to  be 
of  service.  It  is  a  time  for  Helen's  friends  to  put  their  heads 
together,  'c  there  are  so  many  of  them  that  they  should  be  able 
to  make  an  impression. — I  shall  write  to  you  again  next  week,  & 
meantime  thank  you  for  your  kind  thought  of  me. 


Yours  very  sincerely. 


Signed: 


Van  V< y  ck  Brooks 
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BY  AIR  MAIL 


April  23.  1953 


Sapnge  Hawe,  Ywhurst,  Surrey. 


■^ear  Mrs  genney, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  April  ldth  this  morning;  it  is  a 
greife  help  in  deciding  what  can  be  done  to  protect  our  dear  Helen's 
fair  name  to  have  the  synopsis  .  I  have  not  been  able/ so  far,  to  get 
the  MS  and  do  not  think  that  will  be  possible  unless  we  can  commission 
a  lawyer  to  approach  the  publisher.  I  suggested  to  Polly  that  gelen  should 
authorise  us  to  take  that  preliminary  step  but  her  reply  was  aeainst  that. 
In  those  circumstances  your  synopsis  is  invaluable.  Thejoook  is  evidently 
a  foul  and  horrible  production  and  the  implications  on  Helen  seem  unav¬ 
oidable.  I  feel  more  and  more  inclined  to  think  that  a  lawyer  should  be 
instructed  to  write  to  the  Publisher  indicating  the  possibility  of  an 
action  for  defamation  or  consulted  on  the  possibility  of  obtaining  an 
injunction  to  prevent  publication.  As  I  emphasised  to  Polly,  once  the 
book  is  published  the  harm  is  done.  3he  and  rLelen  shrink  from  legal 

action  and  we  who  know  Helen's  nobleness  of  mind  appreciate  that  feeling. 

• 

To  ray  mind  legal  action  now  is  the  only  effective  line  to  take.  You  say 
"  Helen  and  Polly's  friends  here  are  willing  to  do  anything".  If  you 
think  as  I  do  on  the  action  which  sh®»ld  be  taken  now  a  cable  would  set 
things  going.  But  I  appreciate  that  in  the  light  of  ^e^eFolly's  reply 
to  that  very  suggestion  your  hands  are  tied,  it  is  spalling  to  think 
that  uelen  should  have  this  soriow  towards  the  end  of  her  wonoBerful 
life.  I  haven't  hearr  from  uric  Boulter. 

Yours  very  sincerely 


Doubleday  4'  Company,  Inc.,  575  Madison  Avenue,  Mew  York  22  Murray  mu  8-5300 


April  2I4.,  1953 


Mrs.  Nell  a  Braddy  Henney 

111  Fifth  Street 

Garden  City,  L.I.,  New  York 

Dear  Mrs.  Kenney r 

Attached  herewith  are  the  two  separate  agreements  you 
requested  authorizing  us  to  handle  certain  rights  for  you 
and  Helen  Keller.  Please  note  that  the  words,  "or  ex¬ 
ploitation,"  have  been  inserted  in  both  agreements  where 
your  attorney  suggested.  If  this  now  meets  with  your 
approval,  will  you  please  sign  and  return  two  copies  of 
each  agreement  to  us? 


Sincerely  yours. 


jtf 

end 
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5/1/53 


Dear  Mrs.  Henneys 

Will  you  please  take  care  of  the  attached  request.  Thank 
you. 

Mr.  Barnett,  Mr.  Boulter,  Miss  Hamilton,  Mrs.  Blankenhorn 
and  I  were  at  the  airport  when  Miss  Keller  and  Miss 
Thomson  left  for  Rio.  We  had  a  cablegram  from  Nelson 
Neff  today  stating  they  had  arrive  safe  and  sound. 

Thought  you'd  like  to  have  this  information. 

Kindest  personal  regards. 


*W Atkins  4-0420 

CABLE  ADDRESS! 

R1  I  1KFF.R,  M  U  ^  ORK 


American  Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind,  Inc. 
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OFFICERS 

William  Zikci.fr.  Jr. 
President 

Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney 

Max  Shoop 

Vice-President 

Snowville,  New  Hampshire 

Dear  Nella: 

Richard  H.  Migf.i, 
Vice-President 

Since  you  left  I  have  received  letters  from  three  of  our  English 

Eustace  Sf.i.icman 

Secretary 

friends  concerning  publication  of  Monsarrat's  story.  Copies  are 
enclosed  and  you  will  see  that  the  advice  being  extended  is  varied 

Jansen  Noyes.  Jr. 

T  reasurer 

•Helen  Keller 

in  the  extreme.  John  Wilson,  Secretary  of  the  British  Empire  Society 
for  the  Blind,  who  has  some  experience  in  law,  was  brought  into  the 
picture  by  Eagar.  He  is  a  good  fellow  and  will  respect  the  confi¬ 
dential  nature  of  this  whole  matter. 

Counselor, 

International  Relations 

You  will  note  that  publication  of  the  book  in  serial  form  by  the  Sunday 
Chronicle  has  commenced  earlier  than  any  of  us  expected.  Obviously  the 

•M.  Robert  Barnett 
Executive  Director 

newspaper  will  now  see  the  thing  through  to  the  bitter  end  and  it  seems 
to  me  that  both  Cassells  and  Knopf  will  take  the  line  that  if  legal 

•Eric  T.  Boulter 

Field  Director 

action  is  not  taken  against  the  newspaper,  they  can  proceed  with 
publication  with  little  fear  of  litigation.  They  may  also  feel  that 
the  courts  may  rule  that  failure  by  Helen  or  organizations  serving  the 

George  L.  Raverat 
European  Director 

blind  to  take  legal  action  to  prevent  publication  by  the  Sunday  Chron¬ 
icle  or  subsequent  action  for  defamation  may  constitute  tacit  consent. 

Our  position  is  therefore  made  even  more  ticklish  than  before.  I  am 

European  Office 
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trying  to  obtain  copies  of  each  installment  as  it  appears  and  if  I  am 
successful  I  shall  pass  them  on  to  you  so  that  you  may  compare  the 
finished  product  with  the  original  manuscript.  I  am  unable  to  do  this 
myself  as  Mr.  Strauss  has  not  yet  sent  me  a  copy. 

•  Blind. 

By  the  time  Helen  returns  to  the  United  States  we  should  be  in  possession 
of  nine  or  ten  installments  which  should  be  sufficient  to  allow  us  to  re¬ 
open  discussions  with  her  in  the  light  of  what  has  been  printed.  Then  if 
she  wishes  to  reverse  her  earlier  position  concerning  legal  action  we 
would  still  have  time  to  apply  for  an  injunction  to  prevent  publication 
by  Cassells  and  could  also  consider  whather  a  libel  action  against  the 

Sunday  Chronicle  would  be  wise. 

My  own  view  is  that  we  should  let  things  remain  as  they  are  for  the  time 
being  and  should  not  follow  Wilson's  advice  that  Helen's  lawyers  might 
reouest  a  firm  in  England  to  obtain  the  manuscript  in  order  to  study  the 
possibility  of  introducing  libel  proceedings.  However,  I  would  appre¬ 
ciate  your  considered  judgment  on  this  point. 

Helen  and  Polly  got  away  safely  last  week  and  we  have  learned  of  their 
safe  arrival  in  Rio  in  good  spirits.  They  should  by  now  be  hard  at 
work,  and  while  we  have  tried  to  ensure  that  they  do  not  let  themselves 
be  carried  away  by  their  zeal,  they  will  doubtless  enjoy  a  good  rest 

Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney 
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when  they  get  home.  I  do  hope  that  they  will  take  advantage  of  your 
kind  offer  of  a  little  quiet  relaxation  in  New  Hampshire.  I  hope  too 
that  you  and  your  husband  will  make  the  most  of  the  break  and  will 
return  to  New  York  next  fall  thoroughly  refreshed. 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

(f  , 

brie  T.  Boulter 
Field  Director 

ETB:eal 
Enc . 

P.S.  Thank  you  very  much  for  your  note  of  May  6th  which  has 
just  arrived  with  Mr.  Brooks'  letter  and  your  letter  to 
him. 


Telephone:  WAtkins  4-0420 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  INC. 

15  WEST  16TH  STREET 
NEW  YORK  II,  N.  Y. 


COPY  FOR  YOUR  INFORMATION 


May  21,  1953 


Dear  Mrs.  Henneyr 

Had  a  note  from  Polly  which  reads  in  part  as  follows: 

"We  have  worked  hard,  seeing  oh  so  many  people,  but  they  have  been  most 
kind,  affectionate,  impulsive.  The  women  are  beautiful.  Mr.  Neff  is  a 
darling.  He  does  everything  in  the  world  for  us.  Could  not  be  more 
helpful  if  he  tried.  He  fits  in  perfectly  everywhere, 

"I  am  starting  to  pack  today.  Leave  Monday  morning  for  Sao  Paulo  (Brazil), 
Looks  like  a  heavy  program.  People  are  tremendously  interested  in  Helen, 
Our  ambassador,  Mr.  Johnson,  was  darling  -  both  he  and  his  mother.  They 
gave  a  distinguished  luncheon  for  Helen.  Met  wife  of  the  President, 

Very  nicel 

"People  go  swimming  every  day.  We  are  right  on  the  ocean  front.  Rio  is 
a  beautiful  and  fascinating  city  -  cosmopolitan. 

"Please,  my  dear,  send  all  the  material  you  can  find  about  starting  a 
commission  for  the  blind.  There  is  a  group  wanting  to  start  real  work 
for  the  blind,  etc.,  etc.  So  little  has  been  done  down  here.  They  want 
to  be  guided.  Busy,  bus;/,  busy  -  heavy  program  and  everyone  wonderful, 
Helen  receiving  tremendous  ovations  everywhere.  The  press  is  full  of 
our  doings.". 


Thought  you’d  get  a  kick  out  of  the  above.  Cuess  e verythinr  is  going  along 
all  right  so  far. 

I  do  hope  the  weather  has  improved  considerably  in  N.H. 

With  kindest  regards. 


P.  S. 


I’m  planning  to 
sure  everything 


Sincerely, 


go  up  to  Arcan  Ridge  t{nis  Jcoming  Monday  to  make 
is  okay. 


3249  Newark  Street 
Washington  8.  D.C. 
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Hotel  Carrera 
Santiago  de  Chile 
22-5-53 


Dearest  Leila, 


Just  to  add  a  word  to  my  card.  Nelson  Neff  is  a 
tower  of  strength,  a  darling  and  wonderful  in  so  many  ways.  He 
cheers  our  way  with  laughter  and  lifts  many,  many  burdens  from  my 
-shoulders.  Helen  and  I  are  fortunate  indeed. 

Lunched  at  the  American  Embassy  V.ednesday — delight¬ 
ful  gathering.  Ambassador  Claud  Bowers  is  a  dear  and  beloved  by 
the  people  here.  Mrs.  Bowers  sw'eet,  hard  of  hearing  and  therefore 
most  understanding.  Saw  us  years  ago  in  'Washington . 

Two  new  schools — blind  and  deaf — are  to  be  built 
as  a  result  of  Helen's  visit.  Commissions  to  Le  founded  here  and 
in  Brazil.  Yes  Helen  has  achieved  so  far  miracles . 

Your  book  has  been  translated  into  Portuguese. 

Found  that  out  in  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

You  neve"  saw  such  press  coverage — truly  amazing — 
both  here  and  in  Brazil. 

Yes  we  are  working  hard  but  so  worth  while  it  makes 
me  less  weary.  Today  three  talks.  There  are  tJ.P.  and  A.F.  men  down 
here  and  Carlos  Griffen,  N.Y.  Times  representative.  ne  will 
translate  Helen's  thank  you  to  the  Fresident  as  he  did  at  H's 
press  conference. 

Helen's  path  has  been  literally  paved  wdth  flowers 
and  rose  petals. 

Please  let  Eric  know  how  we  feel  about  kelson  and 
everything.  Have  no  time  to  write,  but  I  know  he  will  be  happy 
over  the  visit. 


Ever  so  much  love. 

Signed:  Helen  and  Polly 


Class  of  Service 

This  is  a  full'rate 
Telegram  or  Cable¬ 
gram  unless  its  de- 
terr-’d  character  is  in¬ 
dicated  by  a  suitable 
symbol  above  or  pre¬ 
ceding  the  address. 


COPY 


WESTERN 
UNION 


COPY 


W.  P.  MARSHALL.  PRESIDENT 


SYMBOLS 


DL=Day  Letter 


NL=Nighr  Letter 


LT— Int’l  LetterTelcgram 


VLT=Int’l  Victory  Ltr. 


The  filing  time  shown  in  the  date  line  on  telegrams  and  day  letters  is  STANDARD  TIME  at  point  of  origin.  Time  of  receipt  is  STANDARD  TIME  at  point  of  destination 

BA087 

B.WPA004  (D.BHA^09)  NL  PD 


BEAUMONT  TEX  MAY  20 


MISS  HELEN  KELLER, 

ARC AN  RIDGE  WESTPORT  CONN 

PLEASE  CONFIRM  OR  REJECT  OUR  REQUEST  ON  REPRINTS  OF  YOUR  ARTICLE 
CONSULT  AIRMAIL  LETTER  WE  W^OTE  YOU  WEEKS  AGO  OUR  PRINTER  MUST 
KNOW  AT  ONCE.  WOULD  YOU  WIRE  US  IMMEDIATELY.  THANK  YOU. 

JO  SIMKINS. 


TUE  COMPANY  WILL  APPRECIATE  SUGGESTIONS  FROM  ITS  PATRONS  CONCERNING  ITS  SERVICE 


May  26th 

Dear  Mrs.  Hennay: 

Do  you  know  anything  about  the  enclosed? 


Had  another  letter  from  P.T.  this  morning. 

It  was  sent  from  Santiago,  Chile.  She  says 
everything  is  going  along  nicely.  Mr.  Feff 
is  a  tower  of  strength  -  a  darling  in  every 
way  with  his  laughter  and  his  care  of  H.  •*- 
P.  They  are  keeping  extremely  busy.  Two 
new  schools  are  going  to  be  built  for  Blind 
and  Deaf  as  result  of  Helen's  visit.  Helen 
to  lay  cornerstone  next  week.  Commission 
being  founded  in  Brazil.  Another  step  for¬ 
ward.  People  marvelously  kind  to  them. 

They  lunched  at  American  Embassy  Wednesday  - 
delightful  gathering. 

P.  goes  on  to  say  weather  is  gorgeous  - 
beautiful  city.  Crossing  of  the  Andes  unfor¬ 
gettable  . 

It  certainly  sounds  as  though  all  is  well, 
wouldn't  you  say? 

Received  your  card  this  AM.  From  your 
description,  it  must  be  delightful  in 
Snovnrille  now. 

With  kindest  regards,  —<^/  / 

P.S.  I  drove  up  to  L/  / 

Arcan  Ridge  yesterday  to  make ^^ure  everything 
was  all  right.  Everything  seemed  to  be  in  per¬ 
fect  order. 


U’AjJ-ms  .1-0420 
CABLE  ADDRESS: 
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May  27,  1953 

OFFICERS 

William  Ziegler,  Jr. 
President 

Mrs.  Nella  B.  Henney 

Max  Shoop 

Fire-President 

Foss  Mountain 

Snowville,  N.H. 

Richard  H.  Migel 
Fire-President 

Dear  Nella: 

Eustace  Sf.ligman 

Serrelary 

Thank  you  so  much  for  sending  me  the  two  brief  notes  you  have 

Jansen  Noyes.  Jr. 

Treasurer 

received  from  Mr.  Brooks  as  well  as  Mr.  Eagar's  letter.  I  have 
placed  these  with  the  earlier  corr espondnece  which  we  are  keep¬ 
ing  in  the  safe. 

•Helen  Keller 

Counselor, 

International  Relations 

There  seems  to  be  nothing  new  to  report  except  that  publication 
in  the  Sunday  Chronicle  is  proceeding.  I  have  obtained  copies 
of  the  first  four  installments  which  I  am  enclosing.  I  wonder 

•M.  Robert  Barnett 
Executive  Direrlor 

if  you  will  be  good  enough  to  look  through  them  to  determine 
whether  they  are  publishing  the  story  without  abridgement  and 

•Eric  T.  Boulter 

Field  Director 

to  note  the  slight  amendments  that  have  been  incorporated.  You 
will  note  that  the  name  "Esther  Costello  Foundation  for  the  Blind" 

George  L.  Ravi-rat 
European  Director 

has  been  changed  to  "Esther  Costello  Fund  for  the  Blind".  Mon- 
sarrat  is  such  an  idiot,  and  apparently  gives  very  little  real 
thought  to  anything  he  does.  By  making  this  change  he  has  pro- 
cably  put  himself  in  a  worse  position  then  before  from  a  legal 
point  of  view  since  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  "Helen  Keller 

European  Office 
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Foundation  for  the  Blind",  but  there  is  a  "Helen  Keller  Endow¬ 
ment  Fund  for  the  Blind",  and  it  was  for  this  fund  that  Helen 
made  her  campaign  tour  throughout  the  United  States. 

•  Blind. 

Like  you,  I  am  impressed  only  by  the  puerile  auality  of  Monsarrat's 
work  and  am  rapidly  forming  the  conclusion  that  very  few  people 
will  take  it  seriously.  As  I  have  only  been  able  to  obtain  a  couple 
of  copies  of  the  Sunday  Chronicle  installments  will  you  please  be 
good  enough  to  return  them  after  perusal.  Mr.  Straus  called  a  few 
days  ago  to  apologize  for  the  delay  in  answering  my  reauest  for  a 
copy  of  the  manuscript.  He  told  me  that  when  he  transmitted  your 
comments  to  Monsarrat  the  latter  gave  strict  instructions  that  no 
additional  copies  were  to  be  circulated  to  persons  outside  the 

Knopf  organization  without  the  expressed  consent  of  the  author. 

Mr.  Straus  said  that  he  had  now  been  able  to  get  in  touch  with 
him  in  Toronto,  had  asked  whether  I  could  receive  a  copy,  and  was 
given  a  very  definite  "no".  I  told  him  not  to  worry  since  we  would 
soon  have  the  whole  thing  via  the  Sunday  Chronicle  anyway.  Straus 
did,  however,  pass  on  the  news  that  the  Reader's  Digest  and  the  two 
book  clubs  had  turned  down  the  story  and  had  expressed  some  horror 
at  its  quality  and  general  content.  Knopf  plans  to  publish  late 
in  September. 

Mrs.  Iienney 
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I  do  hope  that  you  and  your  husband  are  having  a  restful  and  very 
pleasant  stay  at  Snowville.  I  look  forward  to  seeing  you  later 
in  the  year. 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

Eric  T.  Boulter 
Field  Director 

ETB:eal 

Enc. 


P.S.  I  attach  a  check  in  the  value  of  $13.39  to  reimburse 
you  for  the  cost  of  the  luncheon  at  the  Harvard  Club 
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THE  LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS 

WASHINGTON  25,  D.  C. 


Office  of  the 

Chief  Assistant  Librarian 


June  3,  1953 


Dear  Krs.  Henney: 

Tliis  is  merely  to  aci:nowledge  your 
letter  of  May  27,  1953,  and  to  say  how 
delighted  we  are  at  the  prospect  of  receiving 
these  interesting  and  important  papers 
relating  to  Helen  Keller,  Mrs.  Macy,  Miss 
Thomson,  and  others  who  have  shared  Miss 
Keller's  life  and  work. 


He  shall  write  to  you  later, 
proposing  a  form  of  conveyance  that  you  may 
•fish  to  use  in  describing  and  conveying  the 
papers  to  us. 


Sincere!^  yours. 


Verner  W.  Clapp  1 
Chief  Assistant  Librarian 


Ins.  Leith  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  Hew  Hampshire 


COOPERATIVE  FOR  AMERICAN  REMITTANCES  TO  EUROPE,  INC. 


Av.  Atahualpa  230 
Miraf lores,  Lima,  Peru 


Phone:  HAnover  2-6484-5 


Coble:  PARCELUS,  N.  Y. 


Executive  Director 
PAUL  COMLY  FRENCH 


OFFICERS 


June  8,1953 


President 

MURRAY  D.  LINCOLN 

Cooperative  League  U.  S. 

Vice-Presidents 
IRVING  ABRAMSON 

National  CIO  Community 
Services  Committee 

JAMES  CUMMINS 


*.  Mrs.  Keith  Hermey 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  Mew  Hampshire 

Dear  Nella  Braddy: 


General  Conference  of 
Seventh  Day  Adventists 

KENDALL  KIMBERLAND 
American  Friends 
Service  Committee 

WAYLAND  ZWAYER 

Church  World  Service,  Inc. 


This  note  to  you  in  haste  as  we,  the  girls-Helen  and  Polly-  and  myself, 
prepare  to  leave  for  Panama  and  Mexico.  Fight  as  one  may,  it  is  well- 
nigh  impossible  to  keep  these  countries'  programs  from  becoming  excess¬ 
ive  o  Helen  has  stood  up  under  the  strain  beautifully  but,  I  know,  it 
is  more  than  Polly  should  be  subjected  to. 


DAVID  MARTIN 


International  Rescue  Committe 

MATTHEW  WOLL 

Labor  League  for  Human 
Rights,  AFL 

GEORGE  XANTHAKY 
Greek  War  Relief 

Secretory 

THOMAS  KEOGH 

War  Relief  Services  — 
National  Catholic  Welfare 
Conference 


Treasurer 
HAROLD  S.  MINER 

Congregational  Christian 
Service  Committee 


You  will  appreciate  the  many  changes  that  develop  during  this  kind  of 
a  tour,  different  climates,  different  temperaments , backgrounds ,  plus 
a  thousand  "important"  people  who  just  must  see  Miss  Keller-all  con¬ 
spire  to  steal  from  any  little  time  that  is  available  for  rest, reflect¬ 
ion  and  preparation  for  the  next  job.  The  girls  will  finish  this  one 
all  right  but  please  urge  the  powers  that  be-no  more  country  to  coun¬ 
try  to  country  hops.  It  is  just  expecting  too  much. 

Folly  ana  I  have  disoussed  Monserat' s  current  opus.  I  was  equally 
chagrined  but  it  may  be,  and  Polly  agrees,  "the  Hand  of  the  Lord". 
Perhaps,  something  like  this  had  to  come  to  get  a  writer  of  the  cali¬ 
ber  of  van  Wyck  Brooks  to  do  the  real  story  of  Helen  Keller.  Based 
on  my  experiences  with  the  girls  in  Japan  in  1948  and  recently  here 
in  South  America,  Polly  has  suggested  I  do  a  story  built  around  Helen' s 
activities  in  other  countries.  I  have  thought  of  doing  this  within 
the  framework  of  a  story  for  my  children  purely  from  personal  know¬ 
ledge.  What  would  be  your  frank  opinion  should  the  attempt  be  made 
and  would  you  feel  free  to  do  the  editing?  Certainly  there  is  a 
story  in  their  travels  and  one  that  must,  one  day,  be  told. 


From  June  9th  to  13th,  Helen  and  Polly  will  be  at  the  El  Panama 
Hotel,  Panama;  from  the  14th  to  23rd  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Emmett 
Goodrich,  Mexico  City. 


NBN/ds 


MEMBER 


Sincerely  yours, 

fyJk&rt  (oi  t 'b- 

A  G  E  N  c  ,  ^filson  B.  Neff_ - 


American  Aid  to  France,  Inc.;  American  Baptist  Relief;  American  Friends  Service  Committee;  American  Friends  of  Yugoslavia,  Inc.;  American  Fund  for  Ciechoslovak  Refugees, 
Inc.;  American  Relief  to  Austria,  Inc.;  American  Relief  for  Poland,  Inc.,  Brethren  Service  Commission;  Church  World  Service,  Inc.;  Committee  on  Christian  Science  Wartime 
Activities  of  The  Mother  Church;  Congregational  Christian  Service  Committee;  Cooperative  League  of  the  U.S.A.;  General  Conference  of  Seventh-Doy  Adventists;  Greek  War 
Relief  Association,  Inc.,  U.  S.  A.;  International  Rescue  Committee,  Inc.;  Labor  League  for  Human  Rights,  AFL;  Mennonlte  Cenfrol  Committee;  National  CIO  Community 
Services  Committee;  Paderewski  Testimonial  Fund,  Inc.;  Sove  the  Children  Federation,  Inc.;  Tolstoy  Foundation,  Inc.;  Unitarian  Service  Committee,  Inc.;  United  Lithuanian  Relief 
Fund  of  America.  Inc.;  United  Ukrainian  American  Relief  Committee,  Inc.;  War  Relief  Services  -  National  Catholic  Welfare  Conference;  Y.  W.  C.  A  - World  Emergency  Fund. 
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AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  INC. 
15  WEST  16th  STREET,  NEW  YORK  11,  N.  Y. 

INTER-OFFICE  CORRESPONDENCE 


TO  Mrs.  Henney  date  June  11,  1952 

FROM  Evelyn  Davidson 

SUBJECT 


P.T.  asked  me  to  send  you  the  enclosed  copy  of  TEE  NATION. 

Had  a  very  nice  letter  from  P.T.  (Lima,  Peru).  She  asked  me  to  explain  why  she  has  not 
written.  I  believo  I  have. 

July  8th  -  HK  will  speak  at  the  Lions  International  Convention.  July  Sth  they  will  go  on 
to  the  Mayo  Clinic,  by  plane.  Thoy  will  return  to  Chicago  July  15th,  returning  to  K.Y. 
via  20th  Century  the  same  day.  They  do  not  wish  to  stay  in  Chicago  at  all  this  time, 

HK  plans  to  speak  about-  Latin  America  and  since  Mr.  Barnett  believes  there  will  be  a  groat 
number  of  delegates  from  So.  America,  her  talk  should  fit  in  perfectly. 

I'm  planning  to  go  up  to  Arcan  Ridge  once  again  before  the  girls  return  -  probably  next 
Monday,  the  15th.  Last  time  I  was  there  I  found  everything  okay. 

Hope  you  are  having  a  good  rest  and  that  the  weather  is  as  delightful  as  it  is  here. 

Kindest  regards, 

u  EMD 


o 

o 


THE  LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS 


WASHINGTON  25,  D.  C. 


Processing  Department  pef  er  to :  AC 

Exchange  and  Giet  Division  JUfi  2  -  1953 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

We  are  delighted  to  learn  that  you  seriously 
consider  presenting  to  the  Library  of  Congress 
papers  of  Helen  Keller,  Mrs.  Macy,  Miss  Thomson  and 
others  who  have  played  such  important  roles  in  Kiss  Keller's 
great  work. 

Would  you  consider  parting  with  these  documents 
at  this  time?  If  you  would  decide  to  send  them  to  us  now 
an  Instrument  of  Gift  could  be  prepared  for  your  consideration 
which  would  restrict  access  to  those  persons  having  your 
written  permission  and  impose  other  conditions  mutually  agreeable. 
This  would  seem  to  us  to  be  preferable  to  receiving  the  papers 
as  a  bequest.  However,  should  you  not  wish  to  part  with  them 
now  a  codicil  could  be  added  to  your  will  with  wording  to  this  effect 

I  give  to  the  United  States  of  America 
for  inclusion  in  the  collections  of  the  Library  of  Congress 
and  for  administration  therein  by  the  authorities 
thereof,  my  collection  of  papers  relating  to  Helen  Keller, 
Mrs.  Macy,  Miss  Thomson,  and  others  who  have  shared 
Miss  Keller's  life  and  work. 

In  order  to  avoid  difficulties  for  your  executors  it  would  be 
helpful  if  you  segregated  and  labeled  the  group  of  manuscripts 
which  you  intended  to  bequeath  to  the  Library. 

We  'want  to  be  as  helpful  to  you  as  we  can  be.  We  hope 
you  will  consider  our  suggestions  and  we  shall  be  most  interested 
to  hear  from  you  at  your  convenience. 

Please  accept  my  good  wishes. 


Sincerely  yours, 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 


W  Atkin*  4-0420 
CABLE  ADDRESS: 
RELIEFER,  NEW  YORK 


American  Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind,  Inc. 

FORMERLY  AMERICAN  BRAILLE  PRESS  FOR  WAR  &  CIVILIAN  BLIND  (FOUNDED  1 9 1 5) 

22  WEST  17TH  STREET,  NEW  YORK  11,  N.  Y. 

July  1,  1953 

OFFICERS 

William  Ziegler,  Jr. 
President 

Max  Smoop 

Vice  President 

Mrs.  Kieth  Henny 

Richard  H.  Micf.l 
Vice-President 

Snowville 

New  Hampshire 

El'STACF.  Selicman 

Secretary 

Dear  Mrs.  Henny: 

Jansen  Noyes,  Jr. 

T  rcasurer 

I  am  very  sorry  for  the  delay  in  forwarding  to  you  the  enclosed 
letter  and  package  from  Brasil.  They  were  misdirected  within  the 
building,  and  reached  me  only  a  day  or  two  ago. 

•Helen  Keller 

Counselor, 

International  Relations 

Also  enclosed  are  five  installments  of  "The  Story  of  Esther  Cos¬ 
tello".  From  the  story  thus  far  it  seems  that  there  will  be  only 
one  more  chapter  which  we  shall  send  you  as  soon  as  it  is  received 

•M.  Robert  Barnett 
Executive  Director 

Will  you  please  be  good  enough  to  return  the  papers  to  us  when  you 
have  finished  reading  them. 

•Eric  T.  Boulter 

Field  Director 

Mr.  Boulter  asks  me  to  send  you  his  regards. 

George  L.  Raverat 
European  Director 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

yO 

European  Office 

14  RUF.  DARU 

PARIS  8,  FRANCE 

Ellen  Leavy,  Secretary  to 

Eric  T.  Boulter 

Field  Director 

•  Blind. 

b 

COOPERATIVE  FOR  AMERICAN  REMITTANCES  TO  EUROPE,  INC. 


CARE 


Reg.  U.  S.  Pat.  Off. 


(A  Non-Profit  Corporation) 


20  BROAD  STREET,  NEW  YORK  5,  N.  Y. 

Av.  Atahualpa  230 
Miraf lores,  Lima,  Peru 


Phone:  HAnover  2-6484-5 


Coble:  PARCELUS,  N.  Y. 


Executive  Director 
PAUL  COMlY  FRENCH 

July  2,1953 

OFFICERS 

Mrs.  Neil  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 


james  cummins  Dear  Nella: 

General  Conference  of 
Seventh  Day  Adventists 

KENDALL  kimberland  1  very  much  appreciated  your  letter  of  June  16th  and  enjoyed  sharing 

American  Friends  it,  at  least  in  part,  with  Helen  and  Polly. 

Service  Committee  ° 


President 

MURRAY  D.  LINCOLN 

Cooperative  League  U.  S.  A 

Vice-Presidents 
IRVING  ABRAMSON 

National  CIO  Community 
Services  Committee 


WAYLAND  ZWAYER 

Church  World  Service,  Inc. 

DAVID  MARTIN 

International  Rescue  Committee 

MATTHEW  WOLL 

Labor  League  for  Human 
Rights,  AFL 

GEORGE  XANTHAKY 
Greek  War  Relief 


You  will  know  how  relieved  1  was  get  get  them  aboard  that  home-bound 
American  Airliner,  the  night  of  the  23rd.  While  it  was  a  grand  exper¬ 
ience  for  them,  it  was  tiring  as  well  as  trying.  Few  people  realize 
the  physical,  mental  and  emotional  involvements  of  a  trip  of  this  kind. 
Each  new  country  means  a  readjustment  to  a  new  set  of  factors  and  to 
a  completely  different  background.  While,  with  the  exception  of  Brazil, 
the  language  is  the  same,  there,  all  similarity  ends. 


Secretory 
THOMAS  KEOGH 

Wor  Relief  Services  — 
Notional  Catholic  Welfare 
Conference 

Treasurer 
HAROLD  S.  MINER 

Congregational  Christian 
Service  Committee 


While  Helen  Keller,  the  author  of  The  Story  of  ffy  Life  and  other  works 
is  rather  well  known  here,  the  Helen  Keller,  lecturer  and  world  traveler, 
was  a  different  thing  and  hence,  our  initial  difficulty  in  interesting 
local  groups  and  governments  in  her  trip.  However,  once  we  got  the 
advance  publicity  into  the  press  and  radio,  demands  for  her  attention 
became  over-whelming  and  additions  to  the  early,  relatively  light, 
schedules  mere  unavoidable.  Then,  not  more  than  a  fifth  of  the  later 
invitations  could  be  accepted. 

So,  of  course,  they  are  tired  and  badly  in  need  of  rest.  I'm  sure 
they  shouldn't  turn  a  wheel  until  early  fall  and  once  they  return  from 
Chicago  and  the  Lions  and  their  trip  to  Mayos,  try  to  insist  on  just 
thato 


Meantime,  I'm  busy  completing  the  journal  for  Eric  and  then  will  try 
to  write  the  story  of  our  two  "Journeying  Jennys".  If  you  can  loan  me 
a  copy  of  your  Ann  Aullivan,  The  Story  Behind  Helen  Keller,  I  would 
certainly  appreciate  it  and  will  want  to  be  on  the  list  for  your  new 
book  when  it  is  published. 


I  hope  that  I  shall  have  something  to  send  you  by  the  first  of  Sept. 

as  I  plan  to  take  off  some  time  to  write  after  the  close  of  the  Conference 

-  - - member  agencies  sincerely  yours-; - 

American  Aid  lo  France,  Inc.;  American  Baptiil  Relief;  American  Friend.  Service  Commlllee;  American  Friend,  ai  rlt9.il/vla.  Inc.;  Am.nA  FvBd  tar  Ceetlc.lovak  «elu9ee., 

Inc.,  American  Relief  lo  Autfria,  Inc.;  American  Relief  for  Poland,  Inc  ;  Brethren  Service  Commi»»ion,  ChurcJ^Wrld  Service,  Inc  :  CfMmtttej  on  Chrhfia/t  Science  Wartime 
Activitict  of  The  Mother  Church;  Congregational  Christian  Service  Committee;  Cooperative  League  of  the  U  S  A.;  General  Cphfertnce  of  Sev#nfh-Day  Adventitt*;  Greek  War 
Relief  Association,  Inc  ,  U.  5.  A.;  International  Retcue  Committee,  Inc.;  Labor  League  for  Human  Right*,  AFL;  ^h^tmonitc  Central;  Committee,  National  CIO  Community 
Service*  Committee;  Poderewtki  Teitimonial  Fund,  Inc  ,  Save  the  Children  Federation,  Inc.;  Tolitoy  Foundation,  Inc.,  Unitarian  Service  Committee,  ft*/-:  Unifed  Lithuanian  Relief 
fund  of  America,  Inc.;  United  Ukrainian  Amcrlcon  Relief  Committee.  Ine.;  Wor  Relief  Service*  -  National  Catholic  Welfare  Cdnference.  Y.Ww^-  A  — World  Emergency  Fund 


iXu-U^U 

^  Piatt  ifvu.ui  ^ 

/ 

$  l(Tlo  Vi  Ms 


jB  H  ft  ^ 

^  fo-v  iXh^LijS.  C^j 

\J  <W  Lb  ^  «X.  ft  Av^viv^O 


Corrections 


Page  1,  Paragraph  1.  No,  there  is  nothing  wrong  in  mentioning 
President  Eisenhower.  Polly  and  I  are  expecting  to  meet  him  this 
autumn. 

The  Perkins  Institution  did  not  influence  me  directly,  except 
in  matters  concerning  the  handicapped.  It  was  not  until  years  after¬ 
wards  that  I  understood  Dr.  Howe’s  many  philanthropies  end  read  about 
Abolition,  the  Civil  War  and  the  problems  of  labor. 

Page  9,  Mathilda  Pfeiffer  does  not  remember  singing  any  such 
Italian  song  as  "Bisogna." 

H  rrul  nn  j  n  jr  Root  Wr.TTn».  t  «w  grrmph^ni^j  «  n5t=W*0“=^f 

. .  .  fttdi tfvtuV'Uu*^  tt  fiu  ti 

his-Bim;  symphonies .  •  1  1 

IfllSoftAiy  DuLtLl  Uaf  &  0  wvV)  1 

No,  I  do  not  mind  your  quoting  from  my  letters. 

Page  10.  I  spoke  at  the  Institute  of  Tuskegee,  but  I  did  not 
meet  Booker  T.  Washington.  I  admired  the  shrewdness  and  skill  with 
which  he  fitted  his  students  to  be  mechanics  and  ply  trades.  However, 
it  was  George  Washington  Carver  that  embodied  my  ideal  of  a  great 
leader  of  the  Negro  race,  a  deep-thoughted  scientist  and  a  magnificent 


human  being 
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The  cedar  rail  walk  is  a  quarter  or  a  third  of  a  mile  long. 


Page  13.  Polly  and  I  met  Sophie  Tucker  first  when  we  were  in  Vaude¬ 
ville,  and  kept  up  a  cordial  friendship  with  her  ever  afterwards. 

“uou^l \  '  L<b  ft  LmCl  &  U^a- 

page  13.  I  am  not  sure  about  the  correct  spelling  of  Evelyn 
Cheeseman's  name,  but  I  know  that  the  rest  is  correct. 
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ARAB  BLIND  ORGANISATION 
Inside  Damascus  Gate 
Jerusalem 


July  6,  1953 


Field  Director 

American  Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind 
22  West  l?th  Street 
New  York  11,  New  York 

Dear  Mr.  Boulter: 

This  is  to  give  you  the  latest  news  about  blind  welfare  in  the  Jordan.  Almost  a 
year  after  Miss  Keller's  tour  in  this  country,  a  voluntary  women's  society  was 
formed  in  the  capital,  whose  aim  is  to  organize  and  carry  out  the  education  of 
blind  girls.  On  the  Jjth  of  June  last,  I  have  a  lecture  in  Amman,  by  the  invitation 
of  this  society,  about  the  education  of  the  handicapped,  and  among  those  who  attended 
were  his  Excellency  the  Prime  Minister  and  several  other  ministers.  The  result  of 
this  lecture  was  very  satisfactory,  as  a  number  of  rich  citizens  subscribed  in  money 
and  services  to  bring  the  project  of  establishing  a  school  for  blind  girls  into  reality 
The  Arab  Bank,  for  example,  subscribed  for  500  pounds  and  another  citizen  gave  a  piece 
of  ground  for  building  purposes.  The  papers  published  today  an  announcement  to  the 
effect  that  the  Council  of  Ministers  have  decided  to  give  this  society,  whose  official 
title  is  "The  Society  of  Improving  the  Conditions  of  Women  in  Jordan",  a  piece  of 
ground  whose  area  is  5000  square  meters.  Her  Majesty,  the  Queen  Mother,  has  also 
promised  to  help  this  project.  It  is  hoped  that  this  shall  be  the  first  of  Miss 
Keller's  influences.  I  am  sure  other  fruits  will  be  forthcoming  in  the  days  to 
come. 

Please  write  to  Miss  Keller  about  this  promising  news  and  give  her  our  best  compliments 
Very  faithfully  yours, 


S.  T.  Dajani 
Chairman 


COPY 


DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE 

UNITED  STATES  INTERNATIONAL  INFORMATION  ADMINISTRATION 
WASHINGTON 


July  8,  1953 


dear  Miss  Keller: 

Through  letters  and  despatches  from  our  Foreign 
Service  missions  in  Latin  America,  I  have  learned  of 
the  outstanding  success  of  your  recent  trip.  Rarely 
has  an  American  visitor  to  those  countries  been  so 
acclaimed. 

The  tribute  which  was  paid  to  you  in  all  of  the 
countries  visited  is  heartwarming  to  me  not  only 
because  it  is  so  richly  deserved,  but  also  because  of 
the  unusual  contribution  which  you  have  made  to  inter- 
American  friendship  and  understanding.  The  people  of 
Latin  America  love  you  for  your  great  work  and  human 
understanding  as  all  people  in  this  country  do.  lour 
trip  has  truly  formed  another  link  between  the  peoples 
of  the  Hemisphere,  and  all  of  us  who  are  dedicated  to 
the  promotion  of  such  understanding  are  deeply  grateful 
to  you. 

With  warm  personal  regards  and  appreciation. 

Cordially  yours, 

(signed)  Robert  L.  Johnson, 
Administrator 


Miss  Helen  Keller, 
Westport, 
Connecticut . 
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M.  C.  MIGEL,  Chairman,  Board  of  Trustees  WILLIAM  ZIEGLER,  JR.,  President  'GEORGE  F.  MEYER  Vice  President 

EUSTACE  SELIGMAN,  Secretary  JANSEN  NOYES,  JR.,  Treasurer 

AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  Inc. 

15  WEST  16TH  STREET  •  NEW  YORK  11,  N.  Y.  •  WATKINS  4-0420 
CABLE  ADDRESS:  FOUNDATION,  NEW  YORK 


•M.  ROBERT  BARNETT 

Executive  Director 


•HELEN  A.  KELLER,  L.H.D.,  LL.D. 
Counselor,  Bureau  of  National  and  International  Relations 


July  13,  1953 


Miss  Nella  B.  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

I  am  sorry  to  have  a  delay  in  answering  your  letter  of  the  Lth 
about  the  Nobel  Prize  for  Helen  Keller.  You  will  see  from  the  two 
enclosed  letters  that  I  did  try  to  find  out  the  necessary  steps  to 
achieve  this  award,  but  I  never  followed  up  the  information  from  Nor¬ 
way  because  of  a  curious  resistance  I  sensed  here. 

I  asked  Mr.  Barnett  and  Mr.  Whittington  when  they  were  in 
Scandinavia  to  make  inquiries  but  nothing  came  of  it.  I  have  sought 
more  information  about  the  American  situation  but  again  decided  that 
the  less  I  followed  the  matter  the  better.  If  I  could  talk  with  you, 

I  would  explain  this  more,  and  perhaps  in  the  autumn  we  can  lunch  and 
go  over  it.  Meantime,  I  have  the  feeling  that  the  less  I  press  publi¬ 
city  for  Miss  Keller  the  better  my  situation  will  be  in  this  organi¬ 
zation. 


I  was  in  Keene,  New  Hampshire,  twice  last  summer  and'  hope  to  go 
up  there  again  this  year.  I  like  everything  about  the  state,  including 
the  people,  probably  because  my  father  was  born  there. 

With  all  good  wishes,  I  am 


Sincerely  yours. 


Ends :  2 


P.S.  Please  return 
New  York  17,  N.  Y. 


the  enclosed  letters  to  me,  at  10  Mitchell  Place, 

fit  VCA  OtLlL  L'{aAA.  )  IAJAiT'O 
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‘Blind 


Please  see  reverse  side 


YVAtkins  4*0420 
CABLE  ADDRESS: 
RELIEFER.  NEW  YORK 


American  Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind,  Inc. 

FORMERLY  AMERICAN  BRAILLE  PRESS  FOR  WAR  Sc  CIVILIAN  BLIND  (FOUNDED  1 9 1 5) 

22  WEST  17TH  STREET,  NEW  YORK  11,  N.  Y. 

July  15,  1953 

OFFICERS 

William  Ziegler,  Jr. 
President 

Max  Si ioop 

Vice-President 

Richard  H.  Miofl 
Vice-President 

Mrs.  Nella  Henney 

Foss  Mountain 

Eustace  Seligman 

Secretary 

Snowville,  New  Hampshire 

Jansen  Noyes,  Jr. 

T  rcasurer 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Attached  are  the  two  letters  from  Mr.  Martins-Ramos  with  translations. 

•Helen  Keller 

Counselor, 

International  Relations 

Also  attached  is  the  last  installment  of  the  "Story  of  Esther  Costello" 
It  is,  as  you  say,  a  real  "horror  story",  and  I  don't  believe  that  most 
thinking  people  will  read  very  far  into  the  story  because  it  is  such 

•M.  Robert  Barnett 
Executive  Director 

trash.  Those  who  do  read  it  for  its  sensationalism  will,  fortunately, 
probably  not  get  the  full  implication  of  what  Mr.  Monsarrat  is  trying 

•Eric  T.  Boulter 

Field  Director 

to  say. 

George  L.  Raverat 
European  Director 

Mr.  Boulter  is  in  Washington  this  week  attending  the  annual  convention 
of  the  American  Association  of  Workers  for  the  Blind.  He  will  be  in 
the  office  for  a  few  days  next  week  before  leaving  for  a  month  in 
Europe. 

European  Office 

rUKKJKDARU 

Yours  sincerely. 

•  Blind. 

^ 

Ellen  Leavy  ^ 

Secretary  to 

Eric  T.  Boulter 
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Colorado  Springs 

1804  N.  Tejon 
July  28,  1953 


Bella  Braddy  Hanney,  Atty. 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 


Dear  Mrs.  Henneyi 

Happy  to  receive  your  kind  letter  of  the  24th  inst.,  to-day. 

Vie  are  seriously  considering  making  records  of  the  artiole  "Gems  In  The  Bible". 
It  would  therefore  please  us  if  you  might  combine  permission  of  the  use  of 
the  following  letter  in  the  Lapidary  Journal  and  the  discs. 

Helen  Keller  expressed  her  feeling  about  the  spiritual  gem  in  a 
letter  to  Mrs.  A. N.  Pohndorf  in  these  words: "Sinoe  the  delightful  few  moments 
I  spent  with  you  in  Denver,  my  time  has  been  taken  up  by  journeyings  in  behalf 
of  the  blind  and  letters  that  never  end.  But  this  exquisite  May  day  shall  not 
pass  without  my  telling  you  how  wonderful  your  gift  is  in  the  morning  light 
that  pours  through  the  living-room  window.  As  I  touch  the  amethyst  in  the  rough 
with  a  glowing  memory  of  your  kindness,  Miss  Thomson  says  its  soft,  prismatio 
sparkle  seems  like  a  bit  of  Rooky  Mountain  haze  under  which  it  rested  before 
it  was  quarried  out  of  the  darkness.  To  some  it  may  appear  crude,  incongruous, 
but  to  me  it  is  simple,  primal  in  its  beauty,  eloquent  with  the  greatness  of 
sincerity.  Vfrought  by  the  unfathomable  alohemy  of  the  earth,  it  is  a  -witness 
to  the  Truth  that  only  if  vre  preserve  our  lives  substantial,  elemental,  suffused 
with  soul-radiance,  can  we  be  heirs  of  God's  Kingdom  and  peers  of  the  universe. 

Again  thanking  you  for  a  treasure  which  vibrates  with  music  from 
nature's  heart  to  my  own,  I  am,  with  Miss  Thomson's  kindest  greetings," 

Cordially  yours. 

May  sixteenth, 1941  (Signed)  HeLen  KeLLer 

Arcan  Ridge, 

"est  Port,  Conn. 

This  is  a  wonderful  letter  and  I  particulArly  think  that  "a 
treasure  which  vibrates  with  music  from  Nature's  heart  to  my  own",  is  a  gem 
expressed  in  v/ords  that  people  can  feel  like  they  touch  and  handle  jade  and 
other  preoious  stones.  It  is  original  and  a  work  of  artistic  expression  that 
everyone  vtill  enjoy  reading  and  listening  to  on  a  phonograph. 

".’e  are  open  to  suggestions  and  need  help  from  those  who  are 
interested  in  promoting  hobbies,  constructive  and  educational. 

Sincerely, 

Rudolph  Fahl  ~h 


. 


.  • 

.  ? 


*  » 


(9)  GEMS  IN  TEN  BIBLE 

A  -CONSTRUCTIVE  HOBBY  (Cort.) 

In  gems  we  find  a  balanced  artistic  expression  that  reaohes  not  only  the  eyes,, 
but  stirs  the  deeper  inexplicable  emotions,  the  minds,  hearts  and  spirit  of  those 
who  lore  beauty.  In  "An  You  Like  It"  Shakespeare  pays  a  tribute  to  nature,  thuss 
"And  this  our  life,  exempt  from  public  haunt,  finds  tongues  in  treoe,  books  in  the 
running  brooks,  sermons  in  stones  and  good  in  everything."  Robert  Braining  says, 

"God  is  seen  in  the  star,  in  the  stone,  in  the  flesh,  in  the  soul  and  the  clod." 

George  Eliot  in  her  "Spanish  Gypsy"  remarks,  "'"heso  gems  hare  life  in  them:  their 
oolors  speak,  say  what  words  fail  of," 

VIBRATIONS  OP  GEMS 

Helen  Keller  expressed  her  feeling  about  the  spiritual  gerc  in  a  letter  to  Mrs. 

A.N.  Pohndorf  in  these  words;  "Since  the  delightful  few  moments  I  spent  with  you 
in  Denrer,  my  time  has  been  taken  up  by  journeyings  in  behalf  of  th6  blind  and 
letters  that  never  end.  Put  this  exquisite  Pay  day  shall  not  pass  without  my  tell¬ 
ing  you  how  wonderful  your  gift  is  in  the  morning  light  that  pours  through  the  living- 
roon  window.  As  I  touch  the  amethyst  in  the  rough  with  a  glowing  memory  of  your 
kindness.  Miss  Thomson  says  its  soft,  prismatic  sparkle  seems  like  a  bit  of  Rocky 
Mountain  hase  under  which  it  rested  before  it  was  quarried  out  of  the  darkness. 

To  some  it  may  appear  crude,  incongruous,  but  to  me  it  is  simple,  primal  in  its 
beauty,  eloquent  with  the  greatness  of  sincerity.  Wrought  by  the  unfathomable 
alchemy  of  the  earth,  it  is  a  witness  to  the  Truth  that  only  if  we  preserve  our 
lives  substantial,  elemental,  suffused  with  soul-radianoe,  can  we  be  heirs  of  God* it 
Kingdom  and  peers  of  the  universe. 

Again  thanking  you  for  a  treasure  which  vibrates  with  rU3io  from  Nature*  s  heart 
to  my  own,  1  am,  with  Miss  Thomson’s  kindest  greetings," 

Cordially  yours. 

May  sixteenth,  1941 

Aroan  Ridge,  .estport,  Conn.  (signed)  Helen  KeLLer 


REAL  ESTATE 


INVESTMENTS 


T.  S.  (TOM)  JONES 

207  Independence  Building 
P.  O.  Box  312 

COLORADO  SPRINGS,  COLO. 


(10)  OEMS  IN  THE  BIBLE 

VTBRAl'IONt:  OF  OEMS  (Cont.) 


In  hieroglyphics,  the  Holy  Soriptures,  and  inspired  writings  of  philosophers 

and  others,  the  sane  thought  of  love  and  reverence  for  precious  stones  is  ex- 

XA* 

pressed  repeatedly.  Just  as  there  are^-ems  in  vrords  and  phrases  of  the  Bible, 

di3oerned 

there  are  also  gems  that  oan  be(seen,  understood) and  appreciated.  If  vrords 
are  symbols  of  human  thought  and  experience,  then  minerals,  birthstones  and 
gems  vibrate  spiritual  characteristics.  The  poet  touches  the  soul  of  the 
enthusiastic  hobbyist,  the  Bible  student  end  those  who  have  answered  the  Divine 
Calling  when  he  writes  about— 


REVELATION 

I  love  bo  dig  for  orystals  deep- — 
Minerals  rare  and  bright j 

A  blue  topas,  a  tourmaline, 

Rubies  are  my  delight. 

Jade,  plume,  opal  and  scenic  vrood, 
flive  thrills  to  probe  and  prodj 
For  all  of  Nature’s  precious  gem 
Jeveal  the  plan  of  (Jodt 


DOUBLEDAY  &  COMPANY,  INC.,  Publishers  >jk  575  madison  avenue,  new  york  22-  Murray  hill  8-5300 


July  28th  1953 


Dear  Nella: 

The  communication  from  Mr.  Martins-Ramos,  copies  of  which  I  am 
enclosing  herewith  leaves  me  a  little  non-plused  as  to  how  to  answer 
it. 


Anyone  can,  of  course,  write  a  book  about  Helen  Keller,  so  long 
as  they  do  not  make  direct  quotations  from  her  books  and  so  long  as  they 
■write  the  book  in  their  own  words. 

We  have,  however,  no  pictures  of  the  kind  they  want,  unless  by 
some  chance  you  have  s  ome  you  could  furnish  them. 

In  1938  we  gave  a  Mr.  J.  Espinola  Veiga  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  Portuguese 
rights  in  THE  STORY  OF  MY  LIFE,  which  he  wished  to  translate  into  Portuguese. 
His  translation  was  to  be  published  by  Compania  Editora  Nacional  in  a  series 
called  "The  Great  Books  of  the  Humanity".  We  gave  him  Portuguese  language 
rights  in  all  countries  where  Portuguese  is  spoken. 

In  1951  we  made  a  contract  for  the  Portuguese  volume  rights  in 
MIDSTREAM:  My  Later  Life,  with  Livraria  Jose  Olympio  Editora,  Rio  de 
Janeiro. 

I  hate  to  bother  you  with  this,  but  as  I  said  Mr.  Martins-Ramos  does 
not  need  permission  to  write  a  book  and  I  have  nothing  to  send  him  that  he 
asked  for. 

I  have  given  your  message  to  Catherine  Smith,  whom  I  saw  on  Sunday, 

Frank  and  I  are  just  back  from  a  month  in  California  where  we  wait  to 
visit  Frank  Jr.  and  his  wife.  It  was  really  a  beautiful  trip  and  I  want 
to  go  back  to  live  there  some  day. 

I  really  hope  to  see  you  in  the  Fall  and  hope  you  are  having  a  good 
summer  and  that  you  are  both  well. 


Mrs.  J.  Keith  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire. 

CAP: us 


Sincerely  yours. 


st  iff 


Enel.  2 


I\u^,  ~f  ,  (11  ^  8/18/53 

Hellos 

Eave  just  returned  from  my  vacation  to  find  lots  of 
work  awaiting  me.  I  believe  the  enclosed  was  supposed 
to  have  been  typed  up  and  sent  you  a  week  or  so  ago. 

P.T.  asked  me  to  send  it  to  you  via  special  delivery  - 
air  mail. 

The  girls  were  in  town  this  morning  and  look  fine,  ex¬ 
cept  for  a  case  of  poison  ivy  which  HK  has  severely  and 
PT  mildly. 

I  do  hope  you  are  having  a  restful  smmer.  Best  regards. 


EMD 


GL&^ 

e,  h,  v*  1/1  *  <.7 


*» 
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Colorado  Springs 
1804  N.  Tejon 
Aug  14,  1953 


Mrs  Nella  Braddy  Henney,  Atty. 
Snowville, 

New  Hampshire 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 


Thank  you  for  giving  me  permission  to  use  Helen  Keller's 


letter  to  Mrs.  A.N.  Pohndorf  i$  the  Lapidary  Journal  and  in  the  proposed 
discs. 


I  believe  The  Lapidary  Journal  will  print  my  article 


on  Gems  In  The  Bible  in  their  October  issue  and  I  shall  see  to  it 
that  you  are  sent  a  copy  with  my  compliments.  I  trust  you  will  find 
that  the  worthy  letter  is  used  in  an  artiole  that  will  do  justice  to 
Helen  Keller's  noble  thoughts.  I  want  to  thank  you  for  your  kind 
consideration. 


Rudolph  Fahl 
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Perhaps  I  am  still  politically 
naive  about  my  native  country. 


for  I  feel  nothing  but  indigna¬ 
tion  when  reading  of  such  pa¬ 
triotic  endeavors  as  exempli¬ 
fied  by  "The  Hall  of  Our  His¬ 
tory,"  described  by  Judge 
Learned  Hand  and  illustrated 
by  drawings  in  The  Times 
Magazine  (Aug.  9),  I  am  im¬ 
pressed  by  the  beauty  of  this 
monument,  but  I  do  not  believe 
that  is  the  question  at  hand. 

On  a  pine  hill  in  Georgia,  in 
the  midst  of  the  ever-circum¬ 
vented  Negro  problem,  in  the 


heart  of  the  South’s  poverty 
and  an  unprecedented  and  un¬ 
corrected  political  and  cultural 
decadence  such  as  this  country 
has  never  seen,  our  people  are 
spending  $25,000,000  •  *  *. 

Are  we  so  blind  as  to  accept 
our  country,  with  these  wrongs 
uncorrected,  covered  up  and 
obscured  by  the  granite  and 
tableaux  of  a  "Hall  of  His¬ 
tory"?  David  E.  Ray. 

'Jew  York. 
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“Hall  of  History”  Criticized 

To  the  Editor  of  The  New  York  Times: 

The  editorial  appearing  in  The 
Times  on  the  “Hall  of  Our  History” 
jarred  my  faith  in  intelligent  journal¬ 
ism.  How  can  you  say  we  “need  re¬ 
minders  in  granite  and  bronze  of  the 
pains  endured  and  the  sacrifices  made 
by  men  and  women”  when  we  have 
those  reminders  written  on  the  pages 
of  our  literature,  on  our  tombstones 
and  on  the  minds  of  our  generation. 
Rather  we  should  see  to  it  that  the 
pains  endured  and  the  sacrifices  made 
need  not  be  endured  or  made  again. 

Already  we  are  burdened  with  far 
too  many  marble  and  bronze  creations 
that  have  a  way  of  becoming  dirty  and 
ugly  with  the  passage  of  time — ignored 
by  all  save  the  pigeons.  Can  these 
really  be  compared  even  with  a  re¬ 
stored  Williamsburg  or  a  Fort  Ticon- 
deroga  as  a  record  of  American  history 
or  a  commemoration  of  our  heritage? 

Would  it  not  be  better  to  use  th$ 
money  and  human  energy  to  build 
living  monument — a  university,  a  hos¬ 
pital,  a  medical  research  center?  Can 
we  not  alleviate  our  suffering  instead 
of  reminding  ourselves  of  it  ? 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  belittU 
American  history  or  our  forebears  who 
had  a  part  in  molding  it.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  I  do  not  think  that  a  record  in 
cold,  lifeless  granite  is  a  monument 
worthy  of  commemorating  our  warm 
and  living  American  heritage.  Would 
that  we  could  build  a  monument  of 
compassion  rather  than  a  symbol  of 
vanity.  Robert  B.  Dodd. 

New  York,  Aug.  9,  1953. 


).  stores: 


±>CLC'“ 

culs,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph  M.  Sar¬ 
gent. 

The  prospective  bride  was  grad¬ 
uated  from  the  Baldwin  School  in 
T/ryn  Mawr  and  Knox  College, 
/rom  which  her  fiance  also  was 
graduated.  Mr.  Meyer  will  begin 
training  next  month  as  a  Naval 
Aviation  Cadet  at  Pensacola,  Fla. 

Daughter  to  Mrs.  E.  Nathan  3d 

A  daughter,  their  second  child, 
was  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edgar 
J.  Nathan  3d  of  27  West  Ninety- 
sixth  Street  on  Aug.  5  at  Mount 
Sinai  Hospital.  Mrs.  Nathan  is  the 
former  Miss  Ruth  M.  Gottesman. 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Saul 
Gottesman  of  Los  Angeles,  former¬ 
ly  of  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y.  The 
child,  who  will  be  named  Sara 
Ellen,  is  a  granddaughter  also  of 
State  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Edgar  J.  Nathan  Jr.  and  Mrs.  Na¬ 
than  of  New  York. 


R.  K.  Christenberry  Jr.  to  Wed 

Miss  Barbara  M.  Lenscheid  and 
Robert  K.  Christenberry  Jr.,  son 
of  Mr.  Christenberry,  chairman  of 
the  New  York  State  Athletic  Com¬ 
mission  and  president  of  the  Astor 
Hotel  Corporation,  obtained  a  mar¬ 
riage  license  yesterday  afternoon 
at  the  Municipal  Building.  Miss 
Lenscheid  is  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Carl  W.  Lenscheid  of  Brook¬ 
lyn. 


Mrs.  Prank  Jenks  Jr.  Has  Son 

A  son,  their  second,  was  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Jenks  Jr.  of 
Brooklyn  on  Aug.  3  in  the  Long 
Island  College  Hospita1.  Brooklyn. 
Mrs.  Jenks  is  the  former  Miss  Ett-j 
nice  Clementine  Morgan  The  child 
will  be  named  for  his  great-grand¬ 
father.  the  late  Dr.  Frederick  Col¬ 
ton  of  Brooklyn. 
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COOPERATIVE  FOR  AMERICAN  REMITTANCES  TO  EUROPE,  INC. 


20  BROAD  STREET.  NEW  YORK  5,  N.  Y. 

Av.  Atahualpa  230 
Kiraflores,  Lima,  Peru 


Phone:  HAnover  2-6484-5 


Coble:  PARCELUS,  N.  Y. 
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Executive  Director 
PAUL  COMIY  FRENCH 


OFFICERS 

President 

MURRAY  D.  LINCOLN 

Cooperative  League  U.  5.  A. 

Vice-Presidents 

IRVING  ABRAMSON 

National  CIO  Community 
Services  Committee 

JAMES  CUMMINS 

General  Conference  of 
Seventh  Day  Adventists 

KENDALL  KIMBERLAND 
American  Friends 
Service  Committee 

WAYLAND  ZWAYER 

Church  World  Service,  Inc. 

DAVID  MARTIN 

International  Rescue  Committee 


August  20,1953 

Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 


Dear  Nella: 

I  have  not  been  able  to  discover  here  the  requirements  and  procedures  for 
the  nomination  for  the  Nobel  Prize, therefore,  I've  written  Eric  suggesting 
you  organize  a  strategy  committee  in  the  states.  Should  it  be  decided 
that  the  initial  nomination  would  best  come  from  Latin  America,  I'm  sure 
we  can  do  this  either  in  Brazil  or  Chile,  with  secondings  coming  from  the 
other  countries. 


MATTHEW  WOLL 

Labor  League  for  Human 
Rights,  AFL 

GEORGE  XANTHAKY 
Greek  War  Relief 


Polly  in  writing  on  the  same  subject  mentions  Takeo  Iwahashi  in  Japan  and 
wonders  if  he  is  strong  enough  to  secure  positive  action  there.  He  might 
not  be,  but  I'm  sure  the  press  men,  publishers  and  editors,  who  hold  Helen 
in  such  high  esteem  would  be  able  to  secure  the  necessary  support. 


Secretory 
THOMAS  KEOGH 

War  Relief  Services  — 
National  Catholic  Welfare 
Conference 


Treasurer 
HAROLD  S.  MINER 

Congregational  Christian 
Service  Committee 


As  you  gather  a  list  of  Helen's  honors,  citations  and  positions,  could  you 
include  a  thumbnail  sketch  if  Helen's  lifelong  endeavors  and  labors.  While 
everyone  knows  something  of  Helen's  life,  few  perhaps, realize  her  pleadings 
for  peace  go  back  more  than  fifty  years.  This  same  information  would,  of 
course,  serve  as  a  basis  of  the  wording  of  the  nomination  and  secondings 
from  different  committees. 


If  you  deem  it  appropriate,  let' s  get  Nancy  Hamilton  in  on  the  act.  She, 
perhaps,  could  gather  the  basic  requirements  prior  to  Eric's  return  from 
Europe.  And  what  a  grand  finale  to  her  documentary,  glimpses  of  Helen  as 
she  received  the  prize'. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 

/)  / 

//JfJj 

Nel§op'B. 

cc:Bolly  Thomson 
Eric  Boulter 

- — — -  MEMBER  AGENCIES  — - — - - 

American  Aid  to  France,  Inc.;  American  Baptitt  Relief;  American  Friend*  Service  Committee;  American  Friend*  of  Yugo*lavia,  Inc.;  American  Fund  for  Cxecho»lovak  Refugee*, 

Inc.,  American  Relief  to  Au*tria,  Inc.;  American  Relief  for  Poland,  Inc.,  Brethren  Service  Commitiion;  Church  World  Service,  Inc.,  Committee  on  Chrl»tian  Science  Wartime 
Activities  of  The  Mother  Church;  Congregational  Chritlian  Service  Committee;  Cooperative  League  of  the  U.S.A  ;  General  Conference  of  Seventh-Day  Advenll*!*;  Greek  War 
Relief  Atiociation,  Inc.,  U.  S.  A  ;  International  Reicue  Committee,  Inc.;  Labor  League  for  Human  Right*,  AFL;  Mennonlfe  Central  Committee;  Notional  CIO  Community 
Service*  Committee;  Padcrew*ki  Testimonial  Fund,  Inc.;  Save  the  Childron  Federation,  Inc.;  Toldoy  Foundation,  Inc.;  Unitarian  Service  Committee,  Inc.;  United  Lithuanian  Relief 
Fund  of  America,  Inc.;  United  Ukrainian  American  Relief  Committee,  Inc.;  War  Relief  Service*  —  National  Catholic  Welfare  Conference;  Y.W.  C.  A  —  World  Emergency  Fund. 
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COOPERATIVE  FOR  AMERICAN  REMITTANCES  TO  EUROPE,  INC. 


CAKE 


Reg  U.  S.  Pot.  Off. 


(A  Non-Profit  Corporation) 


20  BROAD  STREET,  NEW  YORK  5,  N.  Y. 

Av.  Atahualpa  230 
idraf lores,  Lima,  Peru 


Phone.-  HAnover  2-6484-5 


Coble:  PARCELUS,  N.  Y. 


Executive  Director 
PAUL  COMLY  FRENCH 

September  15,1953 

OFFICERS 


President 

MURRAY  D.  LINCOLN 

Cooperative  League  U.  5.  A. 

Vice-Presidents 
IRVING  ABRAMSON 

National  CIO  Community 
Services  Committee 

JAMES  CUMMINS 

General  Conference  of 
Seventh  Day  Adventiits 

KENDALL  KIMBERLAND 
American  Friends 
Service  Committee 

WAYLAND  ZWAYER 

Church  World  Service,  Inc. 

DAVID  MARTIN 

International  Rescue  Committee 

MATTHEW  WOLl 

Labor  League  for  Human 
Rights,  AFL 

GEORGE  XANTHAKY 
Greek  War  Relief 


Krs.  Keith  Henney 
Fcss  hountain 
Snowville,  hew  Hampshire 


Dear  Nella: 

I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  Brazil  indicating  an  interest 
among  Helen1 s  friends  there  in  helping  with  Helen1 s  nomination 
for  the  Hotel  Peace  Prize. 

As  you  can  prepare  it,  I  will  appreciate  having  a  succinct  outline 
of  Helen's  activities  in  the  quest  for  Peace  these  past  years. 

It  is  most  important  that  the  committees  in  thes  parts,  also  in¬ 
clude  details  in  making  their  nominations. 


Secretory 
THOMAS  KEOGH 

Wor  Relief  Services  — 
National  Catholic  Welfare 
Conference 


Treasurer 
HAROLD  S.  MINER 

Congregational  Christian 
Service  Committee 


Sincerely  yours 


cc: folly  Thomson 


- - - - - MEMBER  AGENCIES - 

American  Aid  to  France,  Inc.;  American  Baptist  Relief;  American  Friends  Service  Committee;  American  Friends  of  Yugotlovia,  Inc.;  American  Fund  for  Ciechoslovak  Refugee*. 

Inc  ,  American  Relief  to  Austrio,  Inc.;  American  Relief  for  Polond,  Inc  ;  Brethren  Service  Comml»»ion;  Church  World  Service.  Inc.;  Committee  on  Christian  Science  Wortime 
Activities  of  The  Mother  Church;  Congregational  Christian  Service  Committee;  Cooperative  League  of  the  U  S. A.;  General  Conference  of  Seventh-Day  Adventists;  Greek  Wor 
Relief  Association.  Inc  .  U  S  A  ;  International  Rescue  Committee,  Inc.;  Labor  League  for  Human  Rights,  AFL;  Mennonite  Central  Committee;  National  CIO  Community 
Services  Committee,  Paderewski  Testimonial  Fund.  Inc  ;  Save  the  Children  Federation,  Inc.,  Tolstoy  Foundation,  In*.;  Unitarian  Service  Committee.  Inc.;  United  Lithuanian  Relief 
Fund  ef  America.  Inc  .;  United  Ukrainian  American  Relief  Committee,  In*..  War  Relief  Services  -  Notional  Catholic  Welfare  Conference;  Y  W.  C.  A  — World  Emergency  Fund 
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For  the  Connecticut  Bar  Association. 


Dear  Friends, 

I  cannot  express  in  words  my  appreciation  of  your  generous  thought  in 

Cfafr 

conferring  upon  me  the  Award  of  the  Connecticut  Bar  Association.  Only  this 
I  can  say,  I  am  touched  by  your  honor, ..  and  that  your  encouragement  will 
thrill  me  to  new  effort  to  create  inner  light  for  the  handicapped. 

As  I  am  no  lawyer,  I  feel  awed  at  the  idea  of  addressing  such  an  au¬ 
gust  group.  But  may  I  tell  you  how  deeply  impressed  I  have  been  by  Chief 
Justice  Douglas's  speech  before  the  American  Institute  of  Law  on  the  fruitr- 
ful  effects  of  due  process  of  law.  not  only  in  the  United  States  but  also 
in  other  parts  of  the  world.  His  noble  words  inspired  me  with  the  thought 
that  wherever  a  wise  law  is  upheld  there  is  creation..  Was  it  not  God's 
Law  that  created  light? 

Is  there  not  a  way  in  which  human  law  can  be  practiced  so  as  to  streng¬ 
then  the  United  Nations  in  its  increasingly  beneficent  activities  and  thus 
create  a  mighty  tide  of  good  on  earth?  Justice,  I  believe,  consists  not 
only  in  recognizing  but  also  safeguarding  the  rights  of  humanity.  May  not 
the  small  free  nations  work  out  a  richer  field  of  world  justice?  In  their 
experience, , surely,  there  is  soil  for  universal  humane  ideas.  They  are  not 
as  exposed  as  big  powers  are  to  thd  eesire  of  dominion  and  the  illusion  that 
to  impose  their  way  of  life  upon  others  is  a  path  to  true  greatness.  Peo¬ 
ples  like  the  Danes,  Swedes,  Norwegians  and  some  states  in  South  America 
are  more  or  less  exempt  from  prejudices  of  of  nationalism,  race,,  race  and 
language.  Why  cannot  they  get  together  and  through  "due  process  of  law" 
exert  their  influence  for  harmony  in  the  United  Nations  and  for  closer 
cooperation  between  that  friend  of  man  and  all  parts  of  the  world?  Then  in— 


\ 


deed  will  there  be  universal  law  — the  liberation  of  all  peoples  from 
fear  and  want  and  their  ascent  to  enlightenment, , natural  living,,  justice  and 
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COOPERATIVE  FOR  AMERICAN  REMITTANCES  TO  EUROPE,  INC. 


Reg.  U.  S.  Po».  Off. 

(A  Non-Profit  Corporation) 


20  BROAD  STREET,  NEW  YORK  5,  N.  Y. 


Av.  Atahualpa  230 
Miraf lores,  Lima,  Peru 


Phone:  HAnover  2-6484-5 


Coble:  PARCELUS,  N.  Y. 


Executive  Director 
PAUL  COMLY  FRENCH 

October  8,1953 

OFFICERS 


President 

MURRAY  D.  LINCOLN 

Cooperative  League  U.  S.  A. 

Vice-Presidents 

IRVING  ABRAMSON 

National  CIO  Community 
Services  Committee 


Mrs.  4eith  Heaney 
111  Fifth  5t. 
Garden  City,  N.Y. 


JAMES  CUMMINS 

General  Conference  of 
Seventh  Day  Adventists 

KENDALL  KIMBERLAND 
American  Friends 
Service  Committee 

WAYLAND  ZWAYER 

Church  World  Service ,  Inc. 

DAVID  MARTIN 

International  Rescue  Committee 

MATTHEW  WOLL 

Labor  League  for  Human 
Rights,  AFL 


Dear  Mrs.  rieaaey: 

In  Nelson' s  absence  from  Lima,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  forward 
copies  of  your  sketch,  Helen  Keller  and  World  Peace  along  with  a 
copy  of  Mr.  Boulter's  letter  to  organizations, which  should  be  helpful 
in  securing  support  in  Brazil,  Chile,  Peru  and  Mexico. 

I  am  hopeful  that  Nelson  will  be  returning  to  Lima  within  the  week 
and  am  confident  that  you  will  be  hearing  from  him  very  soon. 


GEORGE  XANTHAKY 
Greek  War  Relief 

Secretory 
THOMAS  KEOGH 

War  Relief  Services  — 
National  Catholic  Welfare 
Conference 


I  spoke  to  Nelson  on  the  phone  from  Santiago,  Chile  and  told  him 
that  I  was  forwarding  the  above  material  for  guidance  for  Mr.  Arturo 
Edwards.  He  said  that  Mr.  Edwards  was  anxious  to  receive  it  so 
that  he  could  proceed  in  that  country. 


Treasurer 

HAROLD  S.  MINER 


Congregational  Christian 
Service  Committee 


Sincerely, 


MEMBER  AGENCIES 


American  Aid  lo  France,  Inc.;  American  Baptist  Relief;  American  Friends  Service  Committeo;  American  Friends  of  Yugoslavia,  Inc.;  American  Fund  for  C*echo»lovak  Refugee*, 
Inc.;  American  Relief  to  Austria,  Inc.;  American  Relief  for  Poland,  Inc.;  Brethren  Service  Commission;  Church  World  Service,  Inc.;  Committee  on  Christian  Science  Wartime 
Activities  of  The  Mother  Church;  Congregational  Christian  Service  Committee;  Cooperative  League  of  the  U.S.A.;  General  Conference  of  Sevenlh-Doy  Adventists;  Greek  Wor 
Relief  Association,  Inc.,  U.  S.  A.;  International  Rescue  Committee,  Inc.;  Labor  League  for  Human  Right*,  AFL;  Mennonlfe  Central  Committee;  National  CIO  Community 
Service*  Committee;  Paderew*ki  Te*timonial  Fund,  Inc.;  Save  the  Children  Federation,  Inc.;  Tolstoy  Foundation,  Inc.;  Unitarian  Service  Committee,  Inc.;  United  Lithuanian  Relief 
Fund  of  Amerieo,  Inc.;  United  Ukrainian  American  Relief  Committee,  Inc.;  War  Relief  Service*  -  National  Cotholic  Welfare  Conference;  Y  W  C  A  -  World  Emergency  Fund 
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AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  Inc. 

15  WEST  16th  STREET 
NEW  YORK  11,  N.  Y. 
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DOUBLEDAY  &  COMPANY,  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


January  12,  195k 


Dear  Nella: 

Thanks  so  much  for  your  fine  letter.  I  shall 
get  in  touch  with  Ralph  Barton  Perry  immediately. 
He  lives  at  985  Memorial  Drive,  Cambridge  38, 
Massachusetts . 

I  will  be  so  pleased  to  see  you,  J&ss  Keller, 
and  Polly  Thompson  when  you  can  arrange  it. 

Love  to  you  and  thanks  so  much  for  a  really 
memorable  evening.  I  shall  never  forget  that 
film. 


Sincerely, 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  L.  I.,  N.  Y. 


KMc : BL 


WILLIAM  B.  MAY 


Wm.  B.  May  &  Co. 

Real  Estate 


Jan.  12 /Z>4  . 


JOHN  C.  BAAS 
GEORGE  I.  NEWELL 


14  East  52np  Street 
New  York  2  2,  N.  Y. 


PLAZA  3-0270 


Nella  dear:- 


here's  '.'hat  I  just,  wrote  Polly  and  much  I  said 
applies  to  you  too  since  you  are  close-knit  to  the  "girls" 
and  we  have  you  to  thank  for  that  wonderful  book  on  Teacher. 

"What  you  must  think  of  me  for  not  having  written 

before  this.  I  got  cogged  down.  First  I  was  bogged  emotionally 
at  the  end  of  the  film  and  crept  out  splattering  tears  down 
the  street,  then  I  got  bogged  with  much  too  much  work  which 
landed  me  home  hear  eight  every  evening  and  left  me  just  enough 

energy  to  cook  supper  and  fling  my  frame  in  bed. 

Polly,  (and  unquote,  you  Nells  too),  I  was  tremendously 
impressed  with  the  picture.  The  major  impression  it  succeeded 
in  getting  across  was  the  almost  saint-like  dedication  Helen's 
life  has  been  to  doing  as  much  good  as  she  could  -  and  the  fact 
that  such  a  dedicated  life  has  ONLY  BEEN  POSSIBLE  through  the 
help  of  two  great  women  -  Teacher  and  you.  Only  through  the 
assistance  she  has  always  received  could  she  have  avoided 
bitterness  and  dispair  -  you  and  Teacher  never  allowed  that  with 
the  spiritual  help  and  the  stimulation  you  offered  by  keeping 
her  eager  mind  fed. 

I  would  have  to  see  that  ending  again  to  judge  it  - 
I  wasn't  seeing  too  well  about  then.  And  my  one  real 

criticism  is  much  of  the  Martha  Graham  sequence.  Feeling  tom¬ 
toms  and  male  dancer's  legs  is  all  very  well  if  Helen  was  eight 
or  nine  years  old  and  learning  shapes,  forms,  rhythms,  but  for 
a  dignified  woman  of  her  years  it  struck  me  as  pretty  awful. 
However,  I  speak  frankly  realizing  I  am  undoubtedly  in  a  great 
minor! ty. 


I  want  to  see  it  again  ofeourse  -  and  I  think  most 
people  will  feel  that  way  about  it  too.  " 

Nella,  you  did  a  remarkable  job  on  that  filih.  You  are  to  be 
greatly  congratulated.  Wish  we  could  meet  and  talk  about  it. 

If  you're  ever  in  town  with  an  odd  hour  on  your  hands  won't  you 
call  me  here  so  we  couibd  have  a  dish  of  tea  together? 

Aff ectiona  tely. 
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DOUBLEDAY  &  COMPANY,  INC.,  Vjk  575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK.  22 


MURRAY  HILL  S-5300 


March  19 ,  195>U 


Dear  Nella: 

Ralph  Barton  Perry's  introduction  is  in  which 
I  think  is  good  although  not  inspired.  It  will 
do  and  fills  the  reader  in  on  a  few  things  he 
needs  to  know  that  have  taken  place  since  the 
original  publication  of  this  distinguished  book. 
Vie' re  going  to  try  it  out  on  the  Atlantic  Monthly 
on  the  chance  that  we'll  get  additional  publicity 
by  having  them  run  it  as  an  article.  I'll  let 
you  know  what  comes  of  that. 

When  you  have  the  time  I  look  forward  to  seeing 
you,  Helen  Keller  and  Miss  Thomson  about  her  new 
book. 

Affectionate  best  to  you. 


Ken  McCormick 
Editor  in  Chief 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  L.I.,  N.Y. 
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DOUBLEDAY  &  COMPANY,  INC.,  575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  1IILL  8-5300 


April  5,  195U 


Dear  Nella: 

Thank  you  so  much  for  your  extremely  helpful 
piece  on  Helen  Keller  and  World  Peace.  We 
shall  make  extremely  good  use  of  this  infor¬ 
mation  in  promoting  the  reissue  of  the  book. 

Mr.  Perry  has  come  through  with  his  notion 
of  a  personal  paragraph.  He  does  make  one 
good  point,  however,  and  since  we've  com¬ 
missioned  him  to  do  the  introduction  I  don't 
see  anything  we  can  do  but  use  it.  Nothing, 
of  course,  can  hurt  the  book,  but  it's  just 
too  bad  this  couldn't  have  been  more  what  we 
wanted. 

Best  to  you. 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  L.I.,  N.Y. 
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DOUBLEDAY  &  COMPANY,  INC.,  Publishers  'sjk.575  madison  avenue,  new  york  22  -  Murray  hill  8-5300 


April  23,  195ii 


Dear  Nella: 

Just  to  bring  you  up  to  date  on  some  of  the  results  of  our 
luncheon,  I've  gotten  in  touch  with  Mrs.  Eisenhower  who 
plans  to  see  the  Helen  Keller  film  sometime  at  the  White 
House.  At  present  she  doesn't  have  any  date  that  she  knows 
of  with  Helen  Keller  on  May  5th.  Is  it  possible  that  some¬ 
thing  has  slipped  there? 

You'll  be  pleased  to  know  I'm  sure  that  Birmingham  is  so 
excited  about  Helen  Keller's  coming  that  one  of  the  stores 
ordered  300  copies  of  her  book  and  wants  her  to  autograph. 

I  doubt  that  we  can  call  on  her  to  do  that,  although  I've 
suggested  the  matter  to  Polly,  but  I  thought  it  would 
interest  you  to  know  the  kind  of  feeling  there  is  for  her 
arrival  down  there. 

I  have  taken  up  with  Mr.  Downey  the  question  of  doing  ANNE 
SULLIVAN  MAC!  royalty  free.  We're  getting  some  estimates 
and  will  see  what  we  can  do.  One  of  the  reasons  that  the 
book  was  declared  out  of  print  was  that  the  sales  by  19U3 
had  fallen  off  to  87  a  year,  which  is  no  reflection  on  the 
book,  but  the  fact  that  the  times  had  turned  people's 
attention  to  other  and  more  terrible  matters.  We'll  make 
some  estimates  and  see  if  it's  possible  to  get  aNNE  SULLIVAN 
MACY  back  in  print. 

I  do  hope  you  have  a  wonderful  summer  in  Hew  Hampshire. 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 

111  Fifth  Street 

Garden  City,  L.I.,  N.  Y. 
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MRS.  WYNDHAM  BLANTON 
3015  SEMINARY  AVENUE 
RICHMOND  27.  VIRGINIA 


April  27,  1954 


Dear  Miss  Hennery 

I  was  extremely  glad  to  receive 
your  letter  of  the  24th,  and  frankly  I  was  doubly 
glad  to  laarn  there  was  someone  so  responsible  that 
I  might  discuss  one  matter  with  without  distress¬ 
ing  Miss  Keller  to  give  me  the  answer.  I  am  glad 
to  know  she  is  writing  a  book  about  Mrs.  Macy.  It 
may  be  that  these  letters  would  recall  certain 
dates  and  travels  to  her  mind,  for  instance  about 
their  Richmond  visit.  I  shall  endeavor  to  have  the 
carbon  copies  in  order  and  in  your  hands  by  the 
middle  of  June.  The  late  Dr.  Douglas 

Southall  Freeman  made  the  statement  at  an  alumnae 
meeting  in  a  speech  about  Miss  Jennie  to  her  old 
girls  that  he  doubted  that  Miss  Jennie  knew  her 
hero,  Mr.  Macy,  had  had  an  extra- marital  affair.  I 
am  told  on  reliable  authority  that  Miss  Jennie  did 
know,  and  there  is  one  brief  and  very  poignant 
letter  in  the  series  telling  of  his  grief  at  the 
death  of  his  Myra  and  speaking  of  a  little  girl. 
After  this  I  believe  there  was  an  Italian  trip 
and  no  more  mention  of  Miss  Keller  and  Mrs.  Macy. 

I  have  not  had  any  opportunity  to  find  out  any¬ 
thing  about  Mr.  Macy's  intimate  life,  and  of  course 
have  no  desire  to  disturb  old  ’wounds  or  to  publish 
s-nsational  matter.  The  letters  interest  me  because 
they  are  really  source  material  for  Miss  Jennie's 
fruitful  life.  She  was  a  brilliant  teacher,  but  the 


Mrs.  wyndham  Blanton 

3015  SEMINARY  AVENUE 
RICHMOND  27.  VIRGINIA 


source  of  many  of  her  methods  and  much  of  her 
inspiration  are  revealed  in  these  dlightful  letters 
it'C’dna  brilliant  critic  and  student  of  English  who 
was  her  friend.  There  is  nothing  in  any  of  the 
letters  that  I  have  yet  seen,  some  more  have  just 
turned  up, (odds  and  ends.  Miss  Jennie  kept  everythin* 
apparently ,) that  would  disturb  Miss  Keller.  On  the 
contrary  she  would  be  pleased  to  remember  . ith  what 
affection  and  obvious  enjoyment  Mr.  Macy  spoke  of 
her  and  Mrs.  Macy  and  their  speaking  tours.  I  hope 
I  have  not  seemed  tactless  or  lacking  in  taste  in 
discussing  this  matter.  But  I  need  someone's  help 
in  knowing  what  the  end  of  the  ilacy*:s>  life  together 
was .  Did  it  end  in  divorce,  separation,  or  did  Mrs. 
Macy  not  know  of  the  affair,  or  accept  it,  or  aid 
it  not  exist?  I  entered  B*jrn  Me  wr  College  in  the 
fall  of  1913,  and  none  of  thisSwas  known  to  me  then 
or  until  a  year  or  so  ago.  I  suppose  I  was  so  busy 
with  my  own  affairs  that  Mr.  Macy  was  just  another 
difficulty  in  the  academic  world  which  was  always 
tough  enough.  I  only  thought  of  him  as  someone  Miss 
Jennie  sent  our  papers  to  and  paid  to  correct  and 
suggest  revisions.  I  had  no  idea  he  was  an  intimate 
friend  she  had  kept  in  close  touch  with  since  her 
own  stammer  school  days  in  the  North  when  he  was  an 
instructor  at  Harvard  who  was  glad  to  make  a  little 
money  by  an  unburdensome  job  of  working  with  a 
w oman ,  old  enough  to  be  his  mother,  whose  ambitions 
to  know  and  to  teach  could  not  be  downed.  If  you 
can  find  the  time  or  have  the  information  I  need 
to  guide  me  in  future  communications  with  Miss  Keller 


Sincerely 


dm 


DOUBLEDAY  &  COMPANY,  INC.,  Publishers 


N  575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22  -  MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


May  5,  195b 


Dear  Nella: 

Thanks  for  your  letter  of  April  29th. 

The  galleys  have  come  in  on  THE  STORY  OF  MY  LIFE.  I  talked  to 
Polly  Thompson  and  she  agreed  that  since  there  was  no  basic 
change  in  the  book,  with  the  exception  of  the  Introduction, 
that  we  could  read  the  galleys  here  and  thus  save  them  some 
effort  up  there. 

The  Nancy  Hamilton  business  in  the  White  House  is  straightened 
out  and  the  film  will  go  dovm  there  sometime  after  the  twelfth 
which  means,  of  course,  that  there  isn't  any  possibility  of 
Mrs.  Eisenhower  seeing  it  before  Helen  is  there.  However,  this 
was  unavoidable  because  there  was  some  priority  on  the  print 
that  is  for  use  in  Washington. 

Certainly  if  we  can  work  out  an  arrangement  to  do  ANNE  SULLIVAN 
MACY  we  will  use  the  Alexander  Woollcott  and  Chesterton  quotes 
as  well  as  some  of  the  other  very  distinguished  ones,  and  we 
will  be  very  careful  to  check  pages  30  and  cl.  I'm  getting 
estimates  to  see  what  this  whole  reissue  will  mean  and  will  be 
in  touch  with  you  about  that. 

Affectionate  best. 


Ren  McCormick 
Editor  in  Chief 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Snowville 
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lonway,  New  Hampshire 
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Mrs.  Wyndham  Blanton 

3015  SEMINARY  AVENUE 
RICHMOND  27.  VIRGINIA 


May  7  1954 


Dear  Mrs .  Henney : 


I  am  reassured  by  your 
letter  and  am  grateful  for  it.  It  is 
wonderful  to  know  that  Mrs .  Macy  was  not 
harmed  by  the  knowledge ,  however  much 
she  may  have  been  hurt--  for  surely  we 
are  not  harmed  when  we  can  meet  a  disap¬ 
pointment  or  sorrow  with  suchbigness  of 
heart  and  soul  as  was  hers.  1 


Sincerely  yours, 


411  East  51  Street 
New  York  City 
May  11,  1954 


Dear  Nella, 

Polly  informed  me  very  early  last  Thursday-while  we  were  still  under  the 
Hudson  River,  in  fact-  that  in  your  absence  I  must  be  the  official  chronicler, so 
we  will  call  this  chapter  the  Log  of  the  Caboose.  Helen  has  patched  onto  that 
word  by  the  v/ay,  and  is  planning  to  use  it  philosophically  in  her  book  about 
Teacher, -I  could  never  quite  get  clear  what  she  was  intending,  but  over  and  over 
she  said  something  like  ’Caboose,  caboose,  it  has  tsAght  me  something  I  am  going 
to  use  in  my  book-sometime s  things  look  as  if  they  had  a  dangerous  end,  sometimes 
the  end  turns  out  to  be  wonderful'.  This  may  be  all  off  what  she  wr.s  really  sayino  Dr 
thinking,  but  it  certainly  was  true  about  our  caboose,  s  you  may  remember,  when 
I  first  instigated  the  drive  towards  a  private  car,  Mr.  Schumpert,  NY  manager  of 
tffe  Southern  Railway  toald  A1  Margolies  that  an  'Office  car'  had  been  volunteered 
by  their  President,  Mr.  DeButts,  the  latter's  private  car  being  already  promised  for 
last  weekend,  that  the  Office  car  would  meet  us  in  Washington,  staffed  with  aporter 
and  chef,  that  its  sleeping  equipment  consisted  of  one  bedroom  with  a  doublebed, 
one  with  an  upper  and  lower,  and  bunks  in  the  dining-room  that  could  be  made  up. 
with  curtains  around  them,  that  if  two  people  slept  in  the  double  bed  he  was  afraid 
on  e  of  them  might  fall  out  going  around  t  curve,  that  he  didn't  think  the  trainmen* 
who  had  fo  pass  through  the  dining  room  several  times  in  the  night  would  disturb 
a  sleeper  there,  that  he  wouldn  t  advise  anyone  to  sleep  in  the  upper  berth -also 
due  to  curves,  and  no 'galluses'  on  the  upper  berth-  Kxmixfegfc  iths^raxs  taht  there  xrrm. 
would  be  a  'ae...d-head' riding  in  the  car,  but  we  d  never  see  him,  r.d  the  re  son  the 
car  couldn't  pick  us  up  in  New  York  was  because  it  was  toe  high  tc  come  through 
the  Jersey  Tunnel.  It  was  thenl  began  to  refer  to  our  means  of  transportation  as 
the  Caboose,  "lien  Kit  heard  the  name  and  the  details,  she  put  in  a  frantic  call  for 
a  friend  in  Chicago  whose  father  had  been  something  big  in  the  Pullman  Company,  and 
from  the  midweetpstrings  began  to  be  pulled  for  something  really  streamlined  -nd 
comfortable  that  cibuld  take  us  from  the  Pennsylvania  Station  to  Tuscum’oia  and  Birmingji 
ham  and  back  again,  with  no  fear  of  wondering  trainmen,  curves  or  deadheads.  However , 
in  spite  f Presidents  and  Vicepresidents  of  every  railroad  from  Chicago  to  uew  York 
to  Birmingham,  the  Caboose  stuck,  a-uid  thank  God  it  did.  As  Helen  said  after  she  had 
felt  every  square  inch  of  it  before  we  pulled  out  of  Washington, -and  laughed  loud  as# 
she  said  it-'Some  Caboose!'  But  that  of  course  is  not  the  beginning  of  the  trip.  (I 
cant  for  a  minute  think  you  want  every  detail,  but  I  am  determin  ed  to  -Trite  every 
detail  I  can  remember,  so  if  you  don't  want  to  read  it  all,  let  the  winds  take  it  off 
your  Foss  Mountain.  I  am  making  a  copy  anyway. 

Our  going  off  was  if  not  spectacular  at  i&ast  memorable.  Kit  and  Budd  Lewis 
called  for  me  ,  while  1  was  still  trying  to  fi/nis’n  packing  and  flailing  through 
parers  to  be  sure  I  had  schedules  and  lists  and  names  of  people  who  wou’d  mean  life 
r.  nd  death  to  us  '..long  the  wa^y-the  usual  efficient-looking,  unable-to-rub-two- 
sticks-together-to-make-s-fire  girl  scout  leader.  I  finally  came  down  my  stairs  with 
great  dignity  and  clean  clothes,  Buddy  h;mded  me  a  small  bunch  of  carnations  to  pin 
on  my  freshly  pressed  suit (a  dear  remembrance  which  he  invariably  brings  and  which  I 
invuri  ibly  wish  he  hadn't)  I  took  one  .step  across  my  floor  in  my  new  alligator  shoes 
skidded,  plunged,  recovered  rnd  went  to  the  garden  to  scrape  my  si  .ir pery  soles.  They# 
say  there  is  a  reason  for  everything,  nd  they’re  right.  I  found  in  Gcd'd  daylight 
had  on  one  blue  and  one  bllcl-  shoe.  I  only  tell  you  this  to  show  yon  tha t  the  journey 
be~.-n  happily.  Then  we  got  to  the  station,  llelen  and  Polly  were  not  there,  nor  was 
Guthrie  who  was  due  to  bring  from  some  secEet  cache  at  his  office,  Kit's  topaze  pend® 
ant  pin  which  was  indispensable  to  her  new  Vrjhentina  evening  dress.  Every  official  of 
the  railraAd  was  there  however  w  hen  a  call  came  trhough  to  the  station  master's  ofifi-. 
ice  to  hold  the  train,  that  Hr.  IcGlintic  had  left  the  office  unable  to  find  the  ,.1 
-yhieh  had  subsequently  been  found  and  we  re  being  rushed  dorm  by  an  oi  j  ice  Coy  via 
subway.  ’Yell,.  Helen  and  Polly  arrived-Polly  mainly  concerned  with  whether  or  not  Ben 


e'  's  li .  d  remembered  to  rack  their  new  corsets  in  with  their  new  dresses,  the 
■ce  boy  arrived  with  the  jewels,  porters  end  officials  stood  by  ir.  urgent 
attendance,  the  train  was  in  and  nearly  ready  to  go  oat  and  no  Guthrie.  This 
could  have  been  t  major  crise,  as  I  don't  think  Kit  would  have  left  without 
a  proper  goodbye,  so  of  course  he  did  turn  up  in  a  great  state  of  perturbation 
and  wrath  having  got  on  the  wrong  subway (one  of  his  few  ventures  into  those 
regions)  a  nd  in  a  flurry  of  e  rything  we  were  whisked  to  the  lower  level,  ^olly 
immediately  gave  orders  that  the  train  co  ldn'u  go  until  she  had  been  through 
the  block  and  white  striked  Bendel  boxes  to  see  if  the  corsets  wertethere,  so 
after  getting  the  dresss  boxes  into  their  compartment,  I  w  -s  a.-.  "Med  rut  to  th 
end  of  the  car  tc  sign  for  a  last  minute  sgt  of  papers  from  Fitelso„'s  office. 

By  this  time  the  train  ras  well  past  st  i^fr.  4  ,  but  le  and  cry 

v:'.  -  coming  from  Polly  down  the  car,  and  squeezing  my  w  y  back  I  found  her  with 
11  the  Valentina  boxes  open  m  iling' They've  sent  us  the  wrong  dress  esl ' 
you  would  have  admired  my  calm  as  I  said  very  quietly  '?"rs.  Davidson,  ci  11  Bend 
when  you  get  off  the  to- in,  •  nd  hove  a  special  plane  ordered  to  get  Miss  Keller's 
,nd  \!4ss  Thomson's  dresses  to  Tuscunbi.-  by — '  nd  then  I  1  ocked  dr-.ni  and  saw 
the  dress  th  t  Valentina  had  told  re  not  to.  fire-un  of  unpacking  until  I  got-  tc 
Birminham  .  So  that  exc&tment  was  over  except  that  we  had  to  open  tht  Bendel • s  boxes 
i-  st  t-  be  sure  bout  the  dresses  as  wefel  as  the  corsets,  -nd  in  no  time  t  all 
t  e  were  off  in  a  fine  froth  of  tissue  paper  .  The  rest  of  our  trip  to  Washington 
uneventful  except  that  our  w  iter  in  the  dining  car  was  very  rude,  so  that 
we  only  ti’ red  him  dill  nr  and  gave  the  other  dollar  ifcc  the  headwsiter  ,  and  Helen 
brooded  •  gre  t  de  '  about  the  race  problems  in  the  south,  -nd  chuckled  over  wtocfc 
the  shock  she  irs-.  pined  the  Birmingham  udience  would  get  when  they  sew  her  kissing 
the  little  South  African  colored  boy  in  the  film.  (This  proved  tc  be  no  shock  at  all, 
and  Helen  told  us  coming  back  that  she  found  c  onditons  different  .nd  bettered  then 
they  i-d  been  on  her  last  visit  thirty-six  years  ago. (She  did  not  incidentally  meet 
with  the  colored  group  in  Birmingham  for  Mnrgolies  had  found  out  that  tots  negroes 
were  permitted  in  the  movie  house  -though  only  in  the  balcony  to  be  sure-and  that 
tickets  were  available  to  them  for  the  preview.  ’.Vhether  any  attended  or  not  I  :m 
sorry  to  say  I  did  not  find  out,  but  that  they  might  attend  if  they  -leased  ~rs  s 
fact) 


On  arrival  in  Washington  the  local  agent  of  the  Southern  Railway  boarded  our 
car,  and  while  we  switched  about  to  get  as  near  to  the  Caboose  as  "cssible  before 
transferring-!  having  meanwhile  packed  up  all  our  evening  dresses  again  aid 
knotted  wildly  cut  strings  to  keep  thwm  from  tumblAggout-he  the  pent  explained 
to  me  that  the  'deadhead1  referred  to  by  fir.  Schurapert  was  an  official  of  the  line, 
who  would  be  travelling  down  with  us  in  the  c  r  and  eating  with  us  etc,  but  we 
needn't  pay  any  -ttention  to  him.  Without  turning  to  my  scout  manual,  I  s-  id  in 

my  gentlest  tones  that  I  thought  we  ladies  would  h  ve  to  e: t  alone-  even  i  f  it  w-  s 

in  our  berths,  s  ~e  had  strenuous  days  alieid  of  us  etc  etc,  end  Mr.  ’'-theson,  the 
agent,  -  "king,  said  he  woul  d  pass  the  word  along. If  I  h  .4  ever  beer,  nervous  .bout 
'  rr  nging  for  a  private  car,  I  w  -ms  nov  jelly,  j  sc  rcely  d  red  look  t  Helen  or 
It.  s  we  swung  up  onto  the  Caboose,  every  fear  vanished.  I'e  really  were 
i  n  Railroad  He-.vB  n.  I  t  may  not  be  the  newest,  the  most  sumptuous,  the  most  T-  dy- 
i  "a  ’  o  <1  o  r  •  n  the  line,  but  the  double  bed  really  was  a  double  bed,  the  uprer 

’  luxurious,  each  bedroom  had  a  bathrooi  with  a  shower,  che<f»5 

of  dr  -.wers,  closets  nd  iu-n^ers .  there  were  lovely  flowers  .  fr** 

tie  trip,  there  weseKleenex  nd  new  nailbrushes  in  e  ch  V  .throcm,  nd  two  of 

the  de  rest  men  to  w  it  uror.  us  t  all  hours  of  the  d  iy  and  night  that  the  bord  ever 

1  chef.  Roy,  the  porter,  a  hnndso-.e,  gentle  ■  .  ■  • .r 

?'•’  d  r.  nners  ;nd  thoughtful  c  ire  it  w.is  ->s  if  w  e  all  had  known  him  all  our  lives  -nd 

he  us-Henry,  th  e  chef,  younger,  laughing,  trained  by  roy  into  r.  marvelous  cook,  nd 

tick  .ed  silly  when  we  asked  him  tc.  cook  us  some  TV  popcorn  th  t  Kit  had  brought  long 
so  that  Helen  could  feel  it  lopping.  The  ' dead— he  d'  turned  out  to  he  the  third  liirhd 
effieir-1  of  the  Southern  Railway,  viho  travelled  in  another  car  entire1  y  aid  who  had 
to  be  coaxed  to  join  us  oven  fi  r  ;  coc  -col'  ,  t  nd  could*-. 1 1  be  co.  x  d  t  -  drinl  bee  u 
he  was  on  duty  t-  us*  ”r.  Ogilsbee  was  young  and  good  looking  a  nd  we  never  found  1 
th  t  his  name  was  Bill  till  w  e  were  half-way  to  Washington  on  our  way  home. 


(At  the  rate  I  am  going  I  will  never  get  us  to  Birmingham  much  lens  h:me' 

Helen  and  Polly  chose  the  bedroom  with  the  upper  and  lower  to  the  great  concern  of 
Roy  who  took  me  aside  and  confessed  they’d  never  bothered  to  have  v  ]  uses  (I  knev; 
it  w.  s  an  old  word  for  suspenders  but  didn't  know  till  then  it  also  -  ; ' ied  t 
least  in  his  language  to  those  canvas  things  that  keen  you  from  rolling  out  of  •  n 
upper  berth)  ,'nyway  galluses  they  had  none,  but  Polly  said  Helen  would  like  that 
and  she’d  line  her  back  with  pillows-  a  precaution  I  may  say  which  they  never 
took  and  Helen  slept  happily  in  the  upper  for  four  nights.  Kit  and  I  had  the  double 
bedroom  as  we  were  still  s  bit  leery  of  the  bunks  in  the  dining  room  that  tr  .innon 
might  come  by  ’several  tines  in  the  night’,  but  as  it  happened  they  also  had  a  couch 
in  the  observation  end  of  the  car  that  turned  into  .  bed,  and  there  Kit  migrated  to, 
e  ich  night  as  I  sleptThere  was  n  occasion-1  conductor  on  the  rear  ■  '  tforr  waving 
his  sign.-1  lights  but  other  than  that  we  ere  as  cloistered  -  novices.  T  u  ed  */ 
Kit  and  me  *s  re  rolled  through  Virgin!  .,  a  nd  both  of  us  got  int  slacks,  nndPolly 
w  •  s  wild  that  she  hadn't  thought  to  bring  some  for  Helen  and  herself,  -  nd  I  •  s 
sorry  I  hadn’t  suggested  it,  for  I  would  like  to  have  seen  the  eyes  of  the  station 
masters  at  the  various  stations  where  we  got  out  for  exercise,  if  they  had  seen 
He’ er.  ^el'er  --light  in  pants. 

A  s  we  sat  down  to  an  early  and  delicious  dinner  with-as  Helen  exclaimed  rapturously- 
're  i  biscuits'  re  v  ent  through  all  the  lovely  rolling  horse  country  of  Virgin!  . 
He’en  w  s  really  excited  and  noticed  every  mountain  we  climbed,  wanted  to  know  the 
name  of  each  town  as  we  stopped  and  when  Polly  told/  her  v re  h  -d  cor.e  to  the  country 
with  the  red  earth  she  s-.id'The  red  earth'.  I  remember  it  hurt  Te  cher's  poor  eyes, 
s  she  down  that  first  time  to  Tuscumbia. '  I  don't  have  to  tall  you  what  a 

showman  Helen  is  or  how  delighted  she  knew  we  would  be  when  she  quiifely  informed  us 
that  a  particularly  long  freighttrainwas  going  by.  nd  I  confess  that  I  m  Iwsys 
freshly  dazzled  by  these  I'm  sure  not  too  remarkable  observ  tions.  s  for  P.oy  and 
Henry  and  Mr.  Ogilsbee  they  uttered  a  continuing  series  of  'Well,  I  declares!'  and 
meant  everyone  of  then. 

\ 

V'e  all  woke  rather  earlyjzthan  we  planned  on  Friday  and  to  our  intense  horror  were 
greeted  by  a  rainy  day,  but  Helen  assured  us  the  weather  in  Tuscumbi  -  vou'd  be  in  .nd 
out  and  that  for  the  ceremonies  at  Ivy  Green  we  could  count  on  sun.  I  don't  know 
whether  she  counted  on  the  feeling  in  her  bones  or  the  answer  t<w  pjp.n.  r  vers,  but 

she  was  right,  k'eanwhile  we  sat  in  cur  observation  lounge  -nd  v;  J  tot’  o  rain  strem 

over  the  Tennessee  River.  It  Huntsville  ,  Alabama,  stati 
never  saw  handed  up  to  Roy  a  beautiful  bunch  of  roses  from  has  ~  rden  f  r  He’en's 
luncheon  table.  Needless  to  say  Helen  noted  the  difference  at  once  between  store 
bouglit  flowers  and  his  homegrown  ones  nd  was  delighted.  nd  tie  rain  stre  wed  on. 

Te  w  ere  due  in  Tuscumbia  at  11.?  their  tine  which  after  sore  hectic  figurin’  we 
decided  was  one  thirty  our  tine,  so  we  dressed  f  or  the  /ceremonies  nd  Had  ’unch  be¬ 
fore  we  got  there-Helen  in  o.  pale  pink  orn-idy  dress  -.nd  little  pin’  horsehair  hat, 

looking  li'-e  a  r»l  te  of  the  most  delicious  w:.ter-ice,  and  Polly  nearly  cr  zed  because 
they  bad  cQosen  the  ensemble  in  the  beief  th  t  the  weather  would  be  as  hot  as  fire. 
Kit  nd  I  h  .<3  rut  cb  dark  suits  because  of  the  r-.in,  but  when  we  s  a  He’en,  w  e  ran  p 
k  ck  nd  changed  to  irl.t  dresses/,  ’  nd  HI  " ooking  _s  much  as  possible  liie  the 
oueen ' s  garden  party  trouned  into  lunch.  You  wont  be  surprised  to  Te  rn  that  Helen's 
southern  .-.npetite  had  by  this  time  sserted  itself  nd  she  had  asked  for  corn  bread 
among  other  things.  It's  dreadful  to  rela  te  th  t  w  e  -'ll  -'te  biscuits  aid  cotnbre  d  t 
L,  -.nd  in  spibfof  the  rigors  of  our  schedule  we  all  ut  on  weight.  Helen 
became  very  moved  and  excitod-as  did  we  all,  as  we  appr  cached  Tuscumbia,  nd  Kit  -nd 
I  of  course  were  crying  as  the  station  slowly  rolled  u1-  to  us,  with  its  welcoraers 
waiting  in  the  drizzle.  There  wereva  hundred  or  so  people  on  the  platform  me.  others 
in  c  ;rs  1 ining  the  platform.  7  8  tteG  hick  with  his  camera  and  -1  largo lies,  thought 
I  saw  Mrs.  Tyson  and  Catherine  (whom  of  course  l’d  never  seen  before)  :  nd  was  right. 
V.'e  waited  in  the  car  and  the  mayors  of  Tuscumbia,  Sheffield  nd  Florence  -  ted  unceifc 
tainly  on  the  platform,  noone  knowing  quite  what  to  do,  until  final1  y  .it  sc  ear  tte 
officials  were  holding  back  for  the  family,  so  Mildred  and  her  duu  ghfetr  c.  we  .aboard 
Then  corsages  were  h.-nded  up  for  all  of  us  to  wer-.r-  one  never  has  the  right  I  ce  °r 


dress  to  in  tham-but  Kit  -aid  I  valiantly  pinned  ours  on  and  carried  H  and  P's  for 
them.  Then  Helen  and  Polly  went  out  on  the  jdacfcfar  rear  platform  and  there  greeted 
the  three  mayors,  and  cars  were  drawn  up  for  us  right  beside  the  traces  nd"  Helen 
aid  Polly  in  lonely  splendor  were  whisked  off  in  one,  Kit,  the  Tysons  •  nd  i  in  notha- 
each  driven  by  a  policemen l 


I 


I  )0~u 


d 


QkcA^LUdle  ,  - 

'  1 L  L 


1  0v;- 

Q  £  L*.  wJ ,  t\l  i  L . 

tc* - ^ 

^f€L  p^C/ 


j* 


I'tt  Qdl  h>  - 

iu'f  u~  4^WV 

fkciu  j\&uj  Olc^ 

I^uliCisl- 


rW^ObCU^L 
V/J'SU'^Ov  It  OL  ca~^ 
"VU^tU  ClL^O^-Ic 


Lx  Si/oba  c.  IcnL 

(jufU  '-AiCJuC-U-/ 
<j«CL  wii 

-V 

j(La-4. 

4-4  J?  iu.  & 

9^ 


> 


■»-  ■*-  J  I  ^  tf 

p^jui^JU. 


POST  CARD 


tty/i/}  jti/Zt 
tyd44j  fy? ifU/ntoLOft 
/%JMtvoMl 

J/&ujU£uuL^ 


Miss  HELEN  HAYES,  Chairman 

c/o  MISS  FANSHAWE 

136  EAST  64th  STREET 

NEW  YORK  21,  NEW  YORK 


"THE  UNCONQUERED''— HELEN  KELLER  IN  HER  STORY 


136  East  64th  Street 
New  York  21,  N.  Y. 
Apt.  2A 


"THE  UNCONQUERED" 
HELEN  KELLER  IN  HER  STORY 
TUESDAY  EVENING,  JUNE  15th,  1954 
The  Guild  Theatre 


ADDRESS . - . . . 


Enclosed  is  mv  check  lor  $ . 

. for . 

. tickets. 

Box  Office  Price 

No.  Tickets 

Tax  Included 

♦Contribution 
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the  net  amounts  available  to  them  to  benefit  the  deaf-blind. 


"THE  UNCONQUERED" 
HELEN  KELLER  IN  HER  STORY 


as  presented  by 

Nancy  Hamilton 

consultant 

Nella  Braddy  Henney 
camera 

Joe  Lipkowitz 

technical  director 
Richard  Carver  Wood 

technical  editors 

Alfred  Butterfield  and  Thomas  H.  Wolf,  Jr. 

music  by 
Morgan  Lewis 

orchestration  by 
Robert  Russell .  Bennett 

commentary  by 

James  Shute 

narrated  by 
Katharine  Cornell 


SPONSORS 


Miss  Judith  Anderson 
Mrs.  George  F.  Baker,  Jr. 

Miss  Tallulah  Bankhead 

Mrs.  August  Belmont 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irving  Berlin 

Mrs.  Harry  Payne  Bingham 

Mrs.  Wolcott  Blair 

Mme.  Draper  Boncompagni 

Mrs.  Sidney  C.  Borg 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van  Wyck  Brooks 

Mrs.  Mellon  Bruce 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  Sterling  Bunnell 

Miss  Billie  Burke 

Mrs.  Frederic  E.  Camp 

Mrs.  Edna  James  Chappell 

Miss  Ruth  Chatterton 

Miss  Constance  Collier 

Miss  Patricia  Collinge 

Mr.  Noel  Coward 

Mrs.  J.  Cheever  Cowdin 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  S.  Crocker 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russel  Crouse 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  G.  Darlington 

Mrs.  Bethsabee  de  Rothschild 

Miss  Jean  Dixon 

Mrs.  Lewis  W.  Douglas 

Miss  Ruth  Draper 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Ellinger 

Mr.  Edward  Ely 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwin  C.  Faber 

Miss  Edna  Ferber 

Mrs.  Marshall  Field 

Mr.  Henry  Fonda 

Miss  Brenda  Forbes 

Mrs.  James  W.  Fosburgh 

Mrs.  Francis  P.  Garvan 

Mr.  Stanley  Gilkey 

Miss  Margalo  Gillmore 

Miss  Dorothy  Gish 

Miss  Lillian  Gish 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Whitney  Griswold 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eric  Gugler 

Mr.  Richard  Holliday 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oscar  Hammerstein  II 

Mrs.  W.  Averell  Harriman 

Miss  Theresa  Helbum 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leland  Heyward 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Colin  Keith-Johnston 

Miss  Emily  Kimbrough 

Mr.  Lawrence  Langner 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy  E.  Larsen 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  David  M.  Levy 

Mrs.  Samuel  A.  Lewisohn 

Mr.  Howard  Lindsay 

Mrs.  Goodhue  Livingston 

Gov.  and  Mrs.  John  Lodge 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joshua  Logan 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alfred  Lunt 

Mr.  Charles  MacArthur 

Mrs.  Lorraine  Manville 

Mrs.  Macklin  Marrow 

Miss  Armina  Marshall 

Miss  Mary  Martin 

Gen.  and  Mrs.  John  Williams  Morgan 

Mrs.  Rita  W.  Morgenthau 

Mr.  Basil  O'Connor 

Miss  Elaine  Perry 

Mrs.  Ogden  Reid 

Mrs.  Philip  Kip  Rhinelander 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  N.  Richard 

Mr.  and  Mr3.  Cyril  Ritchard 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Rodgers 

Mrs.  Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Robert  Samstag 

Mr.  George  Schley 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eustace  Seligman 

Mr.  Merrill  Shepard 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Sherwood 

Mr.  James  N.  Smith 

Mrs.  Frederick  Steinway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwin  P.  Stevens 

Miss  Dorothy  Stickney 

Mrs.  Matilda  Day  Straus 

Mr.  Barry  Thompson 

Mrs.  A.  Ronald  Tree 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alvin  Untermyer 

Mme.  Valentina 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  J.  Watson 

Miss  Margaret  Webster 

Mrs.  Granville  Whittlesey 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Whorf 

Mrs.  Clark  Williams 

Mrs.  Wendell  Willkie 

Mrs.  William  Woodward,  Jr. 


Tickets:  Miss  FANSHAWE,  136  East  64th  Street,  Phone:  TE  8-2838  or  8-2220 


W Atkins  4-01  so 

CABLE  ADDRESS: 

RELIEFER.  NEW  YORK 

American  Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind,  Inc. 

FORMERLY  AMERICAN  BRAILLE  PRESS  FOR  WAR  *  CIVILIAN  BLIND  (FOUNDED  1915) 
22  WEST  17TH  STREET,  NEW  YORK  11,  N.  Y. 

May  26,  195k 


OFFICERS 


William  Ziegler,  Jr. 
President 

Richard  H.  Micel 
Vice-President 

Jansen  Noyes.  Jr. 
Vice-President 


Mrs.  Nella  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  N.  H. 


Max  Shoop 

Vice-President 


Dear  Nella: 


Eustace  Seligman 
Secretary 

Alexander  M.  Laughlin 
Treasurer 


•Helen  Keller 
Counselor, 

International  Relations 


•M.  Robert  Barnett 
Executive  Director 

•Eric  T.  Boulter 
Field  Director 


F.  Abbott  Ingalls 
Director, 

Europe — Middle  East  Region 


The  idea  of  laying  out  scented  gardens  for  the  blind  sprang  up  in 
England  several  years  ago  and  such  gardens  are  now  to  be  found  in 
many  towns  across  the  country.  The  one  in  Brighton  probably  got 
a  little  more  publicity  than  most  since  it  was  tied  in  with  the 
Coronation  festivities.  However,  I  am  afraid  we  do  not  have  any 
very  detailed  accounts  as  to  cost,  layout,  etc.  We  have  clipped 
the  enclosed  briefs  from  the  NEW  BEACON,  which,  as  you  probably 
know,  is  Britain's  leading  journal  concerned  with  work  for  the 
blind.  I  hope  these  vail  be  sufficient  for  your  purposes,  but 
if  not  I  would  recommend  that  you  write  directly  to  Mrs .  C.  Ruthven 
Secretary  of  the  Brighton  Society  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind,  lhl 
Preston  Road,  Brighton,  for  complete  information  about  the  Brighton 
garden,  or  to  Mr.  John  Jarvis,  International  Correspondent,  Royal 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  22ii  Great  Portland  Street,  London 
for  general  information  on  the  subject  of  scented-  gardens 'for  the 
blind. 


> 


y 


George  L.  Raverat 
Consultant 


European  Office 
14  rue  daru 

PARIS  8,  FRANCE 


Yes,  the  Tuscumbia-Birmingham  affairs  were  organized  most  efficiently 
and  both  were  exceedingly  happy  occasions.  The  film  itself  was  a 
tremendous  success,  the  whole  audience  being  visably  moved  by  the 
experience.  Helen  and  Polly  were  in  great  form  and  I  think  that 
nothing  but  good  can  come  of  the  Southern  trip.  I  hope  that  the 
New  York  opening  will  be  equally  successful. 


•Blind. 


I  hope  that  you  are  enjoying  a  good  rest  and  that  the  weather  is 
not  being  too  unkind. 


Yours  very  sincerely, 

*  -  *  n .  , 


Eric  T.  Boulter 
Field  Director 


NANCY  HAMILTON 


411  EAST  51ST  STREET  • 


NEW  YORK 


& 

Guux-  ■ 


nsH 


y  72)  aj>  cjuey  (y/Wy  Y  - 

mi  Jk  \xXXl  tvOLULP 


crj 


5sO-^  Ij^u 

■&JLS  $AYU i/u^9 

fl&A  ^  alu^lb^ 

Xo  c  jpOLuy,  ajuu)2f  h-UM  Jl O'^jT) 


\/Xl^ 


iw>  a <*** 


Cf  s-o'j) 


um  ,  u“'*wl  ^ 

r  etcuA.  -y^~'  tJ1  ^ 


(Mcprt 


(J3  HIm  ^  -LiS 


&UJ  vH  (A£^  - - -  Q 

L*u_ot4*  m  “ffif  ^ 


LcM  liu  w-n{c(  k  ^ 

'.r  Csa&~1^ 

rUp*js  i  au;~*/„.  uxiU_t^' 

a7>  <W  )f  \  ■  <*  'M^-~ 

%&tfs  -tw*As  -'u- " 

*w*l.  /^-Co  ^ 

iW  f- 

(JUS  \lxoSL  ■  y 

grc^  w)-<r^i  J  ?*  ^ 


k  a  ^  -Y' 

l  flos^ 


i//W'— 


e^L  c#<^'  -  6^  ytUu 1  (^ 


H  WILLIAM  FITELSON 
BERTRAM  A.  MAYERS 
HAROLD  J.  SHERMAN 
FLO RIA  V.  LASKY 
BENJAMIN  ASLAN 


Fitel  son  and  Mayers 
580  f  i  Itli  Avenue 

New^orlc  36,  N.Y. 

JUDSON  6-4700 
CABLE  ADORESS‘‘fILMLAW" 


LIONEL  J.  FREEMAN 
TAX  COUNSEL 


June  2nd,  1954 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Snowville, 

New  Hampshire 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

I  am  enclosing  herewith  a  copy  of  the 
revised  statement  of  policy  concerning  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  the  film  THE  UNCONQUERED. 

The  copy  which  I  enclose  has  Mr.  Noyes' 
approval  of  the  statement  on  it.  I  thought  that 
you  might  like  to  have  this  for  Miss  Keller. 

I  enclose  an  extra  conformed  copy  which 
you  might  wish  to  keep  for  your  own  files. 

Kindest  regards. 
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DOUBLEDAY  &  COMPANY,  INC.,  ^  575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 

MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


June  8,  1951* 


Dear  Nella: 

I  have  gone  very  carefully  into  the  possibility 
of  reissuing  ANNE  SULLIVAN  MACY  at  this  time. 
Manufacturing  prices,  even  with  your  generous 
offer  of  no  royalty,  make  it  difficult  for  us 
to  reissue  the  book  and  for  the  present  we  must 
regretfully  report  that  it  will  ha,re  to  remain 
out  of  stock  for  the  present.  If  the  prices 
make  it  possible  for  us  to  do  the  book  later, 
you  may  be  sure  that  we  will. 

I  hope  that  you  and  Keith  have  a  very  nice 
summer. 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Snowville 

Conway,  New  Hampshire 


KMcspv 
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New  York  3.  N.  Y. 
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Deputy  District  Governor 
Box  211 

Croton-on-Hudson,  New  York 
Croton  1-4757 
JOHN  G.  La  DUE 

Zone  Chairman— Zone  l 
84  Main  Street 
Cold  Spring.  New  York 
Cold  Spring  5-2468 
HERMAN  H.  DONLEY 
Zone  Chairman— Zone  2 
35  Main  Street 
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REGION  2 
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Zone  Chairman-Zone  3 
104  South  Buckhout  Street 
Irvington,  New  York 
Irvington  9-3121 
Tarrytown  4-Official  50 
F.  HENRY  LAUTZ 

Zone  Chairman— Zone  4 
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Mt.  Vernon.  New  York 
Mt.  Vernon  8-6343 

REGION  3 

THOMAS  E.  SCHUTRICK 
Deputy  District  Governor 
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Zone  Chairman— Zone  5 
39  Park  Place 
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Zone  Chairman— Zone  6 
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REGION  4 
ALVIN  R.  COWAN 

Deputy  District  Governor 
258  Broadway 
New  York  7,  N.  Y. 

WOrth  4-1260 
SAMUEL  S.  BURMAN 
Zone  Chairman— Zone  7 
250  W.  57th  Street 
New  York  19,  N.  Y. 
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JACK  RF.YCRAFT 

Zone  Chairman-Zone  8 
1267  Castlcton  Avenue 
St.  George,  Staten  Island  10,  N.  Y. 
Gibraltar  2-4200 

REGION  5 
LOUIS  GREENSTEIN 

Deputy  District  Governor 
8  Hillside  Avenue 
Suffern,  New  York 
Suffcrn  5-0278 
HERBERT  F.  SWAIN 
Zone  Chairman— Zone  9 
17— 4th  Avenue 
Nyack,  New  York 
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Zone  Chairman— Zone  10 
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JOHN  FRANCIS  SCHWIETERS 

District  Governor,  District  20-R 
SIXTY  WALL  TOWER 
70  Pine  Street 
New  York  5,  N.  Y. 

WHitehall  3-0077  -  FLoral  Park  4-3766 


June  9,  1954 

Miss  Nella  Braday  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 

My  dear  Miss  Henney: 

Your  letter  of  June  4,  1954  has  just  come  to  my  attention. 

1  should  be  delighted  to  attend  the  World  Premiere  of  the 
Documentary  Film  depicting  the  life  of  Miss  Helen  Keller 
at  the  Guild  Theatre  next  week.  It  so  happens  that  our  ““tate 
Lions  Clubs  will  hold  their  Convention  on  Sunday,  Monday  and 
Tuesday,  June  13,  14  and  15  at  the  Lido  Club,  and  as  District 
Governor  I  am  required  to  be  there  during  the  entire  period 
by  reason  of  the  fact  that  the  election  of  officers  in  the  form 
of  balloting  will  take  place  on  Tuesday  afternoon. 

1  find,  however,  that  1  will  be  able  to  leave  about  6:30  on 
Tuesday  afternoon  ahead  of  the  others,  and  1  am  planning  to 
attend  the  Premiere  with  Mrs.  Schwieters. 

1  have  already  telephoned  Mr.  ^obert  ^amett  and  have  spoken 
to  Miss  Sobiski,  who  very  kindly  suggested  that  she  would 
arrange  to  have  tickets  sent  to  me  before  1  leave  my  office  on 
Friday. 

Please  extend  my  cordial  greetings  to  Miss  Keller  whom 
1  met  a  number  of  years  ago  when  the  Lions  Club  of  New  Tork, 

(my  home  club)  had  a  wonderful  party  at  Carnegie  Hall  to  raise 
funds  for  blind  aid  and  welfare.  Miss  Keller  participated  in 
this  fund  raising  activity  and  spoke  on  that  occasion. 

^'ith  kind  greetings. 


Advisory  Committee 

KENNETH  G.  KATZ 
Chairman 

MATSON  C.  ARNOW 
JAMES  BROWN 
RICHARD  DURHAM 
S.  T.  GAMBINO 
WALTER  J.  HOLMES 
WILLIAM  L.  GIRARDI 
EDWARD  J.  KORBEL 
ALFRED  H.  NIEMEYER 
KENNETH  C.  SCHWARTZ 
BENJAMIN  I.  TAYLOR.  JR. 
GEORGE  W.  WATSON 

JOHN  J.  BROWN 

State  Secretary-Treasurer 
273  Otis  Avenue 
Staten  Island  6.  N.  Y. 


JFC : MF 


3015  S ©Binary  Avenue, 
Richmond  27,  Virginia. 
Jun^e  15,  1954. 


Dear  Mrs.  Hennery 


You  will  be  dismayed  I  am  sure  by  the 
bis  package  of  letters,  but  I  knew  no  other  way  to  do 
than  to  send  all  that  I  have  found  so  far  in  the  big  boxes 
that  have  come  to  me  from  Miss  ELlett* S  estate.  She 
seems  to  have  kept  every  letter  anyone  every  wrote  her, 
but  in  no  order.  You  will,  of  course,  know  what  .lies 
Ke -ler  will  want  to  have  read  to  her.  Perhaps  these 
general  comments  will  help  you:  the  earliest  letters  con¬ 
cern  themselves  almost  entirely  wit  the  b  shj  5  of 
English  and  correcting  of  themes  that  was  the  center  of 
Mr.  .lacy's  relations  with  Miss  Ellett.  The  first  mention 
of  Wrentham  is  in  Aug.  31,  1903,  and  he  tells  of  his 
engagement  to  Mrs.  Macy  on  January  17,  1905-  All  through 
that  year  there  is  much  talk  of  his  life  with  Mrs.  Macy 
and  Miss  Keller,  that  of  January  12,  1906,  being  especially 
informative  and  attract ’ve  and  happy.  Eyv.  17,  1908 
speaks  of  plans  to  buy  a  house  in  Maine.  By  Mov.  8,  1912 
there  is  talk  of  "disheartening  storms','  financial,  and 
"I  need  a  change,"  The  letter  of  April  14,  191b  is  quite 
■wonderful  about  Mrs.  Macy  and  Miss  Keller.  April  24,1915 
tells  of  his  having  visited  a  neurologist  in  Boston.  Then 
comes  the  trip  to  Italy.  August  23,  1917  says  "Mrs  Macy 
sold  the  house  in  Wrentham"  and  he  moved  his  books  to  his 
room.  January  31,  1922  speaks  of  an  experiment  in  living 
which  did  not  please  his  in-laws,  and  the  letter  of  April 
6,  1928  tells  of  the  death  of  "My la . "  I  expect  there  will 
be  more  letters  found  in  the  one  last  trunk  I  have  not 
yet  looked  through,  but  the  story  of  the  his  life  and  the 
pain  he  gave. and  experienced ,s  is  to  be  here. 

I  have  no  right  to  ask  anythin;;  of  Miss  Keller,  of 
course,  and  her  life  of  Mrs.  Macy  when  it  comes  will  no 
doubt  answer  most  of  my  questions  as  to  dates,  places,  etc., 
but  if  It  should  become  possible  for  us  to  publish  a  volume 
from  these  letters  -which  tell  so  clearly  the  influence 
on  our  school  of  Harvard  and  the  Bryn  Mawr  Examinations 
and  this  English  instructqrjdipbecame  more  of  a  friend 
than  a  councillor,- perhaps?  andwrec 

gave  entirely  aside  from  'the  nonr-y  involv  -d,  anything  that 
she  would  be  willing  to  tell  me  would  be  helpful.  For  ins  3©> 
was  Mr.  Macy  Miss  Keller's  teacher  before  he  became  interested 
in  Mrs.  Macy?  Was  the  promts-:  of  his  min^inot  sustained 
by  a  steadiness  of  purpose  and  practicality,  or  v:as 

he  physica.lly  unable  to  do  the  work  that  his  gifts  might 
Suggest  he  could  have  done,  or  did  he  do  that  work  and 
there  was  just  not  enough  of  it  to  be  done  to  make  his 
financial  situation  improve  steadily?  Her  com«rvts  'ould 
be  kept  for  my  own  information  if  she  so  desired,  though 
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the  Bor  ton  bull  named  Phiz  inscribed  to  Miss  Bllett,  and 
though  I  have  not  yet  dated  it,  perhaps  I  can  from  a 
life  of  her  which  I  have  not  yet  looked  up.  I  should  be 
very  much  interested  in  a  picture  of  the  house-  in  Wrentham 
if  it  is  still  standing,  or  enough  identification  of  its 
location  tc-  have  one  taken.  And  of  course  I  should  like 
one  of  Mrs.  Macy  and  one  of  Mr.  Macy.  I  know  there  is  a 
a  very  beautiful  one  of  Miss  Keller  and  Mrs.  Macy  though 
I  do  not  know  its  date,  and  should  like  best  to  have  one 
of  the  Mr en than  period. 


I  trust  that  this  correspondence  will  not  prove 


a  burden  to  you  in  your  vacation.  It  is  kind  of  you  to 
help  me  in  whatever  way  you  will.  I  don’t  think  I  told 
you  that  the  evening  I  wrote  first  to  Miss  Seller,  my 
husband  returned  from  a  trip  to  Washington,  and  having 
passed  a  few  minutes  as  is  his  wont  in  the  Congressional 
Library  when  possible--  he  is  a  medical  historian  as  well 
hysician — bright  me  as  sc  ly  '  eautiful 

Miss  Keller' s  -words  about  blindness  being  the  dark  feather 
from  the  angel's  v/ing.  He  had  known  I  was  writing,  only 
that  sne  was  one  of  my  inspirations. 


With  all  kind  wishes,  I  am 
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.  JOHN  J.  BROWN 

Uear  Miss  Hennei:  State  Secretary-Treasurer 

273  Otis  Avenue 
Staten  Island  6.  N.  Y. 

1  want  to  convey  to  you  and  to  Miss  Helen  Keller  my  sincere 
thanks  and  that  of  Mrs.  Schwieters  for  the  opportunity  of  enjoying 
the  Premiere  performance  of  the  film  depicting  the  story  of  Miss 
Keller's  life.  VJe  appreciated  very  much  seeing  the  picture  so  well- 
named,  "The  Unconquered." 


I  was  sorry,  however,  that  I  was  unable  to  meet  you  or  Miss  Keller. 

I  had  hoped  that  perhaps  she  might  come  before  the  curtain  after  the 
performance.  I  now  fear  that  perhaps  1  sho:  Id  have  gone  backstage 
to  meet  her  because  1  notice  by  your  letter  of  June  12th  that  was 
waiting  at  my  office  for  me  after  my  return  from  the  State  Convention 
at  Long  Beach,  that  Miss  Keller  hoped  to  have  an  opportunity  to  speak 
to  me.  Does  that  mean  that  she  was  there  last  night? 

The  Convention  at  Long  Beach  ended  in  a  dance  last  night,  but  I 
left  immediately  after  the  balloting  which  I  had  to  supervise 
and  which  took  place  about  4  P-  M.  1  was  able  to  complete  all 
necessary  business  on  time  so  as  to  arrive  at  the  theatre  by  3:30. 
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Dear  Nella; 


Thursday,  July  8,  1953  —  10.30  A.M. 
At  Horae 


This  is  a  rickety  old  typewriter,  one  I  bought  for  thirty  dollars 
many  years  ago  when  Keith  and  Arthur  and  I  were  in  business,  but  it  is  still 
working  in  a  half-arsed  way  as  you  can  see.'  Anyway  it  is  the  best  means  I  have 
at  the  moment  of  sending  you  a  speedy  little  note  to  tell  you  I've  seen  the  pic¬ 
ture!  It  was  wonderful,  Nella,  the  most  inspirational  thing  I've  ever  seen 
and  needless  to  say,  when  I  saw  your  name  on  the  screen  I  felt  a  thrill  right 
down  to  ny  toes!  Nina,  my  Polish  girl  friend,  was  with  me,  and  Nina  thought 
it  was  marvelous  that  you  would  use  your  Henney  marriage  name  as  well  as  your 
own.  According  to  Nina,  many  many  women  do  not  do  that,  they  do  not  wi*  credit 
to  go  to  their  husbands  in  any  way! 

I  couldn't  get  over  the  smooth  and  easy  way  the  story  unfolded. 
I'd  never  seen  a  picture  before  where  they  used  existing  records  in  combination 
with  current  filming  ...  and  that's  what  made  the  picture  so  wonderful,  because 
it  was  Helen  Keller  herself.  The  same  effect  could  never  have  been  achieved 
with  an  actress  playing  the  part.  It  would  have  seemed  unreal  because  I  doubt 
that  many  people  would  believe  it  possible  that  Helen  could  have  reached  the 
heights  she  has  ...  it  would  have  seemed  like  an  exaggeration. 

Are  Helen  and  Polly  still  with  you?  If  they  are,  then  you  can 
tell  them  that  in  addition  to  numerous  surprises  to  me  in  learning  about  them,  I 
was  delighted  to  see  how  pretty  they  are!  Helen  has  the  loveliest  face,  and  the 
sweetest  expression,  and  Polly  is  not  only  a  beauty  but  she  has  a  sja  rk  that  I 
thought  only  movie  stars  possessed.  They  botn  have  good  figures,  too,  and  I 
found  them  very  easy  to  look  at!  Somehow  in  all  the  years  of  hearing  about 
Helen  Keller,  which  began  back  in  elementary  school  when  I  was  about  ei^at,  no 
one  ever  happened  to  mention  that  she  was  pretty,  so  that  was  a  real  thrill  f<r 
me.  Polly's  voice  is  excellent,  and  so  natural.  I  can't  stand  affected  voices 
even  those  belonging  to  famous  people. 

I  was  quite  excited  too  over  that  new  machine  they  showed  at 


end  of  the  film  ...  the  one  that  makes  it  possible  to  talk  to  the  blind-deaf. 

Golly,  that  will  be  a  blessing  to  those  people.  Helen's  face  registered  uasi 
real  joy  as  she  felt  that  machine. 

Anyway,  as  you  can  see,  the  picture  was  a  great  success  so  far 
as  I'm  concerned,  and  the  critics  that  I  either  read  myself  or  heard  about  seemed 
to  feel  the  same  way.  I  was  up  at  the  hospital  last  week  visiting  Vin,  and  one 
of  the  first  things  he  told  me  was  that  Lira  (I'm  quite  sure  he  said  LIFE)  had  aa 
article  about  Helen  Kelier  and  Poily  Thompson  ...  I  iagine  it  was  about  the  picture, 
but  we  were  interrupted  by  another  ja  tient,  and  so  I  didn't  get  the  full  story. 

I'm  on  a  week's  vacation  at  the  moment,  but  the  weather  is  not 
very  good  for  my  purpose  ...  I  had  intended  to  sit  in  the  sun  all  week.  There  has 
been  a  good  bit  of  rain,  and  very  little  sun.  I  hope  it's  been  nice  up  on  the 
mountain  so  that  Polly  and  Helen  and  your  sister  can  enjoy  the  outdoors. 


My  friend  Ann  Noone  has  bou^it  a  new  car  ...  a  Buick  ...  so 
we  have  been  having  some  fun  driving  around  out  to  the  beach  (Rockaway  and  Breesy 
point),  and  up  to  Montrose  to  visit  Vin.  Amdoesn't  drive  yet.  Her  sister  Cather¬ 
ine  took  lessons,  passed  the  test,  and  has  been  the  chauffeur  for  the  jast  three 
weeks  since  they  bought  the  car.  Ann  will  take  lessons  in  the  fall,  and  then 
it  will  be  better  because  Ann  hasa  great  sense  of  direction  ...  she  could  be  a 


navigator.  As  it  is  now,  Catherine  merely  steers  the  wheel.  Ann  tells  her  every 
move  to  make  on  the  road,  and  I  help  out  when  we  hit  the  Bronx,  which  is  my  trail. 


I  have  to  run.  I'm  on  my  wy  up  to  the  hospital  to  see  Vin. 
to  the  hospital 

I  won't  be  able  to  go/ on  Sunday  because  Catherine  and  I  are  taking  a  trip  to  the 
beach  ...  Ann  will  be  in  Atlantic  City  attending  the  housewares  convention  for 


EM  . . .  so  I  am  going  up  today  Instead.  Vin  is  pretty  good  rignt  now,  but  he 

has  had  a  series  of  relapses.  Now  that  he  is  on  the  mend,  he  is  practicising 

his  wiles  on  the  new  doctor  in  an  attempt  to  get  a  10-day  leave  from  the  hospital. 


The  doctor  will  probably  fatll  for  it  because  Vinnie  Boy  is  bo  convincing.  It  is 

very  sad  that  Vin  cannot  be  contented  to  stay  until  he  is  really  cured,  but  that 
is  how  he  is  and  always  will  be  unless  some  doctor  can  perform  a  miracle]  .... 

I'll  write  you  later  in  the  summer,  but  I'll  probably  see  Keith  on  one  of  his 
trips  down.  Keep  well  and  healthy,  and  don't  get  worn  out  "ft i^Pfe® *h  U 
Jt'.^^rfecfho^or't^r4  "VSaffi  to^Inf  Ke«h.  as  always-  >  ^ 


DOUBLEDAY  &  COMPANY,  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


July  15,  195U 


Dear  Nella: 

It  occurred  to  us  that  it  might  be  interesting 
to  take  from  the  five  Helen  Keller  books  the 
best  passages  and  gather  them  together  in 
one  book  which  could  be  sort  of  a  Keller 
Omnibus  and  which  could  also  give  the 
syndicate  department  an  opportunity  to  sell 
it  as  a  newspaper  feature. 

My  question  is,  how  soon  can  we  expect  the 
book  that  Helen  is  working  on  now,  and  would 
this  sort  of  operation  confuse  the  issue 
with  the  new  book?  I*m  asking  you,  because 
as  an  editor  you  envision  very  clearly  what 
we  have  in  mind,  and  if  you  think  it's  a 
good  idea  you  car.  help  me  convince  her. 

If  you  think  it*s  a  bad  idea,  please  let 
me  know. 

I  hope  it*s  been  a  good  summer  for  you 
there. 


Sincerely, 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Snowville 

Conway,  New  Hampshire 
KMcCibe 
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DOUBLEDAY  &  COMPANY,  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


July  22,  19Sh 


Dear  Nella: 

Thank  you  so  much  for  your  wonderful  letter  of 
July  18.  Obviously  we  won't  make  a  move  if 
Helen 's  book  is  as  near  completion  as  you 
indicate.  This  is  wonderful,  wonderful,  news. 

I  shall  write  her  immediately,  and  of  course  insist 
that  she  not  answer. 

Meanwhile,  thank  you  for  your  great  help  on  this 
wonderful  property. 

Affectionate  best  to  you, 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 
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Hotel  Gran  Costa  Rica 
San  Jose,  Costa  Rica 
July  26,  1954 


My  Dear  Nella; 


f\ 


From  .vhat  the  papers  are  saying  about  the  heat  in  the  States 
these  days,  I'll  guess  that  Helen  and  Polly  are  still  with  you 
at  Foss  Mountain.  Arriving  jin  New  York  for  their,  or  rather 
Helen's  birthday,  and  finding  that  they  were  'in  the  White  Mount¬ 
ains'  I  did'nt  have  sense  enough  to  call  your  retreat  to  wish  them 
many  happy  returns. 

Nella,  I've  been  thinking,  and  I'm  sure  that  what  I'm  about  to 
suggest  has  been  suggested  for  these  past  thirty  years.  I'd 
guess  that  Helen  is  in  the  middle  third  of  book  about  Teacher. 

I'd  surmise  that  one  reason  she  has  put  it  off  these  many  years 
is  because  she  has  always  thought  of  it  as  her  last  work  and 
testimony  to  the  love  and  capability  of  Anne  Sullivan.  Not  know¬ 
ing  what  Helen  is  planning,  here  is  my  suggestion,  based  on  Helen's 
re-emergeance  to  the  general  view,  through  the  medium  of  the  film. 

A  newspaper  daily  or  weekly  column;  Absurd?  well  wait  a  minute,  we 
all  know  that  Helen  writes  and  w rites  well.  She  has  had  a  life  of 
activity  that  even  Eleanor  Roosevelt  can  barely  top.  She  has  a  free 
and  easy  style,  a  profound  philosophy  §nd  a  world  of  original  wit. 

She  couls  draw  on  her  trips,  her  early  efforts,  friends  01  her 
youth  and  early  working  years,  amusing  experiences  -  her  train  trip 
from  Concepcion  to  Chilian  would  make  a  column  -  and  ail  along  she 
could  be  plugging  the  work  for  the  blind  and  other  handicapped  as 
no  one  else  can. 

I'm  not  thinking  of  a  great,  long  thousand  work  daily  article,  but 
rather  one  of  two  or  three  hundred  words,  on  the  average.  S..e  might 
start  with  a  'backlog'  of  one  or  two  weeks  material,  and  then  till 
in,  as  she  travels  about,  or  as  she  works  quietly  at  home.  Could 
she  do  it?  I  think  that  she  could  if  she  would.  Would  the  press 
but  it?  I'm  sure  that  starting  with  a  few,  it  would  quickly  sprea 
to  others. 

Why  should  Helen's  current  writings  (  not  thinking  of  the  coming 
book  )  be  confined  to  readers  of  professional  publications:  Why 
not  let  the  world  become  reacquainted  with  the  Helen  of  the 
"Golden  Years"?  Why  not  call  it  "The  Golden  Years"? 


Love  to  you  all 


August  3,  1954 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

In  checking  over  the  H.K.  books  at  Arcan  Plage, 
P.T.  found  she  had  a  few  extra  copies  of  "The 
World  I  Live  In".  She  therefore  asked  me  to 
return  the  enclosed  copy  to  you. 

Hope  all  goes  veil  with  you  and  Mr.  Henney. 

I  expect  to  leave  on  a  short  vacation  (one  week) 
this  coming  Friday  night.  When  I  return,  I'll 
try  to  find  time  to  gather  together  some  of  the 
form  letters  we  use  here  for  replj4*dien  it  is 
possible.  It  would  be  nice  if  we  could  have  a 
card  to  send  out  in  certain  instances. 

With  kind  personal  regards, 

Sincerely  yours, 


Evel; 


dson  Seide 


I 


Helen  Keller 


Westport,  Connecticut 
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Nancy  Hamilton 
4XKKxc04st -Strecx 

Vineyard  Haven 
Mass, 

August  15,  1954 


Dearest  ^ella. 

When  Polly  told  me  the  oth  r  day  on  the  r>hnno  +  >,Q  + 

1  seemed  to  you  all  like  the  vanished  American,  great  waves 
of  shame  came  over  me  that  I  hadn’t  written  lo;W  before  this 

haveTb®en  y  thoughts  daily  and  nearly  hourly.Need- 
1  f  bo,say  1  have  talked  or  written  to  Polly  at  least  ever-/ 
week  but  nary  a  word  from  me  to  you  and  of  course  it  is  be-J 

®a^s®  bhere  is  n°thlng  concrete  to  say  about  the  picture  as  vet 
which  leaves  me  wordless,  Fitelson  has  been  having  rough  goinc 

hafli^f+t°  Set  ?  b+eak  on  national  distribution,  so  he  in  turn 
has  not  communicated  with  me,  except  when  pressed,  but  yesterday 
had  a  letter  from  him,  in  which  he  seemed  more  confident  of 
the  end  result  which  we  all  want,  but  it  may  involve  cutting 
the  fiim  to  thirty-five  or  forty  minutes.  Naturally  nothing6will 
be  done  without  our  complete  sanction,  and  as  far'as  I  can^make 
“i11  b!  aone  *n  the  future  at  Slfl  may  a"f 
bav.®  dr^a“s  in  fact  nightmares  every  night  ever 
J?e+f^and  ,wa^e  up  thinking  I  have  solved  the  riddle  of 

of  Si  '  “  "U8t  °°"e  “d  1  mMt  learnthe  patience 

,Polly  may  hfv®  told  you  by  now  that  after  considerable 
agitation  here  on  the  island  to  show  the  film,  and  because  there 
one  educators  and  doctors  and  bishops  and  do-gooders 

assembled  here  from  all  parts  of  America,  Kit  and  Adele  Levy 
and  A  finally  decided-not  with  Fitelson* s  pleasured  approval- 

the  hiani+o?  fJ1v,t0  be  ®hown  here  on  the  25  for  the  benefit  of 
/*b® .  hospital  1  taking  no  fee  for  the  movie  and  the  manager  of  the 

iS  t  1  f®™1®®3*  30  thit  the  whole  amount  taken 

Half1  h/p  b®  tw°  thouaand  dollars,  will  go  to  the  hospital. 
Helen  and  oily  are  coming  up  for  it,  and  the  whole  island  is 

LstUn?e™VeF  9?Ci^e?’  JPd  naturally  we  are  all  on  the  phone 
most  of  hhe  day  fisellingytickets  and  answBtimg  requeBts.  I 
appreciate  the  fact  that  this  is  a  dangerous  prededent,  for 
we  have  turned  down  other  requests  for  the  same  kind  of  use 
ior  the  film  except  that  the  others  involved  paying  a  fee  for 
the  movie  as  well,  and  also  any  national  distributor  will  balk 
°f  our  havln6  done  it  even  once.  But  with  Kit 
JJavld  and  Adele  and  me  all  being  so  much  a  part  of  the  island 
in  the  summer,  we  decided  to  make  this  one  exception,  as  we  really 
Deileve  it  will  spread  the  word  in  many  parts  of  the  land  this 
I  &JL1  • 

,  I  have  been  meaning  to  write  to  you  ever  since  I 

got  here-and  Floria  Lasky  is  perturhed  that  I  have  not-  about 


the  rights  to  ANNE  SULLIV5N  MACY.  As  you  know  Florie> — 
drew  up  agreements  with  Doubleday which  for  no  reason  at 
all  were  never  signed.  They  involved  a  payment  of  $1,200.00 
through  Doubleday  to  you  and  Helen  for  rights  to  your  books, 

,  the  payment  to  have  been  completed  by  December  1,  1953 
and  our.  rights  in  the  books  to  have  teiminated  by  July  1, 

1954JIJ  I  guess  we  don't  have  to  go  into  the  nature  of  my 
preoccupation  with  the  film,  and  the  fact  that  I  obviously  couxi 
umVv  MOtnlag  done  on  Annie  Sullivan  by  Julyl,  but  tnere 
»ost  e«rtainiy  jus  a  mox-a-  ouAxgaoxoa,  <*»  wexi  as  a  continuing 
interest  in  the  subject  on  both  nit‘s  part  and  minei 

bather  than  tie  up  the  rights  in  a  similar  agree¬ 
ment  now,  what  kit  and  I  would  like  to  do  is  to  make  some 
smaller  payment  as  a  token  of  our  good  faith  and  love,  and 
obtain -from  you  and  ilelen  and  Doubleday  an  irrevocable  first 
right  of  refusal  if  any  other  offer  for  ahi'k.  cuLLIVan  Had 
sr.ould  be  forthcoming.  Floria  Lasky  suggested  the  sum  cf 
three  hundred  dollars  as  being  a  fair  amount,  but  if  that 
doesn’t  seem  right  to  you,  or  if  you  don't  want  any  part 
of  us-at  this  point,  1  wouldn't  blame  you.  But  in  any  event, 
having  unwittingly  traded  on  your  patience  for  this  long 
some  token  payment  should  be  made  whether  you  will  allow  us 
the  first  right  of  refusal  or  no.  Will  you  mull  this  and  let 
me  know  how  you  feel,  or  tell  Doubleday. 


The  summer  has  been  a  busy  one  quite  apart  from 
the  usual  hecticallty  of  July  and  August.  I  have  been  at  my 
desk  on  correspondence  and  bills  and  statements  about  the 
movie  every  day  and  never  seem  to  be  able  to  wade  out  from 
under.  Budd  and  I  finally  wrote  one  song  for  Captain  Hook 
In  Peter  Pan,  and  it  got  the  best  notices  of  any  song  in  the 
show  which  was  pleasing.  But  it  doesn't  argue  very  well  for  the 
health  of  the  show  as  ours  was  a  special  material  number  and 
shouldn't  have  gotten  such  notices  if  the  rest  of  the  score 
were  what  it  should  be.  They've  been  working  very  hard  in  San 
Francisco  however,  and  Mary  Martin  has  gotten  fine  personal 
notices  and  business  of  course  feas  been  wonderful,  so  they 
may  bring  it  in  to  New  York. 


Kit  studies  every  morning  on  teJi  Fry  play.  It 
is  a  truly  great  play  and  we  are  all  delighted  she's  going  to 
do  it.  Guthrie  has  been  to  London  to  see  the  production  there, 
got  back  ten  days  ago,  and  leaves  here  next  Sunday  to  direct 
Eartha  Kltt  in  a  play  before  our  Kit  goes  into  rehearsal  in 
October.  We  shall  stay  on  here~T.ill  around  the  middle  of 
October  with  luck,  by  which  time  I  hope  to  have  started  on 
a  new  musical  myself.  Have  had  no  time  and  little  inclination 
to  get  to  work  on  one  until  the  past  few  weeks,  but  am  devel¬ 
oping  an  idea  that  I  like.  Much  love  to  Kieth  and  you  and 
forgive  the  long  silence. 


Shute  is  returning  to 
me  to  find  him  a  Job! 

oa^ab^  * 


our 


Devotedly  ^ 

shores  for  good  in  October  and  wants 

OLc  «•'  Iut? 


crod  a  c. 


tijUU  c 


t-  v  \$  s'  sf 


^  kW  '  na'Y 


3015  Seminary  Avenue, 
Richmond  27,  Virginia. 
August  30,  1954. 


Dear  Mrs.  Kenney 

I  am  afraid  I  have  seemed  rude  in  not  long  ago 
acknowledging  the  return  of  the  Macy-Ellett  letters,  and  your  kind¬ 
ness  lryregard  to  them.  The  delay  was  occasioned  by  many  personal 
interruptions,  but  now  I  can  thank  you  more  intelligently,  for  in 
every  spare  moment  I  have  been  absorbing  the  information  in  the 
Keller  file  in  our  Library  to  which  of  course  you  have  contributed 
so  much, so  brilliantly.  It  was  in  once  sense  very  stupid  of  me 
not  to  go  into  this  before  I  wrote  Miss  Keller  about  the  Macy 
letters  in  the  first  place,  but  it  has  certainly  beep  the  thrilling 
way  to  get  started  from  my  point  of  view.  You  have  been  able  to 
give  me  some  facts  that  I  did  not  have  from  the  letters,  and  the 
books  have  given  background  in  intimate  and  heart-breaking  detail 
for  all  thefdignified  reticencies  and  gentle  kindnesses;  but  I 
think  I  had'' the  picture  and  the  story  from  the  letters,  and  the 
character  of  the  man,  as  well  as  a  most  wonderful  light  on  Miss 
Jennie,  who  yearned  to  help  him  in  his  many  needs  as  she  always 
desired  to  help  us.  He  would  not  have  told  her  so  much  had  she  not 
been  so  strong  and  so  big  in  her  sympathies.  I  have  spent  many 
minutes  studying  the  pictures  of  Mrs.  Macy.  and  there  is. undeniably . 
in  her  wonderfully  strong  face;— which  seemed  to  grow  more  determined 
as  the  years  went  by,  Jn  the  proud  carrying  of  the  world'  sjSuff ering 
and  pain  without  outcry  and  with  gentle  patience, that  is  like 
Miss  Jennie's  own  heavy-lidded  face.  Your  account  of  Mrs.  Macy  has 
added  another  wonderful  woman  to  the  gallery  that  grows  in  my  mind. 
Her  letter  to  Miss  Keller  when  she  was  ill  (recommending  Mr.  Macy  as 
adviser  should  she  die^, seems  to  me  moving  beyond  words  of  descript¬ 
ion.  Miss  Keller's  words  of  appreciation  of  what  Mr.  Macy  meant 
to  them  are  also  unforgettable.  Sometimes  a  tragic  story  like  this  , 
so  interwoven  with  the  stern  facts  of  life  and  the  fragile  stuff 
of  personality  and  character  reifcglls  Meredith's  line  "condemned  to 
do  the  flitting  of  a  bat."  And  one  is  grateful  that  the  glory  is 
so  clearly  discernible.  You  will  be  interested  to  know  that  a  trunk 
and  two  more  boxes  of  the  stuff  from  which  I  have  extracted  at 
least  five  series  of  letters  Just  as  Interesting  in  their  way  as 
the  Macy  letters,  have  been  brought  up  from  the  basement  of  the 
little  house  Lady  Astor  helped  our  Alumnae  Association  build  for 
Miss  Jennie.  They  are  now  in  my  garage  and  I  hope  before  the  summer 
is  over  to  know  how  much  gold  there  is  among  the  dross.  Then  I 
shall  try  to  get  some  help  and  advice  as  to  how  to  use  it.  So  far 
Miss  Jennie  lives  in  many  hearts  and  minds  but  the  facts  for  the 
future  legend  to  be  anchored  to  would  have  been  wanting  in  exactness 
except  for  this  somewhat  tedious  but  exciting  work  of  discovery. 

I  have  written  too  long  to  such  a  busy  person,  but  I  have  no  way  to 
thank  you  for  your  help  except  to  explain  to  you  my  need,of  it. 

No  questions  come  Immediately  to  mind  but  I  shall  remember  happily 
your  kind  offer  to  answer  what  I  may  have  to  ask  In  the  future. 

I  shall  look  forward  to  the  n ew  film  and  the  new  book  with  the 
greatest  pleasure. 


Sincerely  yours, 

^  J  C^c  L  •  '  _  J  '>  l '  ■ — 
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Head  of 

English  Department 
Denson  High  School 


GUNNAR  H □  R N 

5006  Walnut  Street 
OMAHA  6,  NEBRASKA 


Editor 

Senior  High  School  Literature 
Three  Volumes 
Allyn  and  Bacon,  Inc. 


19  September  5H 


Miss  Nella  Braddy  Henney 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 

Dear  Miss  Henney: 


Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  September  16.  I  am 
enclosing  a  copy  of  the  letter  which  I  would  like  to  include  in  my 
high  school  anthology.  I  hope  most  earnestly  that  I  may  have 
permission  to  do  so. 


Very  sincerely. 


Literature  is  news  that  stays  news.  —  Ezra  Pot/ruJ 


Vineyard  Haven,  1-iass 
September  24,  1954 


Dearest  "ella. 


&• 


We  11,  we  have  breathed  the  sigh  and  damped  the  e#e 
of  relief i  What  a  dreadful  few  days  it  has  been  and  what  a 
thanks-be-to-God-  outcome.  Kit  and  I -like  you-had  tried  to  make 
without  seeming  to  make  every  kind  of  plan  for  exodus  and  help. 

'  The  worst  of  it  was  we  knew  neither  of  us  could  be  of  very  much 
’  h”eTp~arid l&iew  itrj,  And  so  the  time  has  really  come  to  learn  the 
manual  alpKiffre^T  We  will  aso  write  to  Dr.  Dixon  adding  our  plea 
to  yours  tohat  Polly  should  now  for  our  sake  _a_s  well  as  Helen1 
allow  some  small  but  Admirable  Crichton  'lotake  over  a  ¥ew  eternal 
daily  chores.  As  you  suggested  to  Kit  that  perhaps  some  Jewish 
girl  would  most  appeal,  I  then  refer  you  to  the  Jewish  Welfare 
forthe  Deaf  (Mrs.  Hash  is  the  managing  director).  It  was  there 
and  through  her  that  I  got  the  young  girls-both  normal-  whose 
hands  you  see  in  the  picture  spilling  out  over  Helen's  and  teach¬ 
er's  hands  and  the  school-books.  They  were  each  in  famil^ie 
containing  one  to  two  deaf  members  and  there  must  be  many  more 
like  them. 


I  enclose  Dr.  Dixon's  letter  to  Kit  as  well  as  the 
memo  of  our  meeting  on  Tuesday  in  New  York.  I^ve  sent  copies  of 
the  llltfer  to  Bob  Barnett  and  kric.  Actually  it  was  an  encouraging 
and  altogether  healthy  meeting,  though  it  grieves  me  that  the 
Murrow  program  must  be  temporarily-if  not  permanently  shelved. 

The  fact/rof  our  having  any  proppects  whatsoever  dispels  the 
immediate  possibility  of  the  See  It  Now  program,  and  to  tell  you 
the  truth,  Kit,  A&ele  and  I  feel  that  Fitelson  drummed  up  those 
prospects  after  he'd  heard  from  me  about  the  Murrow  program,  but 
G-ert  thinks  differently,  and  also  all  relatively  sane  people  think 
we  were  willing  to  gamble  too  much  by  doing  it.  I  don't,  of  course, 
but  the  dye  is  no w  cast.  I  do  believe  however  that  if. we  want  to 
and  need  to  rekindle  those  fires  later  we  can  do  so,  by  havin^a 
meeting  betotoeen  Kit  and  Murrow  and  possible  uelen  and  Polly  or 
YOU  and  Helen  and  let  Polly  rest  at  home,  which  she  will  never  do. 

No  more  for  now.  I'm  going  to  lie  down.  The  day  has 
been  full  of  anxiety  for  us  as  for  you.  Will  f orward  you  any  news 
we  get  and  hope  you'll  do  likewise,  and  if  you  want  me  to  write  to 
Mrs.  Nash,  tell  me,  but  if  anything  is  to  be  done  in  that  or  any 
dibection  I  feel  it  would  be  best  coming  from  you.  The  clipping 
from  the  Spectator  fortunately  pales  beside  the  hazards  of  the 
last  few  days,  but  I  agree  with  you  it  is  a  shame  to  have  anyone 
making  hay  of  as  unique  and  terrible  handicaps  as  the  Deaf-Blind. 
But  when  a  topic  is  in  the  wind,  and  of  course  our  movie  has  put 
it  there,  there  will  always  be  people  to  snatch  at  it. 

Love  from  Kit  and  me  to  Keith  and  you. 


H  r  from  - 


o  W  Fi  Ot" 


-<ancy  “amilton 
vineyard  avon,  naan 

Ceptenber  23,  1954 


Re*-  The  Unconquered-ilelen  Teller  In  her  Story 

On  Monday,  September  21,  there  waB  a  meeting  at  Ur.  and  Mrs. 

David  levy's  in  Haw  York  attended  by  Mrs.  i-ewy,  William  Fiteleon, 
Floria  i-ats:cy,  Gertrude  -Maey  for  Katharine  Cornell,  and  Nancv 
Hamilton.  Its  purpose  was  to  diecusa  the  immediate  policy  to  be 
pursued  in  relation  to  the  distribution  of  the  film. 

The  following  items  were  discussed* - 

1)  ho  suggestion  from  Ldward  .  Kurvow’s  of  ice  that, if 
we  had  not  yet  had  a  bona  fide  offer  from  a  major 
distributor,  Muriow  devote  a  full  half  hour  on  his 
television  program  *SC  IT  NC  *  to  what  he  would 

o&  1  the  'HKLiSU  KhL  ER  COHTROVEhSY' ,  in  which  using 
our  fil  as  an  example,  he  would  point  out  to  the  public 
that  neither  motion  picture  distributors  or  television 
producers  were  sup  lying  it  w.lth  the  finest  that  is  on 
the  market.  His  staff  proposes  to  show  five  minutes 
of  the  film,  quote  the  reactions  and  reasons  for 
rejection  of  all  individual  rsajo  r  distributors,  and 
quote  from  the  reviews  of  the  film  and  also  from  state¬ 
ments  of  suoh/publlo  figures  as  ire.  Roosevelt,  .’Joel 
coward,  Lillian  Gish,  vavld  Lllienthal  etc.  .It  is  the 
belief  of  Mur  row*  s  staff  that  such  a  nation-wide 
challenge  would  result  la  ediatoly  in  the  offer  of  nation¬ 
al  distribution  from  at  least  one  major  company.  They 
condede,  however,  that  for  us  to  admit  publicly  that  we 
have  failed  to  achieve  distribution  of  any  kind  is  a 
gamble,  and  might  loso  us  all  chance  of  major  distribu¬ 
tion. 

2)  J1  gj^olas  .Schffngk,  head.  Of  Retro-Coldwyn- 
M ayer,  that  although  kGH  has  turned  the  picture  down, 
he  will  arrange  to  have  the  film  shown  twice — once  in  a 
small  theatre  and  once  in  a  laiger  theatre,  coupled  in 
each  case  with  another  feature  film,  in  order  to  Judge 
again  if  they  can  distribute  tho  picture  on  a  national 
scale. 

3)  j&$.  Pf-er.of  George  Sofraefrgr,  independent  distributor, 
to  try  to  sell  the  picture  independently  to  r:a0pr  exhib¬ 
itors,  or  to  sell  it  to  art  theatres  throughout  the 
country. 

*>  Akf-Plk^SJ&lgh  by  Thomas  ,/olf  of  inforaatlon^-rodnc^pM 
that  the  Ford  Foundation  Television  progran  Ci  -Minos 

might  conceivably  of .  er  us  475*090  to  tf100,000  for  a 
one  shot  showing  of  the  film  In  its  entirety  on  their 
program. 


In  relation  to  those  major  topics  d  s cussed  we  were  all  agreed 
to  proceed  as  followsi- 


1)  keep  opon  If  possible  the  burrow  proposition,  Fitelson 
to  confer  with  burrow's  partner,  Fred  irlenaly,  and 
su#  ost  that  three  months  from  now.  If  we  still  have 
not  achieved  major  distribution,  the  story  that  i^ur- 
rov  could  tell  the  public  would  have  even  more  signifi¬ 
cance,  and  Fitelson  would  be  able  to  supply  him  with 
noi«  vigorous  and  direct  quotes  from  distributors. 

2)  To  permit  Mr.  ~c  enck  to  show  the  film  as  per  his  offer. 

»rltt©n  permission  already  given  In  letter  signed  by 
L.C.,  rt.R.L.,  k.H.  andWJCR.  B.  (for  the  foundation}  , 
should  these  showings  bring  no  further  offer  of  dis¬ 
tribution  by  bchonck,  we  are  all  agreed  that  Kr.  Fltel- 
eon  should  talk  again  with  each  o*  t*»-  distributors 

along  the  lines  which  resulted  In  this  Initial  ofrer 
z'ron  tiohenck. 

3)  To  hold  aeorro  Schaef  er’s  of  er  lr,  abeyance.  though  all 
are  agreed  it  i s/a  last  resort,  as  all  believe  art  theatre 
showings  will  not  draw  a  sufficient  public,  and  that 

our  best  approach  to  the  public  Is  as  a  second  feature, 
and  that  publicity  about  Tfir>.  UK  CONQUERED  should  play 
down  the  inspirational  quality  of  the  fIJjs,  and  H.K. 'C 
handicaps. 

4)  To  have  Ihomae  V.’olf  pursue  hlr,  OMPlcf  f  sup  rtlon.  and 

If  o f ler  came  through  oh  terms  .  olf  Intimated  as  poasibi- 
bility,  we  would  accept,  and  take  our  chances  at  lesser 
distribution  In  motion  *»Wvur«.  tuu»» »• 

Also  discussed  was  possibility  of  trip  to  India  in  February  of 
H.K.  and  P.T. ,  in  which  event  all  efforts  would  be  mad*  to 
arrange  distribution  of  film  in  India  prior  to  their  visit. 

Not  discussed,  but  worthy  of  mention  here,  is  offer  by  the 
Notion  Picture  -ranch  of  the  United  States  Oovammont  Infomatlon 
Agency  to  recommend  our  film,  when  the  time  comes,  to  th  attest¬ 
ation  committee  of  the  Covernmont  Motion  Picture  Service  to 
facilitate  the  entry  of  the  film  through  the  customs  of  other 
countries. 

All  topics  discussed  at  mooting  should  be  held  as  strictly  confid 
entlal,  particularly  the  kuriow  sugg  estion,  as  for  obvious  reasons 
any  leak  about  such  a  program  would  immediately  dissipate  the 
possibility  r  f  its  taking  place. 

Copies  toi-.R.  Robert  Barnett  (for  both  Foundations) 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  David  M.  Levy 

Gertrude  M acy  (for  Katharine  Cornell  and  De  Rothschild 
William  Fltolson 

Bella  brad  ly  onuey(  for  delcn  Xkcller  end  Polly  ihowson 
Copy  retained  by  Nanoy  Hamilton 
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Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 


Thank  you  for  your  very  sweet  note,  which  I  appreciate 
very  much. 

As  you  can  see,  I  am  back  on  the  job  once  again  and  feel¬ 
ing  fine.  I  had  two  minor  operations  a  week  apart.  I 
could  have  come  home  and  then  gone  back  to  the  hospital 
for  the  second  one,  but  decided  to  stay  there  and  get  it 
over  with. 

I  came  across  the  attached  letter  in  the  heaps  of  mail 
I  found  awaiting  my  return.  I  don't  suppose  you  have 
seen  it. 


I  do  hope  this  note  finds  you  and  Mr.  Henney  enj0ylng 
the  best  of  health. 


P.S.  Will  work  in  West.ort,  tomorrow. 


READING  CLINIC 


UNIVERSITY  OF  MIAMI 


CORAL  GABLES  (UNIVERSITY  BRANCH)  46,  FLORIDA 

|r 


UNIVERSITY  GUIDANCE  CENTER 


615  Aledo  Ave. 
Coral  tables,  Fla. 
Sept  30,  1954 


The  Atlantic  Monthly 
8  Arlington  St. 

Boston,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Sirs : 

We  are  preparing  the  8th  and  9th  grade  books  in  the 
READING  ESSENTIALS  SERIES  for  Steck  Goiiipdny.  The  series 
is  under  the  editorship  of  Dr.  Ullin  W.  Leavell  of  the 
University  of  Virginia.  It  is  designed  for  general  school 
use  and  for  remedial  instruction  of  retarded  readers  at 
the  upper  school  levels. 

We  would  like  permission  to  use  a  story  from  "Three 
^ays  To  See"  by  ^elen  teller,  which  appeared  in  Atlantic 
Monthly,  January  1933.  The  carbon  copy  from  the  manuscript 
di  ows  how  the  excerpt  will  be  used  as  a  reading  exercise. 

Your  permission  will  be  greatly  appreciated. 

uespe  ctfully  yours,  r- 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  L.  R.  Wheeler 
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M  AY  O  CLINIC 

ROCHESTER.  MINNESOTA 


SURGICAL  SECTION 

OF 

c .  f.  d ixo n , m . d.  September  30,  1954 


Dear  Nella, 

X  enjoyed  your  letter  written  September  ?6  very  much  indeed.  X 
realize  what  you  say  about  Helen  and  Polly  needing  a  courier  is 
correct,  particularly  for  such  a  long  trip  as  India.  I  am  hoping 
to  go  to  Europe  in  March  or  April  and  maybe  on  to  India,  I  do  not 
yet  know. 

I  have  taken  Helen,  by  way  of  observation,  on  a  few  walks  around  the 
hospital  grounds.  You  well  know  she  is  quite  a  fast  stepper  when  it 
comes  to  walking  and  I  notice  she  puffs  a  little  more  than  I  think  she 
should.  We  find  her  tests  are  all  within  normal  limits  but  I  have  told 
her  to  walk  around  in  low  gear  and  she  has  been  doing  it  more  or  less, 
at  least  while  I  am  with  her.  Polly  is,  of  course,  one  of  the  most 
wonderful  people  I  have  ever  known  and  she  told  me  today  that  you, 
Katharine  and  Nancy  were  the  three  to  take  over  if  something  should 
happen  to  her.  Mind  you,  I  see  no  reason  for  worrying  about  her  at  the 
present  time.  They  are  both  still  in  the  hospital;  Helen  receiving 
some  physiotherapy  for  back  pain  and  Polly  recovering  from  her  opera¬ 
tion.  I  am  doing  all  I  can,  which  so  far  is  nil,  to  find  someone  who 
would  so  dedicate  her  life  that  she  would  serve  as  an  assistant  to 
Polly  and  do  whatever  Polly  directed  her  to  do.  I  can  realize  Polly's 
position  but,  as  we  have  discussed  a  time  or  two  previously,  I  have 
certainly  done  very  little  about  it.  I  had  one  or  two  women  lined  up, 
one  chose  not  to  take  on  the  position  because  she  herself  was  Jewish 
and  she  thought  that  perhaps  wouldn’t  work  out  well.  Polly  informs 
me  that  someone  is  to  meet  them  in  India  and  take  care  of  everything. 

I  would  rather  you  let  Polly  tell  you  about  the  trip  to  India.  I  have 
found  out  it  was  not  yet  to  be  announced.  That  doesn't  mean  you  didn't 
know  about  it,  undoubtedly  you  did. 

I  talked  with  Katharine  and  Nancy  yesterday.  They  are  sending  "The 
Unconquered"  film  to  me  which  is  to  be  shown  only  in  the  nurses' 
auditorium  at  St.  Marys.  I  believe  everyone  will  get  a  lot  out  of  it. 
Claire  and  I  started  again  reading  your  book  on  Ann  Sullivan  Macy.  What 
a  marvelous  piece  of  work  you  did.  I  hope  that  the  book  which  is  to  be 
written  about  Helen  is  as  outstanding. 


I  hope  you  are  having  a  wonderful  fall  in  New  Hampshire  and  that  the 
countryside  is  as  flamboyant  as  I  once  saw  it.  Incidentally,  if  you 
should  break  a  leg  or  get  sick,  the  Hitchcock  Clinic  at  Hanover  is  a 
wonderful  place.  Dr.  John  Bowler  is  the  chief,  an  old,  old  friend  of 
mine  and  a  great  fellow.  Dr.  Rodger  Vfeismann  and  Dr.  George  Lord  were 
previous  associates  of  mine. 

With  kindest  personal  regards. 


Si ncerely. 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 
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AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  Inc. 

15  WEST  16TH  STREET  •  NEW  YORK  11,  N.  Y.  .  WATKINS  4-0420 
CABLE  ADDRESS:  FOUNDATION,  NEW  YORK 

HON.  DWIGHT  D.  EISENHOWER,  Honorary  President 


*M.  ROBERT  BARNETT 

Executive  Director 


♦HELEN  A.  KELLER,  L.H.D.,  LL.D. 

Counselor,  Bureau  of  National  and  International  Relations 


October  1,  1954 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney 

111  -  5th  Street 

Garden  City,  L .  I . ,  New  York 

Dear  Mrs .  Henney: 

You  are  cordially  invited  to  a  reception  on  Thursday,  October  21st 
at  4:00  pun.  at  the  headquarters  of  our  Foundation,  15  West  16th 
Street,  New  Yoik,  when  Dr.  Helen  Keller  will  make  the  presentation 
of  the  Migel  Medal  for  Outstanding  Service  to  the  Blind  for  the 
year  1954- 

The  two  candidates  to  be  awarded  the  medal  this  year  are: 

Mrs.  Grace  C.  Hamman,  Director  of  the  Territorial  Bureau  of  Sight 
Conservation  and  Work  with  the  Blind  of  Honolulu,  Hawaii  in  recog¬ 
nition  of  her  pioneer  work  for  the  benefit  of  the  sightless  of  the 
Territory. 

Dr.  Harry  Best  of  Lexington,  Kentu cky  for  his  unselfish  and  exhaus¬ 
tive  labor  to  produce  the  outstanding  history  of  work  for  the  blind. 
Blindness  and  the  Blind  in  the  United  States  published  in  1934* 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  announce  the  names  of  these  worthy 
recipients  of  this  year's  medals.  We  trust  you  will  be  able  to  join 
us  on  this  occasion. 


•Blind 


Please  see  reverse  side 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 


10/4/54 


I  talked  with  Polly  Saturday  afternoon.  She  still  has 
pain  in  her  face,  especially  when  she  eats  and  talks. 

They  may  be  home  at  the  end  of  this  week. 

Will  you  please  write  Polly*  s  brother  Bert  and  tell  him 
about  her  operation. 

N.H.  is  sending  the  film  out  to  St.  Mary's  so  that  it  may 
be  shown  to  the  staff. 

Hope  all  goes  well  with 

P.S.  Weather  is  warn  & 
humid. 


you  and  Mr.  Henney. 


Sincerely, 

C.  A  v 


SAINT  MARYS  HOSPITAL 


SISTERS  or  SAINT  FRANCIS 
ROCHESTER.  MINNESOTA 
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Real  Estate 


14  East  52nd  Street 
New  York  22,  N.  Y. 


PLAZA  3-0270 

Oct. 11th. 


Nella  aear;- 

It  was  good  to  hear  from  you,  and  while  your  news 
wasn't  exactly  good,  in  a  sense  it  was.  I  imagine  that  Polly's 
apprehension  before  the  operation  was  the  worst  part  for  her, 
and  thank  the  Lord  it  turned  out  as  it  did.  I  hope  she  will 
be  able  to  conquer  any  articulation  bothers,  and  knowing  her 
I'm  pretty  sure  she  will.  as  for  any  slight  distortion  - 
that  enormous  personality  of  ners,  her  gaiety  and  love  of  life 
and  people  and  things  would  always  shine  through  and  Delittle 
any  slight  disfigurement.  I'll  write  her  later,  and  have 
written  Myra  who  is  now  living  in  San  Francisoo,  and  I'll  for¬ 
ward  your  letter  to  the  "boys",  Mabon  &  Charlie. 

I  had  only  a  week  in  the  mts  when  a  letter  came  from 
the  office  calling  me  back.  I  have  tried  to  get  away  again 
but  have  been  too  tangled  in  work  to  break  loose. 

Let  me  know  when  you're  down  in  these  parts  again, 
Nella,  I'd  so  love  to  see  you.  I  fancy  you'll  stay  up  there 
till  snow  drives  you  outl 

My  love  to  Keith  and  you,  my  pet, 


THE  ABOVE  PROPERTY  IS  OFFERED  SUBJECT  TO  CORRECTION  OF 
ERRORS.  CHANGE  OF  PRICE.  PRIOR  SALE  OR  WITHDRAWAL  WITHOUT  NOTICE. 


DOUBLEDAY  &  COMPANY,  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


October  12,  1954 


Dear  Nella: 

Thanlcs  so  much  for  your  good  letter  of  October  5 . 
What  a  sad  thing  that  Polly  has  had  to  have  the 
operation .  I  appreciate  the  warning  you  have  given 
me. 


Indeed  I  do  think  the  Van  Wyck  Brooks '  book  on 
Helen  (Landmark,  Random  House)  will  be  a  real 
help.  Delighted  to  know  he's  going  to  do  it. 


Affectionate  best  to  you . 


Mrs .  Keith  Henny 

Foss  Mountain 

Snowville,  New  Hampshire 


KMc:bne 


P.  B.  Keller 

6725  LAKEWOOD  BLVD. 
Phone  Tremont  3-3557 

Dallas,  Texas 


Dear  V3  enney; 

Thank  :rou  so  uch  for  t  e  news  about  Polly  and  wo  z’ejoice 
to  know  there  was  no  naligancy.  This  made  an  unusual  Impression  on 
us  as  only  today  the  wife  of  ny  brother  in  lav/  died  of  cancer  after 
sighteen  long  months  of  battling.  They  thought  they  had  discovered 
it  in  time  and  there  were  numerous  operations  r.nd  a  continuous 
elert  battle  wa  ged  with  the  best  doctors  available  going  all 

ft/ 

out  to  help  but  the  dread  desease  gradually  spred.  all  over  her 
body  and  in  t:  e  end  it  ws3  ablessing  that  she  could  go  and  end  the 
suffering. 

As  you  know  we  saw  Polly  and  Sister  7!elen  down  it  Birming¬ 
ham  in  early  June  and  there  was  no  outward  sign  of  this  trouble  of 
hers  so  it  cane  as  a  complete  surprise  to  us. 

I  will  write  her  a  cheerful  letter  of  course  not  mentioning 
the  troubles  outlined  above.  I  mighty  glad  they  could  go  to  kayos 
and  feel  ir  e  their  judgement  rs,  arding  the  tumor  i.3  the  very  best 
oh  to ineble . 

I  wi3h  to  thank  you  very  kindly  for  advising  me  and  krs 
Keller  joins  me  in  very  best  wishes  to  you  and  yours  and  if  you 
ever  have  occasion  to  pass  our  way  we  3nre  hope  you  will  look  U3  up. 

Sincerely  your3 , 


PI  illlipE 


Keller 


WILLIAM  ZIEGLER,  JR.,  President 


•GEORGE  F.  MEYER,  Vice-President 


M.  C.  MIGEL,  Chairman,  Board  of  Trustees 

EUSTACE  SELIGMAN,  Secretary  JANSEN  NOYES,  JR.,  Treasurer 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  Inc. 

15  WEST  16TH  STREET  •  NEW  YORK  1 1 ,  N .  Y.  •  WATKINS  4-0420 
CABLE  ADDRESS:  FOUNDATION,  NEW  YORK 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  BOARD  654  Madison  Avonue  Now  York 


•M.  ROBERT  BARNETT 
Executive  Director 


•HELEN  A.  KELLER,  L.H.D.,  LL.D. 

Counselor,  Bureau  of  National  and  International  Relations 


Oct.  13th  1954 


Dear  Nella: 


Many  thanks  for  your  letter. 

Naturally,  Mr.  Migel  and  I  were  relieved 
to  know  there  was  no  malignancy,  but  the  thought  that 
Polly's  face  might  be  deformed  was  rather  a  shock  to 
both  of  us. 


Polly  and  Helen  came  home  Monday  evening; 
they  were  met  by  Mrs.  Davidson  and  driven  home  in  a 
chauffeur-driven  limousine  engaged  by  the  Foundation. 

I  had  a  chat  with  Polly  Tuesday  morning; 
she  was  rather  down  in  spirit  (not  surprising)  and 
spoke  with  some  effort,  but  the  old  fund  of  "guts"  has 
not  been  depleted,  thank  Heavens,  and  she  is  planning 
to  carry  on  as  heretofore. 

She  expects  to  come  with  Helen  to  the 
medal  presentation  at  the  Foundation  on  Oct.  21st,  so 
you  see,  she  is  keeping  her  chin  up. 

Again  the  thought  is  borne  in  on  us  that 
there  would  be  less  to  worry  about,  if  Polly  could  have 
and  keep  an  understudy  or  an  assistant,  or  someone; 
however . 


Hope  you  and  Keith  are  keeping  well  and 
happy.  My  very  best  to  both  of  you. 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  N.H. 


Affectionately, 

ft 


•Blind 


Please  see  reverse  side 


Dear  Mrla. 


rtenney: 


Polly  a,skaj<  roe  to  send  you  the  enclosed  letter! 


I  met  I.  and  P.  at  the  airport  and  drove  up  to  Westport 
with  them  in  a  Carey  Cadillac  (compliments  of  the  Fdn.) 
When  Polly  saw  me  she  weeped  a  little  but  soon  got  control 
of  herself  and  we  chatted  all  the  way  up  to  Conn. 


Polly  is  still  we  ring  a  thick  bandage  vertical  style  in 
front  of  her  left  ear  and  ending  at  her  neckline.  Her 
face  is  somewhat  distorted  and  there  is  considerable  swell¬ 
ing  in  the  region  of  the  incision.  However  when  the  swell¬ 
ing  disappears  and  the  facial  muscles  tighten,  I  do  hope 
it  may  not  be  too  noticeable  for  Pollv's  sake. 


I  met  the  girls  again  yesterday  (in  town)  and  we 
shopped  -  had  luncheon  with  Mr.  Shirae,  etc.  I  really 
believe  Polls'"  is  annunciating  better  already.  What  I 
like  about  Polly  is  that  she  is  determined  to  be  on 
hand  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Foundation  this 
coining  Thursday  when  Helen  will  present  the  medals. 

About  myself,  I  have  been  terribly  disturbed  about  a 
possible  operation.  My  husband  decided  he  would  not 
let  them  cut  me  up  without  the  opinion  of  two  or 
more  doctors.  I  have  been  to  three  -  my  own  gynecolo¬ 
gist,  "who  is  a  big  man  in  his  field  -  and  two  others 
at  Harkness  Pavilion  of  the  Medical  Centre.  My  own 
doctor  and  Dr.  Taylor  of  Med.  Centre  have  ruled  out  an 
operation  while  the  third  doctor  thinks  I  should  have 
it.  I'll  let  you  know  the  outcome  soon  as  I  hear 


from  them.  That  should  be  within  the  next  few  days. 

It  must  be  lovely  on  Foss  Mountain  these  days.  I  wish 
it  were  a  little  cooler  here.  I  don't  believe  I've 
worn  a  top  coat  in  over  a  week. 

Warmest  greetings  to  you  and  Mr.  Henney  from  my  husband 
and  myself. 


Sincerely, 


iA— A. 


(formerly  royal  syoney  industrial  blind  institution 

PRESIDENT  THE  HONOURABLE  MR.  JUSTICE  MAXWELL 


TELEPlHONES:  MA  6  601 

BRAILLE  LIBRARY  :  M  6457 


William  street  Sydney 


•i  i 

••v 


15th. October, 1954. 


I 


/  *  Dear  Mrs.  Henney, 

v 

It  was  nice  of  you  to  write  me 
your  letter  of  7th. Inst.,  but  was  very  sorry  to 
bar  the  news  it  conveyed. 

Mr .Justice  Maxwell  and  all  of  us 
here  -  who  still  retain  pleasant  memories  of  their 
visit  to  us  in  *1948  -  were  upset  to  learn  of  her 
trouble,  but  pleased  to  know  the  operation  was 
successful.  ‘  Any  slight  change  that  might  happen 
to  Polly's  appearance,  could  not  alter  that  charm 
of  manner  for  which  she  is  so  well  known. 


To-day  I  sent  a  cable  of  good 
wishes  to  Polly  at  Arcan  Ridge  -  which  I  was  glad 
to  know  suffered  no  damage  from  the  hurricanes  - 
as  she  would  probably  have  returned  there  by  now. 

Thanks  so  much  againfor  your 
thought  in  writing  me,  and  with  kind  regards, 


ALL  DONATIONS  TO  THe  SOCIETY  ARE  ALLOWABLE  DEDUCTIONS  FOR  TAX  PURPOSES 
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.  X  K  IjL'  R  BRDCLURE 


I  ■’in’;  this  little  account  neod  be  no  longer  tlinn  it  la  at 
present,  but  it  s’-  ould  be  given  a  much  more  up  to  date 
flavor. 

i  should  omit  the  names  of  the  magazines.  Century . 

t  J . . 1  ..  _C i .  e  -  1 

aid  not  even  remember  their  names. 

I  should  consider  omitting  the  publication  dates  of  .elen’s 
books,  but  ies  L  ne’e  is  in  a  better  poeition  than  I  to 

;  j.  '  '  I .!-■  V  .  . 

forgo' ten  .  i  .  view  o  -r.'e 

ter  a  war  ’  e  importance  of  hie  le  greatly  diminished. 


Fa,-  C.  1  rhr  '■!  '  onlt  the  fooJ  '  ourekser-lnr  cltctlon  os 
trivial  by  coo, pari  son  with  some  of  the  o there. 

jhe  averd  o'  the  ribbon  as  Chevalier  of  the  Legion  of  or.cr 
>r bonne  in  i?32  is  of  first  importance.  Second  only 
to  t.  at  if  the  adcllffe  achievement  Lviard  in  lb 54  In  honor 
of  .iversary  of  Helen* s  graduation.  X  should  also 

1  clue  tlx  ot; thorn  Crons  from  the  Brazilian  overnsnt  and 
leave  It  ui  to  .-.lag  l.en'.e  to  her  pwn  selection  •  ong  the 

i  umanltarlan  awards.  They  can’t  all  go  in. 

A  paragraph  should  be  devoted  to  elen’s  birthplace  as  a 
shrine.  This  is  part  of  t:  e  great  recreational  development 
in  thi  t  area  and  i'  const  ered  important  enough  'or  listing 
in  the  World  Almanac.  1  think  its  value  as  a  tourist 
attraction  ill  increase. 

o"  e  thing  p  or  Id  go  in  bout  the  < >ricsn  Foundation  for 
Overseas  Blind  a  a  well  an  about  t  e  American  -oon'otion  for 
ti  e  rilin'. 


1  .  .  .  .  9iA  ■  te 

found  td  ?  ervicea  for  the  -oaf  rill  a i ;  if  so,  it  nhoui stay 

’  : <  is.  Len  has  often 

said  t.  ;-.t  t- e  happiest  av  of  her  life  was  t  .e  day  when  t  o 
special  wor’.c  'or  the  deaf-blind  was  Inaugurated.  The  last 
parr  !  — 1  mean  the  last  sentence  Of  the  first  .!  on 

•  7  <  Mltl  :  •  ■  :  .  ! 

benefit  of  the  >eaf -blind." 

r  -of,  xifpaafcy  ;  •  '  -  t r  &  if  u  ’  he 

added  to  t  e  list  of  travels,  ether  a  ’it, ions  -.lght  he  made-- 
awaii,  ‘or  example— but  I  hardly  think  they  are  necessary. 

on  this  page  could  be  shortened. 


I  age  0.  Omit  final  sentonce  I  Lrat  paragraph, 
o  longer  "several  'ogs." 

Third  paragraph  front  the  end:  instead  of  to  Iona  of 

1  •;>  ’  •  '  1  *  \  -  :..oro  and  Table"!  should  emphasize  that  the 

big  Job  was  to  enable  -elen  to  carry  on  her  work  which 
he s  continued  to  increase  until  Diore  tlan  ever  It  ia  now 
International  in  scope. 


Ins  tee ’  of  pate  ing  hat  is  hero  I  think  it  would  bo  hotter 
to  rwrlti  page  5  onward.  brochure  is  truant 

to  serve  a  special  purpose  an'  hi  as  Lon-'o  .nows,  perhaps 
b  tier  thru  -nyone  else,  Just  vhat  :uoationn  about,  oler  it 
s’,  cm  I  at.  r. 


WILLIAM  ZIEGLER,  JR.,  President 


•GEORGE  F.  MEYER,  Vice-President 


M.  C.  MIGEL,  Chairman,  Board  of  Trustees 

EUSTACE  SELIGMAN,  Secretary  JANSEN  NOYES,  JR.,  Treasurer 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  Inc. 

15  WEST  16TH  STREET  •  NEW  YORK  1 1 ,  N.  Y.  •  WATKINS  4-0420 
CABLE  ADDRESS:  FOUNDATION,  NEW  YORK 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  BOARD  654  Madison  Avenue  Now  York 


•M.  ROBERT  BARNETT 
Executive  Director 


•HELEN  A.  KELLER,  L.H.D.,  LL.D. 

Counselor,  Bureau  of  National  and  International  Relations 


Oct.  22nd  1954 


Dear  Nellas 

Yesterday  Helen  presented  the  Migel  Medal  for  Out¬ 
standing  Service  to  the  Blind  to  Grace  C.  Hsmman,  director  of 
work  for  the  blind  in  Hawaii,  and  to  Dr.  Best,  who  has  written 
prodigious  tomes  on  the  subject  of  blindness. 

I  had  been  apprehensive  as  to  the  ordeal  that  this 
occasion  would  be  for  Polly  just  now,  —  two  speeches  from  Helen 
and  two  responses  to  be  translated  —  but  Polly  made  the  grade 
remarkably  well,  to  my  surprise  and  relief. 

The  facial  disfiguration  is  slight,  and  in  time  may  be 
entirely  eliminated;  Polly  is  having  treatments.  Her  speech  is 
almost  normal.  I  am  hastening  to  tell  you  this,  as  I  know  you 
have  been  worried. 


I  must  also  tell  you  that  at  a  meeting  yesterday  the 
Trustees  expressed  grave  concern  over  the  lack  of  an  understudy 
or  assistant  or  call-her-what-you-vdll,  for  Polly.  This  feeling 
of  anxiety  has  prevailed  for  some  years,  as  you  know,  flaring  up 
when  Polly  had  to  be  brought  home  from  Japan,  and  renewed  now, 
particularly  as  Helen  seems  to  be  as  rugged  as  the  Rock  of  Gib¬ 
raltar  and  is  likely  to  survive  all  of  usl 

Although  he  and  Mr.  Ziegler  and  I  have  failed  to  get 
anywhere  with  Polly  on  this  matter,  Mr.  Migel  feels  certain  that 
your  advice  carries  weight  with  her.  So  . 

There  is  another  matter.  The  two  temporary  or  part- 
time  houseworkers  may  be  very  efficient  and  loyal,  etc.  etc.  etc., 
but  it  certainly  does  not  seem  wise  for  Helen  and  Polly  to  be  alone 
in  the  house  most  of  the  time.  Perhaps  you  can  make  Polly  see  the 
light  in  this  situation  also.  ??? 


Hope  you  and  Keith  are  keeping  well  and  happy,  my  very 
best  to  both  of  you.  T 


Affectionately , 


•Rl.nd 


Mrs. Keith  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  N.H. 


Please  see  reverse  side 


73  HILTON  AVENUE 


•  6  dt.  i  °[  sr  y 


GARDEN  CITY.  N.  Y.  ThUrS .  a.Iil. 


Dearest  Nella, 

Mrs.  Davidson  had  warned  me  that  she  was 
quite  shocked  when  she  met  Polly  at  the  plane  so  that  I 
was  pleasantly  surprised.  Her  face  is  contorted  and  the 
small  dressing  on  the  wound  together  with  the  piece  of  tape 
attached  to  her  lip  to  pull  it  back  into  shape  were 
unhappy  signs;  and  her  eyes  showed  that  she  had  been  on  a 
sick  bed.  But  her  energy  and  spirit  seem  undiminished, 
and  her  speech  is  almost  normal  -  Mrs.  D.  told  me  that  at 
first  she  couldn't  understand  her. 

As  I  recall  Keith's  face  felt  numb  on  the 
affected  side  -  Polly's  is  all  jumping  nerves  which  may  be 
a  good  if  painful  sign  and  which  may  account  for  her  un¬ 
pleasant  experience  with  the  physical  therapist.  After  all 
the  wound  must  be  deep  and  not  yet  healed.  It  remains  to 
be  seen  whether  this  report  will  prepare  you  for  better  or 
worse  when  you  see  Polly! 

As  you  may  know  by  now  with  her  usual  en¬ 
thusiasm  she  had  picked  up  four  Irish  at  a  tea  the  previous 
Thursday  and  included  them  in  the  lunchThey  are  south  of 
Ireland  Dubliners  and  I  hereby  backtrack  on  my  prejudices 
and  assure  you  they  were  completely  charming;  they  are 
over  here  begging  for  support  of  a  polio  clinic  and  my 
infection  spread  to  Larry  and  our  bank  account...  Lady 
Valerie  Gould ing  (who  shies  away  from  the  Lady)  was  on 
Arthur  Godfrey's  program  Tuesday  through  machinations  of 
Ed  Murro  whom  she  knew  during  the  war  in  London  -  she  is  a 
warm  and  lovely  person. 

Dr.  Hanlon  and  his  wife  were  the  other 
couple;  he  has  been  deaf  and  blind  since  an  illness  four 
years  ago  and  displays  the  sort  of  courage  that  makes  one 
genuflect  to  the  human  being.  And  I  never  saw  Helen  as 
gay  and  happy  as  when  she  was  spelling  messages  tp  him 
in  their  manual  alphabet  which  is  different  from  the 


American.  We  trailed  over  to  the  New  York  Times  afterwards 
to  get  a  kxkhx  picture  of  the  two  -  I  would  have  backed  out 
but  Polly  expressed  a  'wish  for  a  few  quite  moments  with  just 
the  three  of  us  at  the  Harvard  Club.  All  this  to  show  that 
Polly  continues  her  program  of  too  ipuch.... 

The  Brussels  is  not  quite  so  bad  as  the  Stork  Clublll 
but  the  art  of  eating  and  screaming  bits  of  talk  across  the 
table  is  one  I  have  never  achieved.  The  food  was  about 
one-fiftieth  as  good  as  that  you  and  Bertha  produce  on  Foss 
Mt.,  including  of  course  Keith's  little  fishies.  In  fact 
give  me  a  can  of  Dintie  Moore's  beef  stew  in  the  little  house, 
'nough  said.  I  loved  being  with  Polly  and  Helen  and  the 
Irish  and  I  am  immensely  flattered  over  Polly's  thought, 
is 

My  high  hope/that  we'll  be  seeing  you  this  time  next 
week,  by  which  time  politicos  will  be  licking  their  wounds. 
Yesterday  rabbit-face  Dewey  came  out  with  the  news  that 
Harriman  couldn't  be  governor  even  if  he  was  elected  on  acct. 
of  he  voted  in  Washirg;on  three  years  ago.  I  h-ve  been 
listening  avidly  to  WQXR  all  morning  and  no  mention  has  been 
made  of  the  noisy  headlines  so  I  am  wondering. 


A  year  or  so  ago  L.  knocked  himself  out  trying  to  find 

that  honorifica .  ine  without  success,  so  he  was 

enchanted  to  have  it  -  and  now  I  can  understand  why  he  was 
so  intrigued  with  the  Bacon  theory  when  he  was  in  college. 

Our  bestlove  to  you  and  Keith 


'•avw  *a3N*M<wv-t  •  bovmimmiw 


4rf.  fa* 

Pm 

{Yc*s 


M.  C  MIGEL,  Chairman,  Board  of  Trustees 


WILLIAM  ZIEGLER,  JR  ,  President 


♦GEORGE  F  MEYER,  Vice-President 


EUSTACE  SELIGMAN  Secretary 


JANSEN  NOYES.  JR.,  Treasurer 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  Inc. 


15  WEST  16TH  STREET  •  NEW  YORK  11,  N.  Y.  .  WATKINS  4-0420 


CABLE  ADDRESS  FOUNDATION,  NEW  YORK 


HON.  DWIGHT  D.  EISENHOWER,  Honorary  President 


•M.  ROBERT  BARNETT 
Executive  Director 


♦HELEN  A.  KELLER,  L.H.D.,  LL.D. 

Counselor,  Bureau  of  National  and  International  Relations 


November  3>  195L 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Enclosed  I  am  sending  you  a  copy  of  the  revised  Helen  Keller  brochure. 

I  should  be  most  grateful  to  you  if  you  would  read  it  through  and  give  me 
your  comments  and  criticisms. 

The  material  you  sent  me  through  Polly  Thomson  has  been  very  helpful. 

It  is  quite  important  that  we  make  this  very  short  account  of  Helen  Keller's 
life  as  up-to-date  as  possible.  It  was  quite  interesting  to  find  that  quite 
a  few  of  the  enlightenecC^eople  in  the  Foundation  have  never  heard  of  Walter 
Pitkin.  How  time  flies  A 

I  should  perhaps  mention  that  our  plans  for  the  new  revision  calls  for 
the  use  of  a  number  of  photographs,  thus  making  it  more  attractive  all  around. 
We  also  expect  to  furnish  a  considerable  number  of  these  pamphlets  to  Ivy 
Green  for  use  at  that  Helen  Keller  shrine. 


Sincerely  yours. 


Helga  Eenae 


Librarian 


HL:mh 


•Blind 


Please  see  reverse  side 


Av.  Atahua  pa  230 
lliraf  lores,  Lima 
5  November  1954 


Nella  my  Dears 


Having  gotten  your  letter  of  October  7th  regarding  Polly's 
recent  operation,  I  sat  right  down  and  started  a  letter  to 
you,  and  one  to  Polly.  However,  a  rush  trip  of  several  weeks 
in  Central  America  gave  me  fflo  time  to  finish.  So,  at  a  late 
date,  here  is  a  note  to  you,  and  my  copy  ,  the  original  that 
is,  of  a  letter  to  Polly  for  you  to  see  and  re-mail  if  you 
feel  that  the  content  is  positive  enough  in  approach. 

(You  know,  sometimes  friends,  in  an  effort  to  be  bright  and 
to  ^re— bri^-hrt  gay  achieve  the  opposite  effect . ) 

Should  Polly  no  longer  be  able  to  help  Helen  with  her  public 
appearances,  perhaps  the  time  has  come  for  them  to  give  more 
time  to  writing,  and  there  comes  to  the  fore  again,  the  idea 
of  a  daily  column  in  which  Helen  could  pour  her  heart  and  her 
great  ideas.  In  this  kind  of  work  Polly  could  lose  herself 
and  the  final  contribution  might  be  even  greater  than  public 
appearances:  after  all,  they  ould  be  reaching  a  much  greater 
audience.  Then  what  about  TV?  That  could  be  set  up  so  that 
Polly  would  have  to  face  only  one  side,  and  Helen,  who  is 
after  all,  the  'he  rt-tugger '  could  do  a  great  deal  in  support- 
in  g those  causes  which  are  closest  to  her  heart.  If  Mary 
Margret  Me  Bride  has  such  a  great  pull,  think  of  the  good 
that  Helen  and  Polly  could  bring  to  many  important  causes 
which  Helen  has  sponsored. 

I  was  sorry, to  learn  from  APOB  that  they  do  not  plan  to  re¬ 
lease  Helen's  picture  "for  several  years"  and  then  only  for 
benefits  for  AFB  and  AFOB.  I  had  hoped  that  t  ey  would  release 
the  picture  for  Latin  America  so  that  local  blind  groups  could 
also  benefit  in  exhibitions  of  it;  seems  to  me  that  the  further 
away  from  dlive'news  the  release  becomes,  the  less  valpe  it  will 
have.  I  can  think  of  much  better  memorials,  if  that  is  what  they 
have  in  mind. 

I'm  sending  this  t  your  Garden  City  address,  guessing  that 
you'll  both  be  down  from  the  mountains  and  holing  up  for  a 
long  winter  stay.  Our  BeBt  Lowe  to  Helen  and  Polly  when  you 
see  them.  I  hope  to  be  luckier  in  meeting  with  them  the  next 
time  I'm  in  the  big  city. 


With  respects  and  best  wishes 


inoij.D3NNOo  aaivMasama 
S»OOya  MOAM  NVA 


Mrs.  Kaith  Hennay, 


/vo 

frt  Nov* 

V°  f35PM  n 
\  ^  ' 954  «*>, 


III  Fifth  Street, 


harden  City, 


v% 


November  6th,  1954 


VAN  WYCK  BROOKS 
BRIDGEWATER.  CONNECTICUT 


Dear  Nella, 

So  many  thanks  for  your  letter. 

Now  I  don't  like  to  ask  you  to  come  in  to 
Hew  York  unless#,  in  any  case,  you  are 
plahning  an  j  COuld  easily  run 

over  to  But  1  expect  to  go 

to  town  on  Thursday .November  Ilth,  to 
spend  some  hours  looking  over  papers  at 


the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind 
(15  West  16).  Would  that  day  and  place 
suit  you,  by  any  chance?  I  could  be  MH 
there  by  eleven  A.M.  Or  I  could  come  in 
some  day  the  following  week;  and,  as  I  say, 
I  could  go  to  mmmm  Garden  City. 

Send  me  a  postcard  and  tell  me  which  would 
be  most  convenient  to  you. 


My  whole  plan  remains  extremely  tenta¬ 
tive.  I  am  not  sure  at  all  that  I  can 


handle  this  sub jest;  and  I  shan't  know  until 
I  am  able  to  try  it  (as  I  hope  to  do  some 
day  in  about  two  weeks). 

With  best  wishes,  as  ever. 
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11/23/54 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 


Here  is  the  manuscript  which  Miss  Harman  (of  the  Over¬ 
seas  Blind)  had  typed  by  a  professional  typist  here  at 
the  Foundation  during  my  absence.  I  have  not  had  time 
to  look  it  over  but  I  do  hope  you  will  find  it  okay. 

I'm  feeling  better  every  day,  I  am  happy  to  report. 
Loads  of  work  here  at  the  office  which  does  not  give  me 
much  time  to  think  of  anything  else. 

Best  regards  and  hoping  to  see  you  real  soon. 

Sincere  v- 


The  Municipal  Court  of  Chicago 
Jacob  M.  Braude.  Judge 


IN  CHAMBERS 


November  24,  1954 


Miss  Nella  Braddy  Henney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 

Dear  Miss  Henney: 

I  would  have  replied  sooner  to  your  letter  of  October  17th, 
1954,  but  was  trying  to  determine  the  source  of  the  tv/o 
quotations  referred  to  in  my  letter  of  September  27th,  1954 
addressed  to  Miss  Keller. 

Unfortunately,  I  have  not  been  successful.  The  fact  is 
that  I  have  been  collecting  this  kind  of  material  for  some 
forty  years,  and  it  was  not  until  recently  that  I  gave  any 
thought  to  using  them  in  connection  with  the  book  on  public 
speaking  which  will  be  published  by  Prentice-Hall,  Inc. of 
New  York  City,  either  in  the  spring  or  summer  of  1955. 

My  notes,  however,  do  indicate  that  these  quotations  are 
attributable  to  Miss  Keller;  of  course,  if  she  disclaims 
them  then  I  suppose  I  will  have  the  right  to  use  them 
without  crediting  anyone,  but  if  she  has  any  recollection 
of  having  made  these  statements,  I  should  like  to  give  her 
credit. 

Incidently,  you  are  correct-the  word  should  be  "host"  and 
not  "hose",  and  it  appears  in  its  correct  form  in  the  manu¬ 
script  itself.  I  shall  appreciate  hearing  from  you  at 
your  earliest  convenience. 


JMBrrms 

Enel. 


•  L  NORCROSS  * 

ojj  CWMt 


&<-€.  ^  t'  t- 
v6l  .  (  cj£>/, 

/•C'CV  '/  2*- 

.^uL.i  '"/Cjic-^  yz^t*/  J?*u/- 


"/i  to  <ty 

^t>-v£-  ..'/-eye  j 

A2-0  ‘-'t?*-^  $-'.  *zJ[  cO-ds 

yd  0  yL-  <t  yy  *  l  l^o 

/tf 


6-0  A*-C  <w 


1  fkdf 


{yi  y  <>  ■£*- 

j/ 

^Cv- $-k^/,-y®^t~JL'' 


yy 


*-""f  -C^C 


-- ,<  .,<■> ./-/  z y  '/  'V- 

ytJ\JU3~-  d^-rfy-*-  & 

Aj  <L-dLs/Jj  yyyyy 

<J{  '2&L ^^-0Lrc^y'-'^Cnx- 
y/J~S 


c  (L  & 

J/t  >~  ^ 

jl  y^-  ^ ' 

/?  m-c  v-  *-*  •  AA  <?/-&  (&'  ~ 

^  ■  vL^-e  *^'  ^  >4o  ^A  4t  & , 


^  /l  S'^ytsLi  /A' 

<W  t^4>. 
/Q^tA- 


CU6 


December  26th,  1954- 


van  WYCK  BROOKS 

BRIDGEWATER,  CONNECTICUT 

Dear  Nell  a, 

Chri9tmas  greetings,  a  little 
belated,  and  I  hope  you  will  hafee  a  very 
happy  New  Tear.  Yesterday  Helen  and  Pbljty 
came  to  dinner  with  us  and,  with  my  family 
here,  we  had  quite  a  ^wonderful  time  (for  me), 
although  it  seemed  to  both  Gladys  and  me 
that  Helen  s-e-e^ned  a  little  tired.  I  am  just 
a  bit  worried  for  fear  that  you  are  right 

A'' 

in  dreading  that  long  jouney  to  India  (and 

/i 

four  other  countries).  But  I  am  sure  it  is 
their  destiny  to  take  risks  and  die  on  their 
feet.  We  shall  all  be  thinking  of  them  every 
hour. 

Now  they  told  me  that  the  book  is  flnsh- 
ed  ind  in  your  hands  and  that  I  should  speak 
to  I  you  about  it,  and  I  am  wondering  if  by 
chance  you  have  a  carbon  copy  which  I  could 
see  for  a  few  days.  I  am  working  on  my  small 
book  on  Helen,  which  seems  to  be  going  well. 


but  which  will  not  be  published  until  long 
after  Helen's  book,  --  not  before  next  winter 
in  any  case.  But  it  would  help  my  very  much 
when  I  am  making  my  second  draught  if  I  could 
refer  to  Helen's  book  and  perhaps  quote  from 


it.  I  dort^j>  want  to  put  you  to  any  trouble, 
but  if  a  copy  would  be  available  I  should  be 
most  grateful  to  the  publishers;  and  any  use 
I  made  if  it  would  ######  farther  draw  atten¬ 
tion  to  it,  —  it  could  not  do  the  book  any 
harm  and  might  help  the  sales  a  bit.  So.'  -- 
It  may  be  inconvenient,  however,  to  let  me 
see  it  before  it  is  in  galley  proofs,  and  in 
that  case  I'll  have  to  accept  the  fact. 

My  wife  and  I  are  leaving  for  California 
(for  three  months)  newt  Thursday,  December 
39th.  My  address  will  be  in  care  of: 

Huntington  Hartford  foundation, 

Facific  Palisades,  California. 

Perhaps  you  wdulr^d  kindly  send  me  a  line  there 
7  we 

if  this  is  too  lafee  to  rea<ih  you  before  fffli 
/> 

l^ajta^^Again  a  happy  1955$  to  you  both, 
ways  yours  sincerely, 


JLnOIJ.D3NNOO  id  3  J.V  M  33  a  I  id  3 

s»ooaa  xoam  nva 


Mrs .  Keith  Henney, 


III  Fifth  Street, 


Garden  City, 


New  York 


